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Preface

Annual Report on Economic and Technological Development in Ag-
riculture is a serial academic publication by the Institute of Agricultural
Economics (IAE), Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences (CAAS).
Since its appearance in 1991, it has been published on a yearly basis and
here it comes to the tenth annual collection for 2000. This very collection
contains 21 reports or articles written in 1999 by the research staffs of the
IAE.

All of these 21 reports or articles were conducted in scientific and
advanced research measures with a wealth of empirical investigations and
analysis behind, thus making this collection a rich information source in
terms of either methodologies or results. Of course, the research works
presented here are just a portion of all the research works conducted by
the staffs within IAE in 1999. However, their contents do touch various
dimensions of China’s agriculture and rural development, focusing on the
current hot topics among researchers in pursuit of conducive solutions to
relevant problems encountered by the agricultural sector, the rural sector
and the farmers in China under the national and intemational macro-eco-
nomic circumstances .

Food security remains one of the research themes all the time, this
is especially true when it comes to China. With this awareness, [AE re-
searchers have spared no efforts investigating the grain problem in China.
An Analysis of the Productiity Growth in China’s Grain Production by
Zhu Xigang examines the determinants affecting the productivity growth in
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China’s grain production ending with some valuable conclusions and sug-
gestions. China’s entry into the World Trade Organization (WTO) has
been one of the heated discussing topics in recent years, and it was even
more the case last year in terms of the global attention it attracted. Four
papers respectively by Jikun Huang et al, Cheng Guoqgiang, Li Jianping
et al probed the nexus between WTO and the agricultural development in
China from different perspectives, examining the potential challenges as
well as opportunities entailed by China’s accession into the WTO. The
authors also recommended constructive response policy measures. Poverty
alleviation has been topping the agenda of the Chinese government for the
past decades. On the one hand, great success has been made in poverty
reduction, on the other hand, China still has a long way to go given the
rampant poverty incidence. Three papers respectively by Linxiu Zhang et
al, Wang Sangui, Wang Jimin et al assess the poverty reduction effects
with different data sets, specific results and policy implications are also
made at the end of each paper.

Institutional innovation and structural adjustment are two of the ma-
jor challenges plaguing the economic development process in rural China
today. Jiang Heping et al, Niu Ruofeng et al, Jikun Huang, Zhang Lu-
biao, Yang Shiji, Jikun Huang et al, Jinxia Wang et al and Wang Zhi-
ben respectively deal with the issues of arrangement, institution or struc-
ture in the phases of R & D, agricultural extension, production or re-
source management at either macro, micro, industry or sector level. In-
depth conclusions and suggestions are also given by them.

Meanwhile, Feng Haifa et al: Strategy and Policy Choice of Agri-
cultural Development of China in the Next Fifieen Years, Li Wen: Con-
sumption of Dairy Products in China , Wang Jimin: Consumption of Live-
stock Products in Urban and Rural China, Xia Ying et al: Basic Situ-
ation and Developing Characteristics of Agricultural Households and Non-
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household Agricultural Holdings in China, Sun Zhenyu et al: Appraisal
indicators and methodology of achievements in soft-scientific research and
the rest of the collection whose authors and tiles are not mentioned here for
space reason, also develop resourceful ideas and results from specific per-
spectives and fields, offering good empirical evidence for relevant policy
formations . .

One of the purposes of the publication series by IAE is to demon-
strate the research undertakings by IAE staffs and in this manner, to pro-
mote academic sharing and exchange among researchers and readers inter-
ested in agricultural economy research, attracting more academicians and
researchers to thorough discussions on relevant issues. To ensure the
spirit of scientific and academic seriousness, it is worth reiterating here
that all the methods or approaches applied in research and corresponding
results are the authors’ own opinion. Comments and suggestions are
warmly welcomed on all reports in this collection. If necessary, readers
may contact directly with the authors. For the readers’ conveniences, the
title and abstract for each report or article are in both Chinese and En-
glish.

The appendix provides some general information on the IAE, in-
cluding major on-going research projects and publication of the IAE in
1999, the current organizational divisions of the IAE and a list of their
chiefs respectively.

Linxiu Zhang

Deputy Director,

Institute of Agricultural Economics,
Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences
June, 2000
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An Analysis of the Productivity Growth
in China’s Grain Production

kAR
Zhu Xigang

B R E
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Abstract

The paper analyzed the change of grain productivity and the contri-
bution of technological progress in in creasing unit production since
1978. with a ffocus on three crops: rice, wheat and maize. It was found
out that: (Dagricultural potiey plays a key role in technological innova-
tion: (2 governance plays a core role in the technological progress of
grain production; and (3 technological progress in grain progress is
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achieved through the increase of material imputs. Poliey recommendations
were proposed on how to sustainable increase grain production.
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