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PREFACE

uring the Ming dynasty, the scholar Liu Tong wrote Scenes of the Imperial City(Dijing jingwu lue). The book is well — known to
D readers for its descriptions ot the walls, moats, palaces, halls, altars and temples of the Ming Imperial City in Beijing. The title of our
album of photos, As Dusk Fell on the Imperial City refers to Liu’s book because these photographs genuinely depict * the Imperial City ~
and not the later, much photographed, palace complex of the Republican era.

Almost all the photographs reproduced here were taken during the 26th and 27th vear of the Guangxu Emperor’s reign period( 1900}, By
the Republican era, many of the scenes depicted were no longer visible, and many more have long since ceased to exist. 'The front gate of
the Imperial Palace complex, for example, designated the Da Ming Gate in the Ming dynasty, was a structure retained by the subsequent
Qing, although the name on the plinth was changed to the Da Qing Gate(Zhonghua Men). Photographs of this latter structure have appeared
in many publications, but the present work shows the original Qing structure with the name Da Qing (ate appearing on the horizontal
plaque in both Manchu and Chinese characters. Similarly, the side gates on either side of Tian’anmen Gate — were pulled down more than
thirty years ago. Innumerable photos of the three major halls in the palace — Taihedian, Zhonghedian and Baohedian ( AJF[1ES . th ALY ¥ {5
A1Eg ) have been published in various books and magazines tor many years. But the photographed interiors of these halls which appear in
the present album have not appeared elsewhere. They include such features as the plaques bearing couplets in the calligraphy of the (ianiong
Emperor which hang in the center of the Taihedian( /4 [k ). together with the screens and the throne, the floor festooned with carpets
and the braziers positioned 10 the right and left on the ground beneath the throne dais. These details were all updated by the usurper Yuan
Shikai who had the plaques taken down and the throne substituted with a high — backed chair which was neither completelv Chinese nor
Western in design. In 1947 the Imperial Palace’s Museurn of Antiquities had Yuan Shikai’s chair removed. Todav visitors to the Imperial
Palace can see the Taihedian fitted out exactly as depicted in the photos ir; this album, as arranged by the Palace Muscum, with its
throne, screen, incense censors and other interior features. Only the plaque and the carpets have not been restored to their original locations. T'he
interior furnishings of other parts of the palace have long since disappeared, but we also tind them preserved in some ot these photographs. For
example, the interior furnishings of the Zhonghedian and the Zhonghai Ziguangge Pavilion( {15 %5 3:[¥] Ywere both quite unique. The unraised
settee in the Zhonghedian and the candelabras to either side of it were features not to be seen in anv other palaces.

In addition to the above, many architectural structures which no longer exist can be scen in these photos. A significant example is the
Beishangmen Gate( [, [-["] )which was located near the present day entrance of the Jingshan Park. At the time of these photographs, the
Beishangmen Gate stood opposite the Shenwumen( (il i ["] ) Gate, the entrance of the Forbidden City today. In front ot the Beishangmen
Gate was a narrow path leading along the lTongzihe Moat. The east — west road which now runs along the southern perimeter of Jingshan
Park did not exist then. It was not constructed until 1930, Originally, a row of attached houses extended on either side of the Beishangmen
Gate and formed the southern boundary of the park. After the road was laid, a new wall was built along the perimeter to torm the presemnt
southern wall of Jingshan Park. The Beishangmen Gate then became an architectural structure outside of Shenwumen. In the 19507, the
Beishangmen Gate and the buildings to either side of it were torn down and the site acquired its present day appearance.

; -

There are numerous other examples of changed appearances. T'he two ceremonial pavilions in front of the Dagaoxuandian ( 5 £ &

——

*9

E: )and the three memorial archways designated ™ Dade Risheng, 7 Xiantian Mingjing, ' and * Dongsui Huangzuo, ~ all were taken down
to allow tor roads. The original railing running along the Jin‘aoyvudong( 43%; {4 )Bridge was also torn down in the 1970%s and replaced
with an enormous white ironwork grille. The Yunhuilou( ZZ#3£E£ )in Nanhai was also dismantled in the 195075 and moved to Taoranting
( (IR EF )to make wav for new construction. Other alterations outside the palace complex include the cannon damage on the northeastern
corner tower of the caty wall which was inflicted by the guns of the Allied Expeditionary Forces during their assault on Beijing in
1900. Then, in1958, during the campaign of the Great leap Forward, the entirc complex of walls and towers surrounding Beijng was
dismantled.

Above are some examples ot sites which no longer exist. But along with these obvious losses, other features of the Imperial Citv have
been lost. Ninety years of wind, sun and rain have croded away the carved decoration on the stonework throughout the palace. The original
crisp lines have disappeared. But their original appearance can be distinctly seen in these valuable photographs.

Readers of the album will probably be puzzied by the knee — length untended grass which fills the courtvards ot the palaces . The




explanation for this lies primarily in the fact that Beijing at the time was a city under occupation by invaders. All regulated management
of the grounds had broken down,and no on¢ took the responsibility of sweeping the stone tiles or weeding the lawns. This can be clearly
seen in the photos taken in 1900 by the commission from the Imperial University of Tokyo, made up by Assistant Professor Chiuta Itoo,
Doogakuhakushi, College of Engineering, Mr. Jun” ichi Tsuchiya, Doogakushi, member of the University Hall, Mr. Tsunegoroo Okuyama, Assistant
Expert of the College of Fngineering, and Mr. Dazumasa Ogawa, photographer.

In addition to these photographs, there are also a number of the Western — style buildings of the Changchunyuan( & %% [&] ) complex

near the Old Summer Palace. Mr. Teng Gu included these images in his Relics of the European Style Palaces of the Yuanming Yuan, published

by China’s Commercial Press. These pictures were originally in the collection of Mr. Ernst Boerschmann, Professor of the German College of
Engineering and were taken by the German photographer Mr. krnstohlmer who served as an inspector in the Tianjin Customs Office from
1867 to 1870. According to Mr. Teng Gu’s research, these are the earliest photos of the Yuanmingyuan( |B|HH[F| )complex. Because they were

taken less than ten vyears before the destruction of the buildings they are extremely valuable.
Among the photographs presented here are also some taken after the 1911 Revolution, after the abdication of kmperor Puyi and during

his confinement in the palace. Mr. Osvald Siren explains that some of these were taken during a guided tour of the palace accompanied by
Puyi, and those of the Xiyuan, consisting of Beihai Lake, Zhonghai Lake, and Nanhai Lake, were taken with the approval of China’s Internal
Aftairs Department, In these photographs we catch rare glimpses of daily life in the palace as well as arrangements of flowers in the palace’s
various garden courtyards. Many buildings no longer standing — such as Yanginglou( #EJEH# ) Tower in Zhongnanhai, the Chunyizhai ( #f -
7% yTheater and the Wanzilang( (- f:Ji[ )are recorded for posterity in these precious photographs. Also of inestimable vajue are Mr. Siren’s

photographs of the Liwangfu, Chengfu, Chengwangtu ( ;¢ 1-fJ ) and the Sengwangfuyuan( {3 F#FE ). The photo of the " leopard — tail

rifles” racks to either side of the large gateway to Liwangfu( & {-Jif Jdocument details never recorded on film before,

Manv of the photos described above have been used to resolve problems arising in the restoration work which has taken place in the
Imperial Palace. For example, that of the throne in the Taihedian. In 1947, the Imperial Palace Museum took charge of the Museum of
Antiquities of the Imperial Household ( [Af&Jff ), including its entire tribute section. At that time, Ma Heng, curator of the museum, made the
decision to remove the throne of Yuan Shikai and restore the throne room to its original Qing appearance. The dais and the gilded screens
were (Qing originals; only the throne itself had been replaced by Yuan Shikai. Ma Heng was under the impression that such a restoration
would be a simple matter, and that if the most impressive throne in the relics collection was moved in, the restoration would be completed. A
number of thrones were selected but none harmonized with the screens. It was only when reference was made to these photographs that the
restorers became aware of the original appearance of the throne. The required throne, however, was not to be found in the warehouses. The
Imperial Palace was then combed. Finally, on the old site of thc Neiwufu the precious throne appeared among a pile of dilapidated furniture
and broken timber. The throne was no longer intact. The left section was incomplete. Fortunately, however, the right side was still whole and
the throne could be restored. A portrait of the Kangxi kEmperor in court robes depicts him sitting on this very throne. Another imperial
portrait shows the Qianlong Emperor being pronounced Taishang Huangdi sitting on a throne in the Huangjidian( £ ffif% )which imitates
this throne’s construction. With the help of these valuable visual materials, the restoration of the throne became a resolvable matter. The
photographs supplied evidence to assist the curators in their search for the onginal piece, plaving an invaluable role in the restoration process

ot the throne room.
The above illustrations demonstrate that the documentary value of the photographs cannot be underestimated, as the photographs depict

the state of the national palaces at that time. But it was also a time when foreign invaders could occupy the palaces, coming and going as
they pleased. These photographs therefore also testify to China’s national humiliation. The photographs of the cannon damaged northeastern
tower of the city walls s even more alarming. I have heard that at that time the archery tower of Zhengyangmen (ate was also damaged
by cannon fire.

In the past my famil/ had a large residence in Dongjiaominxiang( 5 47 <t £ ), known in English as Legation Street, within Zhengyangmen
( [I'BFY YGate. The mansion had been presented to an earlier Prime Minister Duke Wenduan. In 1900, while my father was still a student, my

great — grandtather and my grandfather had both been stationed to official posts in the provinces. It was the year that the Boxers burned

10 —




down the cathedral on Legation Street. My entire family took refuge with relatives surnamed Hao who lived in Shaling( ;“»4g ), north of
Beljing. We left several male servants to look after the house. The Boxers believed that there were foreigners concealed in the grounds of
our residence, so they searched it several times. Later, when the Fight Nation Allied Expeditionary Force entered Beijing they believed there
were Boxers concealed in our home, and so they burned it to the ground. My father said that when the family returned to Beijing from
Shaling in 1901, our home was in ruins. Prior to leaving, they had taken only a change of clothes with them, believing that they would
return after a few days. He recalled that on the way out, passing by the main hall, he picked up from a large writing desk a white jade
letter opener decorated with three sheep. It had been a present from the emperor and was quite portable, But mv grandmother prevented
llhim from taking it on the journey saying that with the turmoil raging outside having such an object in one’s possession might lead to
trouble . My father then hid it in ashes from the kang furnace near the front corridor . When they returned he found the letter opener
among the ruins, as well as, unexpectedly, a bronze mortar and pestle for grinding medicines and an iron hammer. Although 1 was not yet
born at that ume, I can readily appreciate the sense of national and domestic loss suffered by my torebears. In editing this album of
photographs, in addition to sharing a sense of national humiliation all Chinese feel in the face this episode from history, I am also imprinted
with a greater sense of ineradicable tamily loss.

In reprinting these photographs, Forbidden City Publishers invited me to write this pretace. This jumbled description of personal cmotions

and reactions will, I hope, be able to serve as preface.

e Ja jin
Researcher, Palace Museum
March, 199353
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