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“Literary works are landscape on one’s desk, while landscape is the poetry of
the earth.” This punch line said by Zhang Chao, a famous writer in the Ming
Dynasty, is simply wonderful,

The scenic sights of the West Lake have long since been world-renowned.
There is an old saying, “Of all the thirty-six West Lakes across the land, the one in
Hangzhou comes first”. It’s not an empty platitude at all. Hangzhou’s grand repu-
tation rests on more beyond its scenic beauty, as is depicted in the lyric Watching
the Tidal Bore by the Northern Song lyric poet Liu Yong. In his lyric he described
Hangzhou as “the scenic splendor of the Southeast, the ancient capital of the Wu
Kingdom, and as prosperous and bustling as ever the land of Qiantang”, briefly
delineating the unique charm of this famous historical and cultural city. And the
archaeological excavation has told us more that our ancestors began to settle
down as early as 5000 years ago on the outskirts of Hangzhou — an area called
Liangzhu (fine land surrounded by waters), and created such brilliant prehistoric
civilization that it has become the focus of the world attention.

This is Hangzhou, distinguished for its history, its rich cultural heritage and
its graceful scenery as well. We’d like to compare Hangzhou to a great book where
the poetry of the earth composed by Nature and man greets our eyes. And we are
lost in a muse.

Heroes and talented people bring giory to a country. There have been so
many prose writings and verse works created by literary scholars and men of
letters through the ages in praise of Hangzhou and its West Lake. Too many to
enumerate at hand are the local records and anecdotes narrating the specialties
of the city, the conditions of its people and interesting stories of the famous and
the populace at large. But how should we view our glorious past when we open the
book of Hangzhou today? How should we compose new chapters of the history of
Hangzhou, a city appearing both familiar & unfamiliar to us? This is a new ques-
tion as well as a new challenge confronting us at the time we enter the 21st century.

In his preface to the book Hangzhou, a Famous Historical and Cultural City,
Mr. Fei Xiaotong, a noted sociologist, proposes that we compile an “encyclopedia”
of the history and culture of Hangzhou with elegant language in a concise writing
style. It should be a well- illustrated edition with a certain amount of select photos
of aesthetic value. In short, it should be a great book telling us in concentrated
form of the distinctive vitality and appeal of the city of Hangzhou that enjoys a
fame of “Paradise on Earth”. It can serve as a review of the history, and a presen-
tation of the present-day Hangzhou. What is more, it may inspire people with




enthusiasm for the further development of this city. Meanwhile, people may draw
lessons from the history. What a thing of far-reaching significance it is for us to
do!

It is heaven’s will that Hangzhou should be endowed with such a beautiful
West Lake. And the plentiful ancient sites and cultural attractions add to the
substantial connotation of the landscape. As a well-known tourist city, it is
self-evident that we should cherish this historical legacy and make best use of it to
further display the glamour of the history, culture and human development of the
city. This is naturally the duty of all the people in Hangzhou.

Fortunately, some people have set their minds on this beneficial work and
have made efforts to follow it through. Now, after publishing the voluminous well-
illustrated edition Hangzhou, a Famous Historical and Cultural City at the begin-
ning of the new century, Zhejiang People’s Publishing House, together with the
Department of Propaganda of the Municipal Party Committee, has recently com-
piled another equally important book entitled Hangzhou — a Paradise on Earth.
The book is also cultural reading, exquisitely printed and suits both refined and
popular tastes, its essay and accompanying pictures being both excellent.

Looking into the book, both fine color photos and graceful thought-provoking
writings jump with the enchantment of the city. The first chapter Great Historic
Changes on the Land of Qjantang gives a brief account of the historical develop-
ment of Hangzhou. The other chapters cover various aspects of the history and
culture of the city respectively to show the city’s historical and cultural heritage.
They are Splendors of the Landscape, Vestiges and Remains of the Ancient City,
Windows of the Cultural Legacy of the Forerunners on the Land of Qiantang, Morning
Bells and Evening Drums, and Footprints of the Distinguished Personages. The
reader’s attention will be involuntarily drawn to this beautifully bound book, smail
yet rich in content, featuring the exploration of human development, among other
things, the knowledge-intensive tourist readings, the beauty of the prose writings,
and the instructive books of ideological content. No doubt the book will always be
profitable to those who have a sincere interest in Hangzhou, and a real desire to
know its old spiritual civilization and its vigorous and flourishing today.

Wang Guoping

Member of the Standing Committee of the Provincial Party Committee
Secretary of the Municipal Party Committee
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Hangzhou

Hangzhou is a fantastic city closely linked with
the Qiantang River and the West Lake, and rich
in historical and cultural heritage. Ravishingly
beautiful, more vigorous than ever, it definitely
has a brilliant future.




