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Test One (Mid-term)

(Intermediate Level)

Part 1 Listening Comprehension (20 minutes) 20%

Section A 10%

Directions: In this section, you will hear 10 short conversations. At the end of each
conversation, a question will be asked about what was said. Both the conversation and
the question will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During
the pause, read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best

answer. Then mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet.

Example: You will hear:
M: Is it possible for you to work late, Miss Grey?
W: Work late? I suppose so, if you really think it’s necessary.
Q: Where do you think this conversation most likely took place?

You will read: A) The man’s office.
B) The cinema.
C) The airport.
D) A restaurant.

The best answer is A), so you should blacken the letter A on the Answer Sheet.

1. A) Tom. B) Mary. C) Jerry. D) Tim.

2. A) Look for the bag. B) Search the plane.
C) Sort those bags. D) Fill out a form.

3. A) To ask for leave. B) To see a doctor.
C) To take a rest. D) To go home at once.

4. A) He wants her to be rich. B) He wants her to remain in the dark.
C) He wants her to turn on the light. D) He wants her to leave the room.

5. A) She is too old to lift the package.

B) The man is very cruel.
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C) The woman feels sorry for the man.
D) She was ill a few days ago.
6. A) In 1985. B) In 1986. C) In 1987. D) In 1988.
7. A) The man hasn’t seen a monkey.
B) The woman hasn’t seen a monkey.
C) The man believes her.
D) The woman doesn’t like the zoo.
8. A) They are going to a farm. B) They are going to the church.
C) They are going to a shop. D) They are going home. ‘
9. A) Classmates.
B) A customer and a shop assistant.
C) A patient and a doctor.
D) A teacher and a student.
10. A) The man was a stamp-collector.
B) The man doesn’t like stamps any more.
C) The woman feels sorry for him.
D) The woman gives him some stamps.

Section B 10%

Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage,
you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only
once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices
marked A), B), C) and D). Then mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with

a single line through the centre.

Passage 1
Questions 11 to 13 are based on the passage you have just heard.
11. A) He had experienced an air crash.
B) He knew about many air accidents from reading.
C) He was airsick.
D) His friend wasn’t a reliable pilot.
12. A) He was so frightened that he screamed.
B) He seized his friend by the arm.
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C) He closed his eyes.
D) He called a taxi and escaped.

13. A) People. B) Ants. C) Aunts. D) Birds.
Passage 11
Questions 14 to 17 are based on the passage you have just heard.
14. A) Keep silence. B) Follow him.
C) Pretend to know. D) Drink and eat.
15. A) An English dramatist. B) A friend.
C) A kind of alcohol. D) A kind of cheese.
16. A) They burst into laughter. B) They didn’t say anything.
C) They agreed with what he said. D) They corrected his answer.
17. A) The first man. B) The second man.
C) Both of them. D) None of them.
Passage 111
Questions 18 to 20 are based on the passage you have just heard.
18. A) Spring. B) Summer.
C) Autumn. D) Winter.
19. A) In the car. B) At a shop.
C) At the airport. D) At the railway station.
20. A) His bathing suit. B) Their passports.
C) The piano. D) Their plane tickets.

Part 11 Reading Comprehension (35 minutes) 30%
Directions: There are 4 passages in this part. Each passage is followed by some questions
or unfinished statements. For each of them there are four choices marked A), B), C) and

D). Choose the best answer and mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet.

Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage.
At school children are instructed to protect birds. Teachers encourage the children

to build nests (£ %) for birds in their gardens, schoolyard or in a park and remind them
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that it’s against the law to remove or damage a nest in the wild, even if it is old and of no
use.

Birds build their nests in all kinds of places. Some are high in trees, on the sides of
buildings or on the top of hills while others on the ground, in fields or by stream banks.
Birds also use various nesting materials to build their nests, including sticks, mud, stones,
grass and so on. Some birds are able to change to be suitable for different conditions.
They’1l build their nests wherever they can find a spot and use whatever materials they
can find. But other birds will build their nests only in certain places and use only certain
materials.

In the activity to build nests, the kids are asked to observe birds first and to fill out
the information sheet. Then teachers take them to a park that has a good environment for
birds. Divide the group into several teams. Have the kids search for the perfect spots.
Remind them that most birds build their nests near a food source and that the nests are
usually kept safe from rain and the hot sun. Let the kids talk about why the location is
good and decide on the sites. Afterward, have each group work together to try to build
the nests, using the same materials the bird would use. Each nest should also be in the
correct size and shape.

Children would be happy to see the nests built by themselves.

21. It is against the law for people to
A) move from one continent to another
B) go and observe how birds are nesting
C) destroy even the useless nests
D) build nests in trees and fields
22. The passage mainly introduces
A) how birds build their nests
B) an activity to guide the children in building bird nests
C) how to protect birds
D) why children love animals
23. The children are urged to build bird nests in order to
A) be trained to protect birds
B) find that building a nest is an easy job
C) learn how to keep birds
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D) be aware that they must care for birds
24. How do children learn to build nests in this activity?

A) Teachers first take the children to a park, then ask them to observe birds.

B) The kids are asked to write something about nests, to find spots in a park and to
build nests individually.

C) Under the guidance of the teachers, children observe birds, search for spots and
build the nests in teams in a park.

D) Teachers take the kids to a park, have them build nests near a food source and
then divide them into teams.

25. The author presents the passage in a (an) fashion.
A) hostile B) enthusiastic
C) instructive D) critical

Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage.

Ice fishermen know better that the cold temperatures mean a more challenging
sport — the fish aren’t feeding as much so they are harder to catch. The fishermen also
know that there are still plenty of opportunities. Ice-fishing techniques are a little different
from regular fishing. Follow these guidelines and few fish will disappoint you.

Put safety first. Make sure the ice you walk on is three to six inches thick. Avoid
thin spots by cutting a hew hole every few steps before moving over deeper water. The
actual fishing hole needs to be wide enough to pull your fish through.

Be properly equipped. Instead of using fishing poles, many ice fishermen prefer a
little device with a bait (%) on one end and a flag a few inches away. When a fish bites
and pulls down the baited end, the flag moves to catch the fisherman’s eye. Cold-water
bites are much gentler than usual.

Keep fish guessing. Ice fishermen change baits often to see which kind the fish
find most tasty. Most fish prefer live baits for their winter meals. Next are freeze-dried
baits. This idea is to let the fish tell you which they prefer.

Draw fish’s attention. Move your baits in a slow, circular motion. That helps fish
detect in their poorly lit environment.

You will be lucky enough to catch some fish because they are hungry. So ice fishing

can make a long winter seem a lot shorter.
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26. Freezing weather makes fishing
A) difficult B) easy
C) tiring D) unrealistic
27. If you know how to go ice fishing,
A) you will catch much more fish than you expect
B) you can let fish talk with you
C) you’ll probably catch some fish
D) it’s still impossible for you to catch any fish
28. Why should a flag be tied on the baited line?
A) It is a custom.
B) A flag is used as a signal for fishermen.
C) Fish only bite the bait near a flag in winter.
D) To draw fish’s attention.
29. Most fish like baits that are .
A) alive B) frozen
C) soft D) mature
30. For what purpose does the author write this passage?
A) To inspire his readers to start a new business.
B) To encourage his readers to take adventures.
C) To introduce an interesting winter outdoor activity to his readers.
D) To make a long winter shorter.

Questions 31 to 35 are based on the following passage.

There was a rather old-fashioned lady, always quite careful and refined, especially
in language. She and her husband were planning a week’s vacation in Florida, so she
wrote to a campground and asked for arranging a room for them. She wanted to make
sure the campground was fully equipped, but didn’t know how to ask about the toilet
(/® FF) facilities. She just could not bring herself to write the word “toilet” in her letter.
After much consideration she finally came up with the term “bathroom commode”. But
she still thought she was being too forward, so she referred to the “bathroom commode”
merely as the “BC”. “Does the campground have its own BC?” is what she actually
wrote.

Well, the campground owner wasn’t old-fashioned and when he got the letter, that
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“BC” really puzzled him. He showed the letter to several couples, but they couldn’t
imagine what the lady meant either. So he finally concluded that the lady must be asking
about the nearest Baptist Church (#&4L4#% %) , sat down and wrote the following
reply:

“DEAR MADAM,

I now take the pleasure of informing you that a BC is located 9 miles north of the
campground with 250 seats. Sometimes it is so crowded that there are five to a seat. It
may interest you to know that right now there is a supper planned to raise money to buy
more seats. If you decide to come to our campground, perhaps I could go with you the
first time you go and sit with you and introduce you to all the other-folks. We will be
sure to get a seat up front where everyone can see you. Remember, we are a friendly
community.

Sincerely,
The Campground Owner”

31. What problem did the old lady have when she wanted to ask about the toilet facilities?
A) She didn’t know how to spell the word “toilet”.
B) She couldn’t stand herself writing the word “toilet”.
C) She thought that “BC” was an acceptable expression.
D) She tried to avoid misunderstanding.
32. According to the old-fashioned lady, BC referred to
A) the toilet
B) the campground
C) aroom
D) a Baptist Church
33. Which of the following statements about BC is NOT true?
A) The campground owner thought of BC as a church.
B) The old lady intended to play a word game with the campground owner.
C) To the lady and the campground owner BC meant differently.
D) No tourists in that campground knew the meaning of BC.
34. The campground owner would introduce the old lady to
A) the people on the campground
B) the people at church
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C) folk artists
D) several couples

35. This story is written in a (an) tone.
A) serious B) sentimental
C) alert D) comic

Questions 36 to 40 are based on the following passage.

Quite probably, no one appreciates the power of the written word more than a
writer and a teacher. Since I am both, my inability to write with any power to my
mother is one of the most serious failures of my life.

My mother is the only person to whom I write in Chinese. She was born and
brought up in China. Although her four America-born children can converse in her
language, our fluency is elementary. Our literacy ( i 5 £ 7 ) is less than that .

People from Asia have poured into the United States in recent years, and much has
been written about their need and efforts to learn English and the American culture. But
my situation is the reverse, and no less trying. I am an American attempting to reach to
alanguage in order to communicate with a non-English-speaking parent. And I constantly
find myself at a loss for words. There were Chinese words that will speak what I mean.
I grasp at anything to dig them out; but they were never planted in my mind, and I
unearth nothing. This happens whenever I speak to my mother in ordinary conversation.
Writing, of course, is just as difficult, if not more.

36. The author is
A) a writer B) a teacher
C) a Chinese D) both A and B
37. By “Our literacy is less than that.” (Line 3, Para. 2) the author means that their
literacy is less
A) than their fluency
B) than fluent
C) than elementary
D) than both
38. Which of the following statements is NOT true?
A) Most people from Asia make great efforts to learn English.
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39.

40.

B) The author has problems in speaking Chinese.

C) The author’s mother does not speak English.

D) Writing in Chinese is less difficult than speaking in Chinese.
The word “unearth” (Line 7, Para. 3) is nearest in meaning to
A) bury B) discover

C) plant D) reap

What is the best title for this passage?

A) Words fail me in Chinese.

B) Language problems facing a China-born child.

C) My difficulty in learning Chinese.

D) The importance of Chinese in my family.

Part II1 Vocabulary and Structure (20 minutes) 20%

Section A 10%

Directions: In this part there are 20 incomplete sentences. For each sentence there are
four choices marked A), B), C) and D). Choose the ONE that best completes the sentence.
Then mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet.

41.

42.

43.

45.

46.

It is my experience that the more you read, the more information you tend to

A) form B) maintain C) master D) retain
He feels lonely for he has few friends in his class.
A) somehow  B) somewhat C) somewhere D) little
I saw Allison’s pictures everywhere, even on the cover of a French magazine, while
on a(an) in Paris.
A) work B) business C) assignment D) job
LIt around nine o’clock when I drove back home because it was already
dark.
A)hadtobe B)musthave been  C) was to be D) must be
When the interests of animals don’t agree with those of humans, animal interests

nothing at all.
A) count for B)setin C) come across D) look to
Most students spend two years doing research for their thesis ( ¢ 3k # X ) and one
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47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

year writing it .

A) down B) in C)up D) off

Most evenings he helps himself to some fish. He can take one he likes.
A) all the time B) whichever C) whenever D) the times
Additional loans and gifts from relatives have personal savings.
A)addedup B) amounted to C) counted up to D) supplemented
Churchill became Prime Minister during the darkest period of the Second World
War, helping save Great Britain from being Hitler.

A) conquered by  B) fought by C) invaded into by D) prevailed by

It was not until she arrived in class realized she had forgotten her book.
A) and she B) when she C) she D) that she

The rabbit was lucky that it just missed

A) being caught B) to be caught C) catching D) to catch

When I was only 100 meters off the coast, the conditions changed the

worse, so I decided to head back to shore.

A)to B) at C) for D) on

No one would have time to read or listen to everything going on in the’
world.

A)itis B) that is C) what is D) asis

Lee has contributed fifty dollars, but he wishes he could contribute

A) another fifty B) one other fifty dollars

C) the same amount also D) more fifty dollars

Dogs left alone in large cages could a higher temperature.

A) exceed B) explore C) endure D) suffer

It’s true that the old road is less direct and so a bit longer. We don’t take the new one,
, because we don’t feel safe on it.

A) unless B) though C) therefore D) otherwise

It is not necessary that all the required money should be or stored up

beforehand in order to carry on the business.

A) shared B) accumulated  C) anticipated D) approached

The play is said to be worth seeing. You must have seen it yesterday evening,
you? ’

A) mustn’t B) did C)can’t D) didn’t
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59. Any such news would start her .
A) to worry B) worry C) worried D) worrying

60. Just as the soil is a part of the earth, the atmosphere.
A)asitis B) the same is C)and so is D) sois

SectionB  10%
Directions: In this section there are 10 incomplete sentences. Fill in the blanks with

words or phrases given below. Change the form where necessary.

current  afact of life prompt offend absorb just as indicate

attribute  even though participate whereas establish speak of resume

61. Everyone at the party : careful planning.

62. That the rich get richer and the poor poorer is

63. the French enjoy their wine, so the German enjoy their beer.

64. She won’t leave the TV set, her supper is on the table.

65. It was silly of him to at such remarks.

66. Everyone in the class is expected to in these discussions.

67. Anew bank was in Scotland for the purpose of improving the economy
of the country.

68. The fact that they are highly paid for their work that what they do is
needed by other people.

69. When firmly rejected, he transferred his love to Mary.

70. Jim his success to hard work.

PartIV Cloze (15 minutes) 10%

Directions: There are 20 blanks in the following passage. Each blank is provided with
four possible choices marked A), B), C) and D). Choose the ONE that best fits into the
passage. Then mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet.

n 21 L KB ILE



