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Aunt Martha Minnic Templar.
(Miss Parker).

Bella, servant at
the Parkers’ house.

L
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Arthur Dicey.

A Messenger from Mars.
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Man-servant at
Mrs. Clarence’s house.

A

.I,:ldies and

Gentlemen at
Mrs. Clarence’s dance.

newsboy.

Crowd in street accident.
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Act 1
A Selfish Man

coad

Bella,! the (s;rvant,‘comes in, Right. She turns on the elec-
tric light. She then goes to the window. Snow can be seen
(7 @U?ng outside.? She pulls the [c’ulgttaqn across the window:.
\ " She goes to the fire and puts more 5gﬁf o it. Minnie Tem-
plar® comes in, Left. She is dressed ready to go to a dance.

She is followed by Aunt Martha.* [~

[or”
A

MINNIE looking round the room: Horace® isn’t here!
AUNT Not here?
MINNIE No. Where can he be?
AUNT That’s very strange.
MINNIE We shall be late!
AUNT Yes, dear, I fear® you will be.
MINNIE He promised to go to the dance, didn’t he?
AUNT Yes, dear, he did. Of course he did.
MINNIE And he’s not ready! Horace is the most selfish man?

I ever knew.
AUNT Yes, dear, he is.
MINMIE  He thinks of nothing but his books and his papers

1. Bella {'belo]l: MBI (BIk BEAAEHHRM LI, 2. Snow can be
seen falling outside: WLAF A ETHSE, HA We can see snow falling
outside. iXH4rid falling &I ZEMHEM, 3. Minnie Templar ['mini
‘templo]: B4R - ML B CEHBIHARIFE), 4. Martha ['ma:6s]: BB (EH
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and the stars. He is always' reading about the stars and
he doesn’t think of me at all.
AUNT Quite true, dear.

B

Horggg comes in, Right. — He has on* a thick coat and
a hat. “Minnie runs to him and kisses him. Horace kisses
her coldly. He comes to the table and puts down a paper
called ‘The Stars’.

MINNIE Oh, Horace!

HORACE Oh, it is cold! He goes to the fire, piBbing his hands.

MINNIE I'm so® glad you are here. We have been waiting.

HORACE Waiting? What for?

MINNIE  Waiting for you, of course.

AUNT Have you got a taxi? *

HORACE A taxi — what for?

MINNIE To take us to the dance.

AUNT Horace, you’ll be late! Aren’t you going to the Clarences’s
dance?

HORACE No, of course not. T've got a bad cold. I've been
out in the snow to get this paper, “The Stars’. It is about
life on I\/I%;'gfézjs_ubject in which I am very interested. And
you ask me to pr;t—pnw thin clothes and go out again and
make my cold worse! And why am I to do this?™ I am
to do it so as to see a lot of fools dance aboutt until
three or four o’clock in the morning. You don’t seem

L. always: JE47RtsE AR, B A ILIEANBEAEN, XREH RLHK
&, BE BWEREBXRTER-XM%B.” 2. on: adv. ¥#. Pitn: He
had nothing on. fEft A%, 3. so: adv. B; £24. AFOE,LL very
PiESHE, 4, Clarence ['klerons]: ZHfe#i (A&). 5. whyam I to

6



B, fbERAEFRELTERHE, HRAFLERDY
E‘E“_l:o
Wk MASKRIXEE, EEM,

B

EWH At L, WF&—Eirk, RAE4LE, BRMTE
i, EHMASRGY T, AN ZF AT <E
K> 09 3R 4K,

BRYE. W), & %)

BN W, RIS Ry BEFD

HIgE: R T,WARMPL. Bl HES,

EWW. £% Fik

BigE. HAREHIR,

WheE. PRI BLIRE T M,

EPH. WHHERE— T,

Bge. BWENESNEL,

Wi BB, RNTERAT GAREXTAMRHRE N
p; PR

BYH. A, MBA%, RATHRE., REETZHEFR
TiXtr<BEO#, EEMGRTAE LEGY, X
R BAR R — AL (A Bl b AT AR
%, hREREME RTQEXAR, Rixk
BATTRER RGBT APl A = A4

do this? BoAHLETXAW: be+ Rk #RLE T, ITERMIE, 44

iy am to do FEix “UEM---”, 6. so as to see ... dance about:

AP RE—BECAIB MBS, XE dance BRHWT “to” MIBHFTER;
about ZEEEIIE]Q




to think about my health or happiness at ali.

AUNT Horace —!

HORACE 1 think you are very selfish: you think of no-one but!
yourself.

AUNT Well!

MINNIE Oh, don’t worry, I didn’t understand.

HORACE Now there is a sensible little girl!

MINNIE  Sit down here. She pushes a chair nearer to the fire.
Make yourself quite comfortable.

C

Horace sits down. He feels in his pockets.

HORACE Where is my pipe? [ 77 ’

MINNIE What are you looking for? fw’ SR

HORACE My pipe. I think I feft it in' my room upstalrs

MINNIE Il get it for you. She goes out. . - " | -

AUNT Horace, this 1s too bad! You are behaving very badly.
You are not treatmg Minnie as you ought to

HORACE But she is a dear little girl. B

AUNT She is a very good girl. She is much too good for you.
You are the most selfish man I ever knew. You think
of no one but yourself. You are going to marry Minnie.
She is going to become your wife, but you order her about
as if she were a servant.? Your mother was kind to her.
She took her to live in her home when she was poor, but
that is no reason? for treating her like a servant. She knows
that you mother was very kind to her, and that is why

2
she allows y%u to beh?ve as you do.

73 b3 1 '
1. but prep B Zﬁi‘ 2.  order her about as if she were a servant:

g, i th AP A, X B about REIE, BELBAL KRNI as
8




BT . BREBRAELRLBIGEFEMER,
Skl EEH——
EWY. REBERKRERT—AEHAN, RBAED,
Whgk. W]
B W, AR, WIRSKRA M,
EW. RERE BRI,
HIge. AsfEix )L, (I —detd 74038 K D8 HR— T,

C
EHMET . AFHERGILIARE,

B R,

M. TRkt 4

EEN. W, RBEREEEAEERMBERET,

B9, WAIRELE, (RobAD

Wik BB, WASRET HIEBRALT, RAZX
HEXS R R

EPW. R —EEOR,

Wl W GLREFAER. BXIRKF T, RERFINR
MAFEARBAN, RRBADABRIA. RRER
MRYRESIR T, MBEBCAIRINET T, "R R
BER M Sk—H; PRESEAIRAT, MR AR
e, R B RIB M SR AE B R B BIX R A B A R4
KR E . BAE R R WL, BT
A B B PR IX AL

if REEE, BB were FREHUES, 3. that is no reason: XH
no R, B reason, F i reason WEE, W “FREEH"HEE,

9



e

HORACE Well, she loves me. .3 i
AUNT You ought to try to be worthy of her love. Opne da}fl

Minnie will understand. She will see you as you really:

are.l And then you will lose her. She will not marry you. .~

Minnie comes in, Left.
MINNIE [ can’t find your pipe.
HORACE putting his hand in his pocket: Oh, it is in my pocket

all the time! Minnie takes a cushion and puts it in Horace’s

chair. 7 “r'l' /7‘}
MINNIE Are you comfortable?

(Y

D
T
. 1

AUNT Don’t speak to him, dear. He isn’t worth it.

MINNIE I must make my boy comfortable; and then I think
I'll go to bed.

AUNT What? Give up the dance?

MINNIE  Oh, it doesn’t matter./ .~ -, S %f,} '
AUNT JHo%g.cg | Horace, how can you let Mmme glve up her
Pledsute fike that! i

HORACE Why don’t you gb with her?

AUNT 1 can’t go because my dress isn’t ready. It hasn’t come
from the shop.

HORACE You have other dresses.

AUNT They're old and are not good enough. You ought to
g0, whether I go or not. Bella comes in, Rzght carrymg
a box. *5 7 Fors vk e

BELLA This is your dress from the shop, Miss Parker.

AUNT Oh, I'm so glad. Please take it up to my room. I will

1. She will see you as you really are: #[] She will know what
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go and put it on at once. Aunt goes out, Left.

MINNIE  Horace, tell me: do you love me? Do you really love
me, Or are you going to marry me because your mother
wanted you to do so? You mustn’t be angry with me.
Perhaps I expect too much; but I should be happier if
you were kinder and nicer to mel—if you showed that you
loved me a little. Oh, Horace, I don’t want you to marry
me just because you're sorry for me.

HORACE My dear child, don’t be foolish. I do? love you,
but I do not show it. It® is my nature not to show things.
Learned men are often like that, 4°%

MINNIE T wish you were not so learned. Love and learning
do not seem to agreet. Well, perhaps I am foolish and 1
do not understand. We will not talk about it any more.
Are you comfortable?

HORACE No. Will you get me another cushion? She brings
another cushion. Dear little girl. I will buy you some-
thing nice® tomorrow — some Jevéels and that will make
you happy. The light goes out and then comes on again.

MINNIE Do not stay up® too late, dear. You mustn’t work too
hard. Youwlll hurt your eyes.

HORACE Oh, my eyes are all right, but thc llght 1s bad. Did
you ask Bella to tell the Electric Compahy‘7 _
MINNIE  Yes; but I will telephone myself?”. Now I’ll see how

Auntie is getting on8. Good night.

1. 1 should ... if you were ... to me: XE—/A Eilsttty, FnH5HR
AR GER ) BRIERE L, WAEM AL, 2. do: XBAMIA,H
EMBIFR, BAHH”. “HH”, 3. it XEHESFE, REFEW not
to show things XA ZHAAEREIE, HH “FHEERACCHERY
A, 4. agree: JAbE“(HEETBL"E, S. something nice: — 5iF
H#, f£ifi  something, anything, nothing X %4 A/ %5 (Flnik B
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HORACE Minnie!
Minnie comes back, expecting some kind word or a kiss.
HORACE I was going to say —
MINNIE  Yes, dear?
HORACE I was going to say, please don’t forget to telephone
to the Electric Company.

E

Aunt comes in dressed in a new dress.

AUNT Here I am. T'm quite ready. Haven’t I been quick?

MINNIE Oh, Auntie, you do look nice.!  You are quite a picture.

AUNT Come along, dear. Is the taxi here?

MINNIE [ don’t know. I don’t think —

AUNT What? Hasn’t he ordered a taxi? Horace!

HORACE Oh, what is it? what is it? I'm reading.

AUNT Have you asked for a taxi?

HORACE The only thing I have asked for is a little peace and
quiet, but I do not seem to get any.

AUNT Why haven't you ordered a taxi?

MINNIE  Perhaps I could go.

AUNT Oh, I hate him! I never saw anyone so selfish. Bella
comes in, Right.

BELLA Mr. Dicey? has come. He wants to know whether he .
may take you to the dance.

AUNT Ask him to come upstairs, Bella.

HORACE Dicey! That fool!

AUNT He is a very nice man.

MINNIE How kind of him! He always seems to do the right

1. do look nmice: FyHa#+EH. do EBizhial, MWMIER; look + adj. &
“BEHEKEGM” BB G &, 2. Mr.  Dicey Ddaisil: ®F%E
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