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Pericles

ATHENS IS THE
SCHOOL OF GREECE

431 B.C.

We are happy in a form of government
which cannot envy the laws of our neigh-
bors — for it hath served as a model to oth-
ers, but is original at Athens. And this our
form, as committed not to the few, but to
the whole body of the people, is called a
democracy. How different soever in a pri-
vate capacity, we all enjoy the same gener-
al equality our laws are fitted to preserve;
and superior honors just as we excel. The
public administration is not confined to a
particular family, but is attainable only by
merit. Poverty is not a hindrance, since
whoever is able to serve his country meets
with no obstacle to preferment from his first
obscurity. The offices of the state we go
through without obstructions from one to
another; and live together in the mutual

« 8
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endearments of private life without suspi-
cions; not angry with a neighbor for follow-
ing the bent of his own humor, nor putting
on that countenance of discontent, which
pains though it cannot punish — so that in
private life we converse without diffidence
or damage, while we dare not on any ac-
count offend against the public, through the
reverence we bear to the magistrates and
the laws, chiefly to those enacted for re-
dress of the injured, and to those unwrit-
ten, a breach of which is thought a dis-
grace . Our laws have further provided for
the mind most frequent intermissions of
care by the appointment of public recre-
ations and sacrifices throughout the year,
elegantly performed with a peculiar pomp,
the daily delight of which is a charm that
puts melancholy to flight. The grandeur of
this our Athens causeth the produce of the
whole earth to be imported here, by which
we reap a familiar enjoyment, not more of
the delicacies of our own growth than of
those of other nations.

In the affairs of war we excel those
of our enemies, who adhere to methods
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opposite to our own. For we lay open
Athens to general resort, nor ever drive any
stranger from us whom either improvement
or curiosity hath brought amongst us, lest
any enemy should hurt us by seeing what is
never concealed. We place not so great a
confidence in the preparatives and artifices
of war as in the native warmth of our souls
impelling us to action. In point of educa-
tion the youth of some peoples are inured,
by a course of laborious exercise, to sup-
port toil and exercise like men, but we,
notwithstanding our easy and elegant way of
life, face all the dangers of war as intrepid-
ly as they.

In our manner of living we show an el-
egance tempered with frugality, and we cul-
tivate philosophy without enervating the
mind. We display our wealth in the reason
of beneficence, and not in the vanity of dis-
course. A confession of poverty is disgrace
to no man, no effort to avoid it is disgrace
indeed. There is visible in the same per-
sons an attention to their own private con-
cerns and those of the public; and in others
engaged in the labors of life there is a

« J2
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