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Preface

Believe it or not, learning English can

be a lot of fun! Talking to foreigners in
their own language is an exciting way to
learn about other cultures. But studying
a new language can also be a lot of
hard work — memorizing vocabulary
words, learning grammar, etc. Some-
times it seems the harder you study, the
more frustrated you get. Well, don't
study harder— study smarter. Knowing
how to study English will help you im-
prove more quickly.

Keys to Learning English will teach you
ways to study smarter. In order to really
know English, you can't just memo-
rize it. You have to practice it! This book
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gives you many tips for practicing and
improving all your English skills, includ-
iIng conversation, vocabulary, reading
and writing.

Unfortunately, there’ s no magic way to
learn English. The lessons in this book
make English easier and more fun, but
there’ s still a lot of work to do. So

what are you waiting for? Let’ s get
started.

Your Friend,

Do Besege

Doris Brougham
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o you want to learn English? |
S guess that goes without saying if
you' re reading this article. First of

all, you need to ask yourself, “How
badly do | want to?”

Some students treat English as a con-
tent subject, like history, geography or
literature. All you do is memorize a lot of
facts and you’ ve got it, right? Actually,
becoming proficient in a foreign lan-
guage is more like learning to piay the
piano. i takes practice. A lot of prac-
tice.

But some of you are saying, “| just
don’ t have any language aptitude .”
Oh, come now. If you can read this, you
have plenty of aptitude for learning a
language. The more important question
is whether or not you have the motiva-
tion . Many people only want to fearn
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English to pass tests in school. That’s
not enough. Experts tell us that the most
successful language learners have a
strong desire to communicate with
people in the target culture.

By the way, what do you want to be
able to do with your English? Have a
conversation with a foreigner? Under-
stand movies without reading the Chi-
nese sublitles? Read an English news-
paper? Study abroad? If you determine
why you want to learn English, it will
help you know where to start. Learning
English requires a number of very spe-
cific skills: listening, speaking, reading,
writing. Think about which skill you need
to brush up on the most.

In this series, “Keys to Learning Eng-
lish, ” we want to give you some prin-
ciples to help you improve your lan-
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guage learning skills. But there is no
magic formula. You can’ t just wake up
one morning, say a few magic words,
and instantly turn into a fluent English
speaker. You have to apply your-
self. And you can’t give up. If you use
the “keys” in this series, they will help
you unlock the door to the world of
English. [ promise.
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Worb Bank

proficient(adj) [pra’fifent]
36y

aptitude(n) ["pta,tjud]
)2

motivation(n) [ mota'vefon]
S |

subtitle (n) [“sab tartl]
BETE

formula(n) [“formjala]
AN

fluent(adj) [“fluant]
mA
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MoRE INFORMATION

content subject(n phr)

BB

target culture(n phr)
SN, ILIER T B XL BIR
brush up on (v phr)

S O U

apply yourseif(v phr)
EPAIVY E
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hat is the meaning of
W tintinnabulary? Oh, you don't
know? Well, to find out, go to

one of the most valuable reference
books—a dictionary. But wait! |s there
an English-English dictionary on your
shelf? There should be! Here's why.

When looking for correct meanings of
English words, an English-English dic-
tionary works best. Why? Because a
word in one language doesn’t always
correspond to one word in another lan-
guage. Also, an English-Chinese dictio-
nary may not always have the correct
English meaning of words. An Eng-
lish-Chinese dictionary is fine for a
quick reference, but also check an
English-English one.

Your vocabulary will also increase more
quickly if you use an English-English
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dictionary. You can learn other words
that are associateqd with a key word.
Learning the meanings of words in
English will help you think in English,
too.

Some dictionaries for native speakers
will be too hard for you. Companies like
Oxford and Longman publish dictionar-
les for English learners. Use a dictionary
aimed at your level of English. Trying to
use one that's too difficult will only dis-
courage you.

A dictionary gives much more infor-
mation than merely definitions of
words. You can find pronunciations,
parts of speech, example sentences,
charts, illustrations and sometimes the
history of the word.

The pronunciation of each eniry follows
it. For example, in the Longman Dictio-
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