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PartII Reading Comprehension (35 minutes)

Directions: There are four passages in this part. Each passage is
Jollowed by some questions or unfinished statements. For each of
them there are four choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should
decide on the best choice and mark the corresponding letter on the

Answer Sheet with a single line through the center.

Passage 1
Questions 21 to 25 are based on the following passage:

The beaver (##J8) is North America’s largest rodent (small
plant-eating animal). As such, it is a close relative of two creatures
that are not held in particularly high regard by most experts of
wildlife, the porcupine (3%%) and the rat. Even so, the beaver has
several qualities that endear it to people: it is monogamous (having
only one wife or husband at time) and lives in a family unit; it is
rentle and clean; it is absolutely industrious.

The beaver’s legendary capacity for hard work has produced
some astonishing results. In British Columbia, for example, one
ambitious creature cut down a cottonwood tree that was 110 feet tall
and more than five feet thick, In New Hampshire, beavers
constructed a dam that was three-fourths of a mile long and the body
of water it created contained no fewer than 40 lodges. In Colorado,
beavers were responsible for the appearance of a canal that was a

4



yard deep and ran for 750 feet. Each adult beaver in Massachuseltts,
according to one researcher’s calculations, cuts down more than a ton

of wood every year.
Beavers appear to lead exemplary (praise-worthy) lives. But the

beaver’s strong liking for building dams, lodge, and canals has got it
into a lot of hot water lately. People who fish in the Midwest and
New England are complaining about beaver dams that spoil streams
for trout, a kind of fish, and, in the Southeast, loggers object
whenever the animals flood out valuable stands of commercial wood.
But some beaver experts fight for a more generous view. Historically,
they say, this creature’s impact on the environment has been
tremendously significant, and its potential as a practical conservation
resource is receiving more and more attention.
21. What does the passage mainly discuss?

A) Characteristics and habits of the beaver.

B) Forest animals as conservation resources.

C) Rodents of North America.

D) The beaver’s role in building canals.
22. In the first paragraph, the author implies that the porcupine

and the rat are

A) gentle and clean

B) not found in North America

C) disliked by experts of wildlife

D) monogamous and live in a family unit
23. According to the passage, a beaver in British Columbia

was responsible for

A) cutting down a ton of wood

B) constructing a 750-foot canal

C) building a dam almost a mile long



D) cutting a 110-foot cottonwood tree down
24. According to the passage, beavers have been the subject
of complaining because they .
A) contribute to soil erosion by cutting down so many trees
B) build dams that ruin popular fishing area
C) attack people who are close to them
D) destroy log cabins
25. The paragraph following the passage probably discuss

A) examples of destructive forest-dwelling rodents

B) favorite fish streams in New England

C) reasons for the beaver’s popularity among loggers

D) ways in which the beaver acts as a conservation resource

Passage 2
Questions 26 to 30 are based on the following passage:

Scientists estimate that about 35,000 other objects, too small to
detect with radar but detectable with powerful Earthbased telescopes,
are also circling the Earth at an altitude of 200 to 700 miles. This -
debris (remains) poses little danger to us on the Earth, but since it is
traveling at average relative speeds of six miles per second, it can

severely damage expensive equipment in a collision. This threat was
dramatized by a hole one-eighth of an inch in diameter created in a
window of a United States space shuttle in 1983. The hole was
determined to have been caused by a collision with a speck (spot) of
paint traveling at a speed of about two to four miles per second. The

window had to be replaced.
As more and more nations put satellites into space, the risk of
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