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Susan B. Anthony'"
B, ZFRRE

In the 1850s, women in the United States began to try to gain

the same rights as men. One woman was the leader in the cam-
paign (2 )to gain women the right to vote. Today we tell about a
fighter for rights for women, Susan B. Anthony.

In 1776, a new nation declared its freedom from Britain.
The Declaration of Independence {3} was the document written
to express the reasons for seeking that freedom. It stated that

(1) Susan B. Anthony H#-B. &&JE(1820—1906) EEAHMHSWER.
ZRUES T .t R BREL KRG 50 7 HRI ISR 1920 4,
AERBELTATATEERNNWEEREEE 9BTR. YESMH, x—B
ERRMBERCBIESR.

(2) campaign n. RIZ,BI(HEREMBH).

( 3) Declaration of Independence (M EF), It EKESINT 1776 £7 A 4
HARMILX BMERABEXETMINE S RXEEN AL
#.



2 Famous Americans in History

all men were created equal. It said that all men had the right to
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

Not every citizen of the new United States of America had
one important right, however. That was the right to vote. At
first, the only people permitted to vote in the United States
were white men who owned property and could read. By 1860,
most white male citizens over the age of 21 had the right to
vote. The 14th and 15th Amendments to the Constitution (1]
gave black male citizens the right to vote. These amendments
were passed in 1868 and 1870.

Women were not really full citizens in America in the
1800s. They had no economic independence. For example, ev-
erything a woman owned when she got married belonged to her
husband. If a married woman worked, the money she made be-
longed to her husband. In addition, women had no political
power. They did not have the right to vote.

In the 1850s, women organized in the effort to gain voting
rights. Their campaign was called the woman suffrage (2]
movement. Suffrage means the right to vote. American women
sought to gain that right for more than 70 years. One of the
leaders of the movement was Susan B. Anthony of Mas-
sachusetts.

Miss Anthony was a teacher. She believed that women
needed economic and personal independence. She also believed
that there was no hope for social improvement in the United
States until women were given the same rights as men. The
rights included the right to vote in public election.

Susan B. Anthony was born in 1820. Her parents were

(1) 14thand 15th Amendments to the Constitution (EE )B4 14 7S 15
BIER, 55T 1868 £/ 1870 L, BT AR R B T AR, (B
ELABRBA A FBUR

(2] suffrage n. SE2AL, BBAN,



Susan B. Anthony 3

members of the Quaker (1Jreligion. She became one, too. The
Quakers believed that the rights of women should be honored.
They were the first religious group where women shared the
leadership with men.

As a young woman, Susan had strong beliefs about justice
and equality for women and for black people. And she was
quick to speak out against what she believed was not just.
Many young men wanted to marry her. But she could not con-
sider marrying a man who was not as intelligent as she. She
once said, “I can never understand why intelligent girls should
want to marry fools just to get married. Many are willing to do
so. But I am not.” She did meet some young men who were in-
telligent. But it always seemed that they expected women to be
their servants, not their equals.

Susan B. Anthony became a schoolteacher in New York
State. She realized that women could never become full citizens
without some political power. They could never get such power
until they got the right to vote. She went from town to town in
New York State, trying to get women interested in their right
to vote. But they did not seem interested. Miss Anthony felt
this was because women were not able to do anything for them-
selves. They had no money or property of their own. The
struggle seemed long and hard. She said:

“As T went from town to town, I understood more and
more the evil {2Jwe must fight. The evil is that women can not
change anything as long as they must depend on men for their
very lives. Women can not change anything until they them-
selves are independent. They can not be free until they have

(1) Quaker n. FAIK(HMRE), 2% N Religious Society of Friends, 3 & A
Frif - ARTEHT (George Fox) M 1646 MG AIE, NN B RIS FEHER
ABEG, A AETED O R EERE L OHE T EBRUT . 5
VIALFRA AR BR ¥ , T BIAMOAE,

(2] evil n. BE,
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the legal right to own property and to keep the money they
make by working.”

Miss Anthony went to every city, town and village in New
York State. She organized meetings in schools, churches and
public places. Everywhere she went, she carried pam-
phlets{1), urging rights for women. She urged the lawmakers
of New York to change the state law and give women the right
to own property. Her campaign in New York failed at that
time. But elsewhere the struggle for women'’s rights was mak-
ing progress.

In 1851, Susan B. Anthony met Elizabeth Cady Stan-
ton(2) Mrs. Stanton also supported equal rights for women.
Mrs. Stanton had many children, She needed to remain at
home to raise her large family. Miss Anthony, however, was
not married. She was free to travel, to speak and to organize
for the women’s rights movement (3). The two women cooper-
ated in leading the fight to gain rights for women in the United
States.

Their first important success came in 1860 when New York
finally approved a married-women’s law. For the first time in
New York, a married woman could own property, and she had a
right to the money she was paid for work she did (4). At last,
Miss Anthony’s campaign was beginning to show results. The
campaign spread to other states.

(1) pamphlet n. /NMIF.

(2] Elizabeth Cady Stanton fFERTS - i - i (1815—1902) , £ H E £ 3t
BEHNEMLBUEEH TR, 1848 4 7 F 525%% 3 A (Lucretia Coffin Mott)
EAAEFAFEES - KSRA LA AS, 1851 E5EH BB, M
BEFF N ZAGE EhL R4 3} 50 4F, 1869 4F , i 134 KA Ay EH L AGE
e FHRRIEE EEE D 189248,

(3] women'’s rights movement ZAGE ),

(4) shehad ... she did. WHAHEE A TIEFBHE.
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The end of the American Civil War(1Jin 1865 freed Ne-
groes from slavery. Susan B. Anthony felt that there was still
much to be done to get full freedom for Negroes and also for
women. She began to campaign for the right for Negroes and
women to vote. The 14th Amendment to the United States Con-
stitution was approved in 1868. It gave Negro men the right to
vote. But it did not give women the right to vote.

Susan B. Anthony led efforts to have voting rights for women
included in the 14th Amendment to the Constitution(2). Her efforts
were not successful. Then, Miss Anthony decided to test the legal
bases of the 14th Amendment. She did this during the presidential
election of 1872. On Election Day, Miss Anthony led a group of
women to vote in Rochester, New York. Two weeks later, Miss
Anthony was arrested. She was charged with voting although she
had no legal right to do so. (3)

Before her trial, Susan B. Anthony traveled around New
York State. She spoke to many groups about the injustice of
denying women the right to vote. She said:

“Our democratic-republican government is based on the idea
that every person shall have a voice and a vote in making the laws
and putting them to work!4). It is we, the people, all the people,
not just white men or men only, who formed this nation. We formed
it to get liberty not just for half of us, not just for half of our chil-
dren, but for all, for women as well as men. {5)]s the right to vote

(17 American Civil War %8 4 (1861-—1865) , LA LA 4. 526 (B 6
ﬂfﬁﬁdiﬁitﬁ'l\w%}mm%fﬂﬁ%ﬂ*ﬂ%ﬂﬂ@ﬂr%,ﬁfﬁulihﬂﬁimm
BB QF L B B BURE B A 7] 5

[ 2] ledefforts ... to the Constitution WG T LSRR S 14 BB T
Rz,

(3) She was ... to do so. WA RE SRR B PRS2,

{ 4] have a voice ... to work TR RRE SO A R S RIE R,

(5] Weformed it ... as well as men. fﬁfl‘]@ﬁii’?%%ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁﬂ@/\ﬂ@@]ﬁ
HATHEA BB TLA, AR A T RATFH—2K SRR R YT
BAT—FHBF1.
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a necessary right of citizens? To my mind, it is the most important
right. Without it, all other rights are nothing.”

Susan B. Anthony was tried and found guilty of violating
the law (1) She was ordered to pay 100 dollars as a punish-
ment. She said the law was wrong. She refused to pay.

Miss Anthony then led efforts to gain voting rights for
women through a new amendment to the Constitution. She
traveled across the country to campaign for such an amendment
until she was 75 years old. In 1904, she spoke to a committee of
United States Senate for the last time. The committee was dis-
cussing the proposal for an amendment to the Constitution giv-
ing women the right to vote. She knew the victory would
come. But she also knew it would not come while she was
alive.

Susan B. Anthony died in 1906 at the age of 86. Thirteen
years later, in 1919, Congress passed the 19th Amendment to
the Constitution. The amendment stated that the right to vote
should not be denied because of a person’s sex(2). The amend-
ment had to be approved by three fourths of the states. It won
final approval on August 26th, 1920. It was called the Anthony
Amendment to honor Susan B. Anthony.

* * * * * * * *

Further Reading

When reformer Susan B. Anthony voted in the 1872 presiden-
tial election, women in the United States did not have the right

[ 1] was tried and found guilty of violating the law %) & #I 38 HI J0E Bith
&R,

(2) theright ... a person’s sex ARLEN—A A G TTBIE 448 TR 240,
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to vote, and Anthony was arrested. In this 1873 speech, Antho-
ny defended her position on women’s suffrage.

Susan B. Anthony on Women’s Rights
1873

F riends and fellow citizens: I stand before you tonight under in-
dictment for the alleged crime of having voted at the last presidential
election, without having a lawful right to vote. {121t shall be my
work this evening to prove to you that in thus voting, I not on-
ly committed no crime but, instead, simply exercised my
citizen’s rights, guaranteed to me and all United States citizens
by the National Constitution, beyond the power of any State to
deny (2],

The preamble {3Jof the federal Constitution says:

“We, the people of the United States, in order to form a
more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquil-
ity, provide for the common defense, promote the general wel-
fare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our
posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the Unit-
ed States of America.” 4]

It was we, the people; not we, the white male citizens;
nor yet we, the male citizens; but we, the whole people, who

(1] Istand before ... right to vote. 4Bk IR TRIRT , Wdide ERK Sk
FRAFEERERTS MR AR, (indictment » . YT, # alleged
a. WK, Prige)

(2] beyond the power of any State to deny TCIR I — AR A L .

(3] preamble n. X .B15.

(4] We, the people ... for the United States of America. B GREAR,
%J?E)ﬁf*ﬁ\ﬁ_’fn%ﬂﬂ*ﬁi,%ﬁ’éiﬂ,ﬁﬁ@mﬁ?,%ﬁiﬁrﬂ%%,ﬁiﬁ%}
BEF, K BERNEFHERBEER HZE FHEHENRSREER,
(tranquility 7. T# ;blessing n. BitE, B H& posterity n. F#h, BH;or-
dain v. Hif)
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formed the Union. And we formed it, not to give the blessings
of liberty, but to secure them; not to the half of ourseives and
the half of our posterity, but to the whole people — women as
well as men. And it is a downright mockery to talk to women of
their enjoyment of the blessings of liberty while they are de-
nied the use of the only means of securing them provided by
this democratic-republican government — the ballot. (1]

For any state to make sex a qualification that must ever re-
sult in the disfranchisement of one entire half of the people is to
pass a bill of attainder, or an ex post facto law, and is therefore
a violation of the supreme law of the land. (2JBy it the bless-
ings of liberty are forever withheld (3] from women and their
female posterity. To them this government has no just powers
derived from the consent of the governed. To them this gov-
ernment is not a democracy. It is not a republic. It is an odious
aristocracy; a hateful oligarchy of sex; the most hateful aristoc-
racy ever established on the face of the globe. {4)An oligarchy
of wealth, where the rich govern the poor, an oligarchy of
learning, where the educated govern the ignorant, or even an
oligarchy of race, where the Saxon 5 Jrules the African, might

(13 Anditis... the ballot. MFELEAREIMBINA THEEAR S HY
W—FE—RER 4, M BT Bk EH 5S8R S A IRE,
(downright «. BYFIAY, BBIE s mockery . WIFE,iRA; ballot n. YEEL, 43
)

(2] For any state ... of the land. T — M, IR AR S e B0 & 1,
REHFBELBARMEAI XS Tl o — IR 4 A g
FEEEAEE, A @R T4 E XM RS EE. (disfranchise-
ment n. #F A attainder n. LR ex post facto «. TIEH 6
B

(3) to withhold v. JEH, M5, AL T

(4} ltisan odious ... the face of the globe. ERAMEN TS, RTR M
AR, RHFREF S URB TR SR E. (odious a. AIHEY, LE
HY; aristocracy n. $i%, B2, oligarchy n. ELEIE)

(5] Saxonn. WE#A. (ARERKZ R, EHECEEREILR, 575
AN, FRE & AFRS AR, St 2%t )
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be endured; but this oligarchy of sex, which makes father,
brothers, husband, sons, the oligarchs over the mother and sis-
ters, the wife and daughters of every household, which ordains
all men sovereigns, all women subjects, carries dissension, dis-
cord and rebellion into every home of the nation<1J.

Webster (2], Worcester { 3)and Bouvier (+J)all define a citi-
zen to be a person in the United States, entitled to vote and
hold office.

The only question left to be settled now is: Are women
persons? And I hardly believe any of our opponents will have
the hardihood (5] to say they are not. Being persons, then,
women are citizens; and no state has a right to make any law,
or to enforce any old law, that shall abridge their privileges or
immunities {6 ). Hence, every discrimination against women in
the constitutions and laws of the several states is today null and
void, precisely as in every one against Negroes. (7]

( 1) which ordains ... of the nation. iX{# —¥) 8 T8 5 i8&, — 1l LIkH
AN B EENE - DFEAERN Q5 P55 . (sovereign n. T, ¥
#F# ; dissension n. 4%, AH, 235 sdiscord . NI, A B

(2) Webster H118i4F (Daniel. 1782—1852) , £ [MEGA K HiE R, FE LEE
% U (1841—1843,1850—1852) .

(3) Worceste {RH#iFF(1758—1837), L E AT LHIRMON , LU 3K FF % F

(4) Bouvier HifE/R(1787—1851), EHEZE¥K.

[ 5] hardihood ». BH X, JEZ8.

(6] no state has ... or immunities. JCIEHE- - INE BH & B 5 12 bR 1740
TTINEARLL R T R AR RL. (abridge v, #ZF;privilege n. 4L,
A immunity ». B8, 8%%)

(7] Hence, every discrimination ... against Negroes. B i, 4% — M —4]
AR JE R TR, 52 BT OB A RO — A% 0 36 1k 0 Ak
o (discrimination ». B8;null a. TXM;void «. B FREH)



