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SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE

Designed by a Danish architect to look like
the sails of a ship, the Sydney Opera House
stands on a peninsula that juts out into the
Sydney harbour. This unusual structure,
which took 14 years to build, was finally com-
pleted in 1973. It houses a theatre for opera
and ballet, a drama theatre, a cinema and a
recording room for a symphony orchestra.
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SYDNEY HARBOUR
BRIDGE

Linking the city of Sydney to its north-

Sydney Opera House

ern suburbs, the Sydney Harbour Bridge
is the largest singlespan arch bridge in
the world. In addition to railway tracks
and traffic lanes, the bridge has special
pathways for bicycles and pedestrians.
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AYERS ROCKS

Probably the best known natural landmark in
Australia, Ayers Rock is the world’s largest natu-
ral stone monument. Rising to a height of 348 me-
tres in the middle of a sandy desert, this huge block
of red sandstone has been a sacred place to Aborigi-

nal tribesmen since ancient times.
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BLUE MOUNTAINS

Lying to the west of Sydney, the Blue Moun-
tains are noted for their spectacular scenery of
high cliffs rising from densely wooded valleys.
The Blue Mountains are “blue” because thou-
sands of eucalyptus trees “breathe” fine drop-
lets of oil into-the atmosphere. This causes the
un’s.rays to be deflected such that distant ob-

s appEariBiue.
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Ayers Rocks

The longest fence in the world (5,531
kilometres) has been built to keep the wild
dingo out of the sheep farming areas of
1 Queensland.

Stretching for a distance of 2,030
kilometres off the north-east coast of
Australia, the Great Barrier Reef is the
longest coral reef in the world.
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TeRRA COTTA
WARRIORS

In 1974, a farmer working in a field near Xi'an
uncovered some life-size clay warriors that
had been standing guard by the tomb of
Emperor Qin Shih Huang. Soon, thousands
of these warriors as well as clay chariots and
horses were found, each sculpted with its own
facial features, costume and hairstyle.
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GREAT WALL OF CHINA

Parts of the Great Wall were built nearly 2,500 years
ago by warring states to protect their borders from
hostile neighbours. In 214 BC, the Emperor Qin Shih
Huang joined together all of these walls into one to
keep the roving tribes from raiding his empire. The
6,700 kilometres wall is so long that American astro-
nauts reported that they could see it from the moon
as a distinct line!
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The Qinghai-Tibet Plateau in h
southwest China is the world’s highest
plateau. Popularly known as the “roof

of the world"”, the plateau covers an
area of

2,300,000 square kilometres.
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The largest encydlopaedia ever written,

the Yongle Canon, extended to 11,095

volumes and was compiled in China by
Xie Jin over 500 years ago.
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Perhaps the most graceful building in the
whole world, the Taj Mahal was built by
the Emperor Shah Jahan in memory of
his wife Mumtaz Mahal, the “Lady of the
Taj”. More than 20,000 people worked
on the construction of this marble monu-
ment which was erected to the south of
the Yamuna River in the city of Agra
between 1635 and 1653.
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The earlist known conservation laws were
., enacted in India. In the third century BC,
Emperor Ashoka announced the Fifth
Pillar Edict which forbade the slaughter
of certain animals and the buming of
forests.
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PaLACE OF THE WINDS,
JAIPUR

At the centre of the city of Jaipur in Rajasthan stands
the pink sandstone Hawa Mahal, or “Palace of the
Winds”. The palace, with its beautiful frontage, was built
in 1799 to enable the ladies of the royal household to
view processions and city life in the streets below.
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GOLDEN TEMPLE OF AMRITSAR

Founded in 1577, Amritsar, “the pool of nectar”, is both the
centre of the Sikh religion and a major city where many
Sikhs live. The Golden Temple, surrounded by the pool
that gave the city its name, is the holiest Sikh shrine.
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BOROBODUR

On a hill to the west of Jogjakarta in the cen-
tre of the island of Java stands Borobodur. It is
believed to be the largest Buddhist sanctuary
in the world. Built over 1,000 years ago, this
ancient temple has almost five kilometres of
carvings, ornamented with 500 statues of

Buddha.
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Borobodur
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KRAKATOA

On the morning of 27 August 1883, the
largest volcanic eruption ever recorded,
took place on the island of Krakatoa, west
of Java. The explosion was heard as far away
as Perth, Australia, and the tidal wave that
was created travelled all the
way around the world, destroying coastal
villages and towns. The island disappeared
completely as a result of the explosion. A
new island called “Child of Krakatoa” rose
out of the sea when further volcanic activ-
ity took place in 1927.
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. Indonesia has the largest population of :
Muslims in the world. About 80% of the %
country’s 180,000,000 people follow the :

Islamic faith. On his way to China in 1272,

|| the istand of Sumatra, but is was not until the |, m"%
fifteenth century that Islam became the | i e .3
dominant religion in Indonesia.
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The beautiful snow-capped symmetry of - Over 100 years ago the Japanese ~B
Mount Fuji makes it perhaps the most . government decx.ded to simplify the
recognisable mountain peak in the world. Japanese kanji or alphabet by |
Rising to a height of 3,776 metres near . reducing it from 15,000 to under
Tokyo, sacred Mount Fuji is the remains 1 2,000 characters. :
of a once-active volcano which last ; _ .
erupted in 1707. Until 1868, women were | The Seikan tunnel, linking the
|

not allowed to climb Mount Fuji. Japanese islands of Hokkaido and

e 3 Honshu, is one of the world’s
=] + w ! largest underwater tunnels,
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Horyuji Témple The oldest wooden building in the world is thé!Horyuji
Temple which was built in the historic Japanese city of
Nara in AD 708 - 715, Nara, famous for its Buddhist and
Shinto shrines, was the first permanent capital of Japan.
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Torn GATE

" The torii is the sacred gateway to a Shinto shrine and is
~ perhaps the most famous symbol of Japan.

There are many different styles of torii, but the
largest is the great Torii Gate which stands in the
water at the entrance to the harbour of the “Shrine
Island” of Miyajima.
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PENANG BRIDGE
The Penang Bridge links the island of Penang
to the Malaysian peninsula. At 13.5 kilome-

tres long, it is the longest bridge in Asia and
the third longest in the world.

UBADIAH MOSQUE

Kuala Kangsar in northwest Malaysia is a
royal town . It is famous for having one of
the very first rubber trees to be planted in
the country. Its palace is the residence of
the Sultan of Perak.

On the road to the palace, stands one of
Malaysia's finest Muslim shrines, the Ubadiah

Mosqe. It has a | uge golden dome sur-
rounded by smaller domes and minarets.
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Ubadiah Mosque



