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Preface

Wulingyuan, composed of Zhangjiajie State Forest Park and Suoxiyu and
Tianzi Mountain nature reserves, is located in Zhangjiajie, Hunan Province.

In this area, there are 3,103 stone peaks, 32 valleys that are more than
2,000 meters iong and 35 lakes, streams, waterfalls and fountains that have
been named. Forests cover 97 percent of the total area. There are rich
resources of plants and wild animals, many of which are key state-protected
species. The most typical karst caves in China are also located here. Up till now,
40 caves have been explored.

Unique peaks, deep valleys, beautiful mountains and mysterious caves
make up the spectacuiar scenes at Wulingyuan. The three scenic zones forming
this area have their own characteristics. Zhangjiajie State Forest Park has
unique rocks and deep valleys. Suoxiyu Nature Reserve shows the topographic
features of both karst and quartz hoodoo. And in the Tianzi Mountain Nature
Reserve, there is 3 sea of hoodoos on the south side of Tianzi Mountain.
Huangshi Village, Jinbian Stream, Tianzi Mountain, Baofeng Lake and
Huanglong Cave are the five famous sites in Wulingyuan.

Wulingyuan has a monsoon humid climate. The average annual
temperature is 13.4°C. The highest temperatura in summer is 27°C and the
lowest in winter is 4.3°C. There is quite a lot of rain and the average annual
precipitation is 1,400 millimeter. So, Wulingyuan is a good place to visit all year
around.

Fog and seas of clouds after rain or snow are fascinating. Peaks hiding
and appearing among the clouds make it look like a landscape from a Chinese
painting.

In the Wulingyuan area live more than 40,000 people, who are of six ethnic
groups including Miao, Tujia and Bai. Each ethnic group has its own customs
and traditions.
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Zhangjiajie (Zhang family’s teritory) got its name in the Han Dynasty (206
B.C.—-A.D.220) when a noble, Zhang Liang, was buried there. In the late 1950s,
a state forest farm was buit there. It was developed as a tounist zone in 1979.
Following that, the Suoxiyu and the Tianzi Mountain nature reserves were also
developed. Zhangjiajie became China's first state forest park in 1982. Six years
later, the State Council defined Wulingyuan as a key state scenic area. In 1992,
UNESCO listed Wulingyuan in its List of World Heritage Sites.

Nearly 20 years of development has made Wulingyuan one of the most
famous scenic areas in China. In the area, roads connect all scenic spots.
Newly built cableways at Tianzi Mountain and Huangshi Village have opened.
Now, more than 2 million domestic and foreign tourists visit Wulingyuan every
year.

Wulingyuan, a tourist guide pictorial, comes with beautiful photographs
and clear language. It is invaluable for all tourists who visit the area for the first
time.
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