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INTRODUCTION

Large numbers of Buddhist statues were discovered at the site of a Buddhist monastery called
Longxingsi at Qingzhou, Shandong province. This discovery in October 1996 caused a great sensation.
More than four hundred statues were unearthed and are remarkable for their variety of iconography, the
excellence of their carving, and, above all, for their color pigments still surviving. Nothing like this
find has ever been made before. The statues were designated as one of the ten important archaeological

discoveries of 1996.

The sculptures were carved over a long span of time, starting with the Northern Wei (AD386-534)
and continuing down to the Northern Song period (AD 980-1127). A few are inscribed with exact
dates, the earliest being AD 529, of the Northern Wei, and the latest AD 1026 in the Northen Song. The
majority of the figures were carved in the 6 century. While most of the sculptures are made of the local

limestone, a few were made of iron, wood, clay, and plaster.

The figures of the 6™ century have elegant forms with fine drapery. The brilliant colors of their
robes and the gilding of their features remain as vivid as on the day that they were made. Even the
systematic destruction of the images, which were found shattered into many pieces and buried in a pit,
has not been able to obliterate their freshness and serene character. Remarkably, some of them wear
robes on which scenes and deities are painted or carved in very fine detail. Other figures stand in front
of large mandorlas (or halos) which are adorned with flying deities, dragons, and lotus flowers. These
are particular features of the carving at the Longxing Monastery. Thus the sculptures from the site
illustrate the confluence of the traditions of Mathura and Sarnath during the Gupta Dynasty in India, of
Kucha in present-day Xinjiang, and of the Northern Qi and of the Southern Dynasties in China.

Newspapers and magazines have brought immediate reports of this discovery, but these have
inevitably been limited in scope. This volume, however, presents for the first time a large part of the
find. Articles about the religious imagery have also been included. We intend thereby to bring these

extraordinary works of art to the attention of the whole world.

Zhang Zong
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