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CONGRATULATIONS

Modern science and technology is a vast sea of knowledge in which lies the
strength of humankind and the foundation for the development of world civili-
zation. More than in all previous centuries, modern science and technology has

become increasingly associated with material production.

This is also the case in China, where Mr. Deng Xiaoping has called sci-
ence and technology the “first productive force”. At present, the entire interna-
tional community is adopting various dynamic measures to accelerate the spread
of knowledge and the diffusion of technology in order to promote overall
socio—economic development. We can expect humankind to greet the 21st cen-
tury with significant achievements deriving from the development of new tech-

nology.

The United Nations has always attached considerable importance to eco-
nomic and social development. The major conferences convened under United
Nations auspices during this decade, including the Fourth World Conference
on Women to be held later this year in Beijing, all aim towards sustainable
economic progress and social well-being, including the enhancement of sci-

ence and technology.

A country with an ancient civilization and a brilliant culture and technolo-
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gy, China has made outstanding contributions to civilization. As a result of the
reforms undertaken, and the openness that has characterized China over the
last decade, the significant socio—economic, scientific and technological de-
velopments in China have been the focus of world attention. The Chinese people
will continue to make valuable contributions to humankind as international

cooperation continues to meet the challenge of building the next century.

Nowhon MW

Boutros Boutros—Ghali
Secretary—General

United Nations
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