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Preface

The World's Aircraft Handbook is one of the important reference books selected
by the National Defence Science Technology and Industry Commission. It shall be
revised or rewritten every several years. This edition is a rewritten one on the basis of
Edition 1988. Some old and outdated aircraft types have been deleted from this hand-
book and new types developed in past six years added. Other types kept in this edition
have been revised or supplemented or rewritten according to their present status and
their technical data checked.

The handbook covers 450 and more aircraft and air vehicle types inabout 20 cat-
egories, €. g. fighter, attack aircraft, bomber, antisubmarine aircraft, early—warning
aircraft, electronic countermeasure aircraft, air—refuelling tanker, trainer, military
transport, commercial trunk—airliner, commuter airliner,business aircraft, agriculture
aircraft, demonstrator aircraft, microlight aircraft, acrospace plane, glider, helicopter,
airship, etc., and it is a most comprehensive and complete reference handbook related
to the aircraft in China. The handbook includes all important military and commer-
cial aircraft and helicopters either in operation or in development. The handbook out-
lines all facts of the development in aircraft industry and the state—of—the—art of aer-
onautical science and technology.

For most aircraft the description is still divided into three parts: the section of
general discribes the purpose of aircraft, the background of development.design re-
quirements, process of development, derivatives, production quantity ,customers, de-
velopment cost, unit price, etc.; the section of design features gives an introduction of
aerodynamic configuration , general layout, structure and material, accommodation,
power plant, landing gear, systems, avionics and armament; and the section of techni-
cal data includes external and internal dimensions, weights and performance, etc.
Some aircraft which are either outdated or short of information are only presented
briefly. For most aircraft the description is accompanied by a photograph and a
three—view drawing.

Legal metrology specified by Chinese government is used in this handbook for
measuring weight, dimension, force, pressure, power, etc., but some data are also fol-
lowed by the ones (showed inside parentheses) which are measured in traditional
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Chinese units in consideration of readers’ customs, and for their convenience.

The contents in the front pages are listed in the order of aircraft categories and :
then the manufacturer’s countries in alphabet. Listed in the back pages are technical
data of important aero—engines, airborne missiles, airborne radars and aircraft carri-
ers, as well as some reference tables for names or nick names of aircraft and airborne
missiles in original language and in Chinese, aircraft used by the air forces of ' some
countries(or regions), including our neighbouring countries(or regions), and an index
in Latin language.

The handbook can be used as a reference book to learn the general, design fea-
tures and technical data of covered aircraft and their state—of—the—art for those
working in aircraft industry and for aircraft customers. It is also expected to be useful
for numerous aviation enthusiasts who would like to enrich their knowledge in
aeronautics.

Editors
July,1994
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