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Foreword

There are at least three kinds of grammars.A
scientific grammar, such as Noam Chomsky’s As-
pects of the Theory of Syntar, presents an investi-
gation of the structure of a language undertaken
to test, confirm, and modify an explicit theory
of the nature of human language. Its scope may be
wide or narrow; the main criterion for including
a construction is whether it helps 1o test the the:
ory, shedding light on the properties of language.
Accordingly, some constructions may be quite
extraordinary, although of course the grammar
gains credibility if it also demonstrates the ap-
plicability of the theory to more common forms.
Writing such a grammar requires not only a know-
ledge of the language but an ability to bring it
to bear upon the scientific issues.

A reference grammar claims representative-
ness, not theoretical significance. Like Otto Jes-
persen’s A Modern English Grammar on Historical
Principles, it may be very large. Such a grammar
discusses and illustrates all major constructions in
the language, usually presenting a great deal of
lexical information as well. Its theoretical basis is
usually neither made explicit nor put to a test.
Like other reference works, one of its accomplish-
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menls is to organize a large body of material for
uses sO diverse that they can hardly be antici-
pated. Writing this kind of grammar requires the
ability to make detailed information coherent and
accessible.

By contrast, a pedagogical grammar like this
one includes just whatl is likely 1o be useful to a
specific audience. first or second-language learn-
ers alt a certain level, along with their teachers.
Its job is to present material that is understand-
able but challenging, in such a way that students
can learn from it.Writing a good one requires, in
addition to a mastery of the language, an accurate
sense of what specific students need.

'This grammar is designed for Chinese univer—
sity students of English, especially those prepar-
ing to teach English. It gives prominence to those
forms in English which pose the greatest difficul-
ty for such learners, such as the uses of articles
and verbal aspect. Most important, it provides
multiple examples for almost every assertion and
exercises for every section. It presents the forms
of British and American English which a student
or teacher is most likely to encounter, together
with the associated lsxical information, but it
avoids arcane details, so as to be useful without
being overwhelming. i can serve students first ag

a textbook and later as a reference to the core of
the language.
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Clearly Professor Pan has drawn upon the ma-
jor refercnce grammars of Hnglish in preparing
this book, but what is more important, she has
drawn upon her fifty years of experience as a tea-
cher of English. She knows just what Chinese
students need to know about English and how
to present it to them. She has tested the manu-
script for a few years in her own classroom and has
revised it in the light of her experience.if T were
teaching English to students at a university in
China, T would want {0 have this book for its ju-
dicious scope and its wealth of exercises, hut most
of all for the assurance that it has already prov-
en useful to just such students.

Charles Read
University of Wisconsin. Madison
Beijing Normal University
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