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EDITORS’ WORDS

For any subject.when the knowledge has been accumulated to a certain
degree,a dictionary will emerge. It is nat only helpful to readers and scholars
but also can promote this subject.

Numismatic research in China has a more than one thousand years history.
During the one thousand years, especially from ‘Qianlong-Jiaging’ period
onwards ,collecting ,researching and interpreting coins became the order of the
day. In recent decades, it has gone along a scientific way, which has four
marks. First, the field of research is continuously extending,from only bronze
coins to all currencies withdrawn from the circulation (including shell money,
gold and silver money, iron coins, paper money, the foreign coins ever
circulated in China, etc. ); from only the currencies issued by the central
governments to the currencies used by ail minority nationalities over the
country. Second, the view of research is continuously expanding, from only
researching numismatic objects to studying the social economy and politics
with currencies. Third, scientific methods are introduced into numismatic
research,which enriches the contents of not only numismatics but the history of
mining and metallurgy. Forth ,because of the fact that a great number of articles
were unearthed by scientific excavation and the advance of numismatic
research, the related coins have already become one of important date-
measurers of tombs and ruins excavated by archaeological methods.

As compared with the increasingly ' developing numismatic research, it
seems somewhat backward to compile the dictionaries of numismatics. In
1930’s,Mr. Ding Fubao compiled a dictionary known as the Great Dictionary of
Ancient Coins, which played an important role in the history of development of
numismatic research. However, as the time passing, this dictionary has been
incompatible with the development of numismatics. In recent years, although
there are a few small dictionaries,they are also hard to meet the demands of
collectors and scholars on numismatics. Therefor, a few years ago, China
Numismatic Society entrusted Henan Numismatic Society with compiling the
Great Dictionary of China Numismatics. This book consists of ten volumes:
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VOI. 1 pre-Qin, Vol. 2 Qin and Han, Voi. 3 Wei, Jin,the South and North
Dynasties, Vol. 4 Tang,the Five Dynasties and Ten States,Vol. 5 Song,Liao,
the West Xia and Jin,Vol. 6 Yuan,Ming and Qing,Vol. 7 the Republic of China,
Vol. 8 Archaeology in Numismatics, Vol. 9 Scholars’ Works and Vol. 10
Appendix. Here is the first one Pre-Qin Part.

There are,out of question, many difficulties to compile with such a big
numismatic dictionary,especially the Pre-Qin Part. First,the difficulty is from
the interpretation of pre-Qin characters (ancient Chinese words) on the coins.
Second,there are many forgeries of pre-Qin coins,which are hard to be found
out. For these two aspects, the Editorial Committee of the Pre-Qin Part has
done much. And,when the manuscript was completed,Prof. Qiu Xigui and Prof.
Li Jiahao (Beijing University)also checked it on ancient characters; Prof. Dai
Zhigtang verified it on forgeries. Hence, this part has gained remarkable
success on those, although there are some problems have to be left to be
resolved in the future.

The Pre-QinPartoftheGreatDictionaryofChinaNumismaticsisthe
summation of the achievements which have been made since the foundation of
the People’s Republic of China. We hope that it will be helpful to the research
of pre-Qin coins.

Zhong Hua Book Company
March,1992
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