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Hammurabi Code

228. If a builder has built a house for a man® and has completed it, he
shall give him as his fee two shekels? of silver per SAR® of
house .

229. If a builder has built a house for a man and has not made strong
his work, and the house he built has fallen, and he has caused the
death of the owner of the house, that builder shall be put to death.

230. If he has caused the son of the owner of the house to die, one
shall put to death the son of that builder.

231. If he has caused the slave of the owner of the house to dle he
shall give slave for slave® to the owner of the house.

232. If he has caused the loss of goods, he shall render back® whatever
he has caused the loss of, and because he did not make strong the
house he built, and it fell, from his own goods he shall rebuild

aman: FEEAA

shekel: 5L H. AHRMAKRX LD REHHREAN, L8305
SAR: ¥. #9435 F AR

slave for slave: LS 4, L LA BR” (an eye for an eye)
render back: &
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233,

234,

235.

236.

237.

238.

239.

the house that fell.

If a builder has built a house for a man, and has not jointed his
work®, and the wall has fallen, that builder at his own cost shall
make good® that wall .

If a boatman has navigated a ship of sixty GUR® for a man, he
shall give him two shekels of silver for his fee®.

If a boatman has navigated a ship for a man and has not made his
work trustworthy, and in that same year that he worked that ship it
has suffered an injury®, the boatman shall exchange that ship or
shall make it strong at his own expense and shall give a strong ship
to the owner of the ship.

If a man has given his ship to a boatman, on hire®, and the boat-
man has been careless, has grounded the ship, or has caused it to
be lost, the boatman shall render ship for ship to the owner.

If a man has hired a boatman and ship, and with corn, wool, oil,
dates®, or whatever it be as freight, has freighted her, that boat-
man has been careless and grounded the ship, or has caused what
is in her to be lost, the boatman shall render back the ship which
he has grounded and whatever in her he has caused to be lost.

If a boatman has grounded the ship of a man and has refloated
her, he shall give money to half her price®.

If 2 man has hired a boatman, he shall give him six GUR of comn

per year.

CECNCESNONERCRS

and has not jointed his work: WA EF FHBMEE

make good: Btz

GUR: &, #& 121 4%

for his fee: fE M. fee = as payment in retum

suffered an injury: B SR 4E 5L (N K %)

on hire: (fit) 1

date: %

If a boatman-+-her price: M EM TIEM EMMFIE XEHX B RBREXE, b EH
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240.

241.

242

243.
244 .

245 .

246 .

247.

248 .

If a ship that is going forward has struck a ship at anchor® and has
sunk her, the owner of the ship that has been sunk whatever he
has lost in his ship shall recount before God?®, and that of the ship
.going forward which sunk the ship at anchor shall render to him
his ship and whatever of his was lost,

If a man has taken an ox on distraint®, he shall pay one-third of a
mina ®of silver.

If a man has hired a working ox for one year, he shall pay four
GUR of corn as its hire.

If a milch cow®, he shall give three GUR of com to its owner.
If a man has hired an ox or sheep and a lion has killed it in the
open field, that loss is for its owner forsooth® .

If a man has hired an ox and through neglect or by blows? has
caused it to die, ox for ox to the owner of the ox he shall render.
If 2 man has hired an ox and has crushed its foot or has cut its
nape®, ox for ox to the owner of the ox he shall render.

If a man has hired an ox and has caused it to lose its eye, he shall
pay half its price to the owner of the ox.

If a2 man has hired an ox, and has crushed its hom, cut off its
tail, or pierced its nostrils, he shall pay a quarter of its price@.

e ©00ee e

a ship at anchore: £ £ #f

recount before God: 7 4 i R &% o B HMEE, " XEHTE AR D E L
EFR,HEHBAIRER

on distraint: IN¥FRE =

mina: BIGHEEA). WELAR

Tf a milch cow: M4 X B§iE , £ 4] B 4 If a man has hired a milchcow . milch cow: Ao
I a man-+-its owner forsooth: MR HMABHN S REETIEIW THRE, AL HR
B ¥EeEARE, fosooth: ad. HR

through neglect or by blows: FEHELERITHHEK)

nape: n. M

1 a man>*-a quarter of its price: MEAAAREERN4NEATET KLELREES
BT, RATTERAL RERFHABHNYZ - HFRE
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255.

If a man has hired an ox, and God has struck it® and it has died,
the man who has hired the ox shall swear before God and shall go
free .

If a wild bull in his charge® has gored® a man and caused him to
die, that case has no remedy.

If the ox has pushed a man, by pushing has made known his
vice®, and he has not blunted® his horn, has not shut up his ox,
and that ox has gored a man of gentle® birth and caused him to
die, he shall pay half a mina of silver.

If a gentleman’s servant, he shall pay one-third of a mina of sil-
ver.

If a man has hired a man to reside® in his field and has furnished
him seed, has entrusted him the oxen® and harnessed them for
cultivating the field — if that man has stolen the corn or plants, and
they have been seized in his hands, one shall cut off his hands.
If he has taken the seed, wom out the oxen, from the seed which
he has hoe he shall restore®.

If he has hired out the oxen of the man or has stolen the com and
has not caused it to grow in the field, that man one shall put him
to account® and he shall measure out sixty GUR of corn per GAN
of land.

e ©8e0600ee 6 ©

God has struck if: IEMAFEIE. BAHAREL S : God struck me dead, if I+ (MR
R-RXTAEER)

a wild bull in his charge: 75 M f9%F 4 , that case has no remedy: X R T8 A B &%
fia) &8

gore: tt. }1&.’65

vice: n. (B R0 KNEH

blunt: v. F4

a man of gentle birth: £ H BMZA,REHSFOA BT —%&PHRA gentleman
reside: v. BE ' :

has entrusted him the oxen: 184 %l

If he has*+he shall restore: ) 5t 3R F48 2 © 4 R4 4= 37 B oL BE, W B /A1 4t B b
4% ¥ 5k B 42

put him to account: HzEae
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264 .

265.

If his compensation he is not able to pay, one shall remove the
oxen from that field®.

If a man has hired a harvester, he shall give him eight GUR of
corn per year.

If a man has hired an ox-driver, he shall give him six GUR of
corn per year.

If a man has stolen a watering machine from the meadow, he shall
give five shekels of silver to the owner of the watering machine.
If he has stolen a watering bucket or a harrow@, he shall pay three
shekels of silver.

If a man has hired a herdsman® for the cows or a shepherd for the
sheep, he shall give him eight GUR of com per annum.

If a man, ox, or sheep to [ this section is defaced®] .

If he has caused an ox or sheep which was given him to be lost,
ox for ox, sheep for sheep, he shall render to their owner.

If a herdsman who has had cows or sheep given him to shepherd,
has received his hire, whatever was agreed, and his heart was
contented , has diminished, the cows, diminished the sheep, less-
ened the offspring, he shall give offspring and produce according
to the tenour of his bonds®.

If a shepherd to whom cows and sheep have been given him to
breed, has falsified® and changed their price, or has sold them,
one shall put him to account, and he shall render cows and sheep

S]

®©@ e

If---that field: MLARFFMAFE, AR FXTEFHBEXENEAHAREZ
W4 MEEN I TMRERXERENTXEFR: “HEEHEMEFTEMZ
Y, WA OB RS TES”

harrow: n. &

herdsman: n. $4 A

this section is defaced: Bt &84 5% Bt

If a herdsman---his bonds: RN ARBFENHA , WEARMEIHERRHER,
MAeFHREWD  MARD BHANE R MABBREA

falsify: w. this



to their owner tenfold® what he has stolen.

266. If in a sheepfold® a stroke of God® has taken place or a lion has
killed, the shepherd shall purge® himself before God, and the
accident to the fold the owner of the fold shall face it.

267 . If a shepherd has been careless and in, a sheepfold caused a loss to
take place, the shepherd shall make good the fault of the loss
which he has caused to be in the fold and shall pay cows or sheep
and shall give to their owner.

268 . ¥f a man has hired an ox, for threshing®, twenty KA® of com is
its hire.

269. If he has hired an ass®, for threshing, ten KA of com is its hire.

270. If he has hired a calf®(goat) , for threshing, one KA of corn is its
hire .

271. If a man has hired oxen, a wagon, and its driver, he shall give
one hundred and eighty KA of com per diem®.

272. If a man has hired a wagon by itself, he shall give forty KA of
corn per diem.

273. If a man has hired a labourer, from the beginning of the year till
the fifth month, he shall give six SE® of silver per diem; from
the sixth month to the end of the year, he shall give five S$E of
silver per diem.

274. If a man shall hire an artisan®

® tenfold: 4%, fold ZEMBH“H"

@ sheepfold: n. ¥4

@  a strok of God: KK

@ purge: w. VLIASEAE N - O RME

® threshing: n. TH

©® KA: ROGTEBA), 40424

@ ass: n. y)

® calf: n. /M

@ per diem: (BT X)EH

® SE: EGIBRAM),H0.054%

@ artisan: n. LIE

- 6 -




275.

276.

277.

278.

279.

280.

(a) the hireofa . . . . five SE of silver
(b) the hire of a brick-maker . five SE of silver

(c) the hire of a tailor . . . five SE of silver
(d) the hire of a stone-cutter . . . SE of silver
(e) the hircofa . . . . . . SE of silver
(f) thehireofa. . . . . . 8Eofsilver
(g) the hire of a .  carpenter four SE of silver
(h) the hirrofa . . . . four SE of silver
(i) the hireofa . . . . . . SEofsilver
(j) the hire of a builder . . . . SE of silver

per diem he shall give.
If a man has hired a (boat) per diem, her hire is three SE of sil-
ver.
If a man has hired a fast ship, he shall give two and a half SE of
silver per diem as her hire.
If a man has hired a ship of sixty GUR, he shall give one-sixth of
a shekel of silver per diem as her hire.
If a man has bought a manservant or a maidservant, and he has
not fulfilled his month and the bennu sickness® has fallen upon
him, he shall return him to the seller, and the buyer shall take the
money he paid.
If a man has bought a manservant or a maidservant and has a com-
plaint, his seller shall answer the complaint®.
If a man has bought in a foreign land the manservant or the maid-
servant of a man, when he has come into the land, and the owner
of the manservant or the maidservant has recognized his manser-
vant or his maidservant, if the manservant or maidservant are na-
tives without price he shall grant them their freedom®.

@
@
®

bennu sickness: & 7§
If a man---the complaint: 10 F M A B3 W 35 S0 98 fif B9 , W) £ ¥ R RFR
If the manservant-+-their freedom: 01 5 I S 18 4 A& E A, W R Bz F LA B
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281. If they are natives of another land the buyer shall tell out before
God the money he paid, and the owner of the manservant or the
maidservant shall give to the merchant the money he paid, and
shall recover his manservant or his maidservant®.

282 . If a slave has said to his master “Thou art not my master,” as his

slave one shall put him to account and his master shall cut off his
ear.

(D  shall recover his manservant or maidservant: I 34> & 4 “ B B H U@
. 8 .
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The Laws
Book 3

TWO MOTHER-CONSTITUTIONS

CLEINIAS®: Yes, when we think back over the argument we’ II
certainly try to remember that. But you wanted to explain what
the legislator ought to aim at in the matter of friendship and good
judgement and liberty. So tell us now what you were going to
say .

ATHENIAN® : Listen to me then. There are two mother-constitutions,
so to speak, which you could fairly say have given birth to all the
others . Monarchy@ is the proper name for the first, and democracy
for the second. The former has been taken to extreme lengths by
the Persians®, the latter by }ny country; virtually all the others, as

Cleinias: RIFHZ —

Athenian: n. FEM A, RFEFZ —
monarchy: n. B EH

Persian: n. A
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I said, are varieties of these two. It is absolutely vital for a politi-
cal system to combine them, if (and this is of course the point of
our advice, when we insist that no state formed without these two
elements can be constituted properly) — if it is to enjoy freedom
and friendship allied® with good judgement.

CLEINIAS: Of course.

ATHENIAN: One state was overeager in embracing only the principle
of monarchy, the other in embracing only the ideal of liberty; nei-
ther has achieved a balance between the two. Your Spartan‘ZJ and
Cretan@ states have done better, and time was when you could say
much the same of the Athenians and Persians, but things have
changed since then. Let’s run through the reasons for this, shall
we?

CLEINIAS: Yes, of course — if, that is, we mean to finish what we
have set out to do.

Book 3

RECAPITULATION®

ATHENIAN: The point is one we’ve made before.

MEGILLUS: What?

ATHENIAN: We said that a lawgiver should frame his code with an
eye on three things: the freedom, unity and wisdom of the city for
which he legislates. That’s right, isn’t it?

MEGILLUS: Certainly .

ATHENIAN: That was why we selected two political systems, one au-

allied: a. R L ATUIBRRM
Spartan: n. HEEA

Cretan: n. EFA
Recapitulation: ¥i% # HiR
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