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PREFACE

With the financial assistance of the United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA), the Project CPR/92/P49, namely Data User Ser-
vice Project, aimed at collecting, inventorying, processing and dis-
seminating data of population sample surveys, censuses and rele-
vant sample surveys since the 1980s, was set up in the China Popu-
lation Information and Research Center (CPIRC) in 1993.

In order to successfully implement the project, an Advisory
Committee, mainly consisting of demographers, and a Steering
Committee composed of raw data producers were set up to provide
technical consultancy for the project. Based on the comments and
advice made by the members of the two committees, in the initial
stage of building up a data user service system, a pragmatic refer-
ence book entitled “Basic Data of China’s Population” should be
prepared for data users by the project.

This book contains the important and authoritative population
figures which are commonly used by policy-makers, demographers
and vast family planning workers. The compilers of the book have
paid great attention to the identification of the data sources and
notes which are often missing in China’s data publications, thus, re-
liable population data can be available to the data users.

In addition to commonly-used population data by region by
year and population census data, some important demographic fig-
ures scattered in statistical yearbooks, research papers and official
reports by the Chinese government leaders are also collected. The
publication of this book is only a new attempt to comprehensively
provide statistical data collected from different sources. Even
though the compilers made a lot of efforts in checking the sources
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of the figures, errors may be unavoidable due to the figures in some
references not clearly indicating sources and notes, and for lack of
experience of the compilers. Any comments or suggestions from
readers are welcome.

We acknowledge with gratitude the colleagues in the library of
CPIRC who gave us a generous offer in data and materials. We also
would like to take this opportunity to seek comments on and helps
with Data User Service Project from policy-makers, demographers,
family planning workers and other people so that we can provide

the best service to data users.

Yao Xinwu and Yin Hua
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THE EXPLANATIONS OF SYMBOLS AND UNITS USED
IN THE TABLES OF THIS BOOK

Symbol “...” refers to magnitude less than minimum unit em-
ployed;
Symbol “ — ” means data not available;

. Unit for population is “person” except the noted.
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