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2 UNCLE TOM'S CABIN g

CHAPTER 1
In Which The Reader is Introduced
to a Man of Humanity

Late in the afternoon of a chilly ® day in February, two
gentlemen were sitting alone over their wine, in a
well-furnished dining parlor ®, in the town of P~ in Ken-
tucky. There were no vservants present, and the gentle-
men, with chairs closely approaching, seemed to be dis-
cussing some subject with great earnestness.

For convenience sake, we have said, hitherto @,
two-gentlemen. One of the parties, however, when critically
examined, did not seem, strictly speaking, to come under
the species. He was a short, thick-set man, with coarse &,
commonplace features, and that swaggering ® air of preten-

sion ® which marks a low man who is trying to elbow his way

upward in the world.

His companion, Mr. Shelby, had the appearance of a
gentleman; and the arrrangements of the house, and the
general air of the housekeeping, indicated ® easy, and even
opulent ® circumstances. As we before stated, the two were

in the midst of an earnest conversation.
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4 UNCLE TOM™S CABIN v

“Why, the fact is, Haley, Tom is an uncommon fellow; he
is certainly worth that sum anywhere, — steady, honest, ca-
pable, manages my whole farm like a clock. ”

“You mean honest, as niggers © go, ” said Haley, helping
himself to a glass of brandy.

“No; I mean, really, Tom is a good, steady, sensible @,
pious @ fellow. He got religion at a camp-meeting, four years
ago; and I believe he really did get it. I've trusted him,
since then, with everything I have, — money, house, horses,
—and let him come and go round the country; and I always

found him true and square in everything. ”

Here the door opened, and a small quadroon ® boy, be-

tween four and five years of age, entered the room.

“fling in that chap ©, and I'll settle the business—I will.
Come, now, if that ain’t doing the thing up about the right-
est! " At this moment, the door was pushed gently open, and
a young quadroon woman, apparently about twenty-five, en-

tered the room.

“Well, Eliza?” said her master, as she stopped and looked
hesitatingly at him.
“I was looking for Harry, please, sir;” and the boy
bounded © toward her, showing his spoils ©, which he had
gathered in the skirt of his robe.
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6 UNCLE TOMS CABIN w

“Well, take him away then,” said Mr. Shelby; and
hastily ® she withdrew ®, carrying the child on her arm.

“By Jupiter, ” said the trader, turning to him in admira-
tion, “there’s an article, now! You might make your fortune
on that argal in Orleans, any day, I’ve seen over a thou-
sand, in my day, paid down for gals not a bit handsomer. ”

“I don want to make my fortune on her,” said Mr.
Shelby, dryly @ .

“Well,” said Haley, after they had both silently picked
their nuts for a season, “what do you say?”

“I'll think the matter over, and talk with my wife, ” said Mr.
Shelby. “Meantime, Haley, if you want the matter carried on
in the quiet way you speak of, you’m best not let your business
in this neighborhood be known. It will get out among my
boys, and it will not be a particularly quiet business getting

away any of my fellows, if they know it, I'll promise you. ”

Mr. Shelby was a fair average kind of man, good-natured and
kindly, and disposed ©® to easy indulgence @ of those around
him, and there had never been a lack of anything which might
contribute to the physical comfort of the negroes on his estate.

He had, however, speculated © largely and quite loosely;
had involved himself deeply, and his notes to a large amount
had come into the hands of Haley; and this small piece of

information is the key to the preceding conversation.
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8 UNCLE TOM'S CABIN g

CHAPTER 111
The Husband and Father

“So, Eliza, my girl, ” said the husband, mournfully o
“bear up ®, now; and good-by, for 'm going. ~

“Going, George! Going where?”

“To Canada, ” said he, straightening ® himself up; “and
when I'm there, Tll buy you; that’s all the hope that’s left us.
You have a kind master, that won’t refuse to sell you. Tl
buy you and the boy; — God helping me, 1 will!”

“0, dreadful! if you should be taken?”

“I won’t be taken, Eliza; Ill die first! TI'll be free, or ll
die! ”

“You won't kill yourself! ”

“No need of that. They will kill me, fast enough; they
never will get me down the river alive! ”

“0, George, for my sake, do be careful! Don’t do any-
thing wicked ®; don’t lay hands on yourself, or anybody
else! You are tempted ® too much - too much; but don’t -
go you must — but go carefully, prudently ©; pray God to help

”

you.
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10 UNCLE TOM'S CABIN g

CHAPTER IV
An Evening in Uncle Tom’s Cabin

The cabin © of Uncle Tom was a small log building, close
adjoining ® to “the house, ~ as the negro-par excellence des-
ignates @ his master’s dwelling. In front it had a neat gar-

®, raspber-

den-patch, where, every summer, strawberries
ries®, and a variety of fruits and vegetables, flourished @

under careful tending,

Let us enter the dwelling. The evening meal at the house
is over, and Aunt Chloe, who presided over its preparation
as head cook, has left to inferior officers in the kitchen the
business of clearing away and washing dishes, an¥ come out
into her own snug @ territories, to “get her ole man’s sup-

per’; therefore, doubt not that it is her you see by the fire.

A table, somewhat rheumatic ® in its limbs, was drawn
out in front of the fire, and covered with a cloth, displaying
cups and saucers of a decidedly brilliant pattern, with other
symptoms of an approaching meal.

At this table was seated Uncle Tom, Mr. Shelby’s best
hand, who, as he is to be the hero of our story, we must

daguerreotype @ for our readers.
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12 UNCLE TOM'S CABIN v

He was a large, broad-chested, powerfully-made man, of a
full glossy ® black, and a face whose truly African features
were characterized by an expression of grave @ and steady good
sense, united with much kindliness and benevolence * .

There was something about his whole air self-respecting and
dignified ®, yetunited with a confiding ® andhumble © simplicity.

He was very busily intent at this moment on a slate lying
before him, on which he was carefully and slowly endeavor-
ing © 10 accomplish a copy of some letters, in which oper-
ation he was overlooked by young Mas’ r George, a smart,
bright boy of thirteen, who appeared fully to realize the
dignity of his position as instructor.

“Not that way, Uncle Tom, —not that way, = said he,
briskly ®, as Uncle Tom laboriously brought up the tail of
his g the wrong side out; “that makes a q, you see. "

“La sakes, now, does it?” said Uncle Tom, looking with
a respectful, admiring air, as his young teacher flourishingly
scrawled ® q’s and g’s innumerable for his edification ®; and
then, taking the pencil in his big, heavy fingers. he pa-

tiently recommenced.

George, who was a bright boy, and well trained in reli-
gious things by his mother, finding himself an object of
general admiration, threw in expositions of his own, {rom time
to time, with a commendable seriousness and gravity, for

which he was admired by the young and blessed by the old;



