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Dialogue 1 Where to Go?

A:Taxi!

B: Where to go?

A: Battery Park, please — but can you make a stop at
Union Sqpare? I want to pick up my friend there.

B:Of course.

A:How long will it take to get to Union Square?

B:Well, that depends on the traffic, you know. It’s pretty
heavy this afternoon.

A:Can you make it in fifteen minutes? I'm already ten

minutes late.
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B:I’ Il try. Where exactly is your friend waiting at that
place?

A:On the 14th Street side. Oh, we’ re already at the 16th
Street. You’re fast. Can you make a left at the next
corner?

B:Oh, you got it.

A:1 think he’ s around here. Can you slow down? Ah,
there he is!

(Her friend gets in the taxi)

B:Here we are--Battery park.

A:Thank you. How much is it?

B:Well,it’s ten twenty-five.

A:Here’s fifteen. Give me three back.

B:All right. Here’ s three. Thanks.
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Dialogue 2 Are You Engaged?

A:Hey, taxi. Over here!

B:Did you call for a car service?

A:Yes,are you engaged?

B:Not at the moment. Where’d you like me to take you?

A:T’m going to the airport,and I have to catch the 9: 30
flight to New York.

B: Well, it” s a long way, and there’ s roadworks near
Broadway. I’m not sure I can make it in half an hour.

A:But I can’ t miss the flight. An important meeting is
waiting for me.
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B:All right, I’ ll try my best. If there aren’ t many hold-
ups, I think we’ll be there in time.

A:That’s great. How much is it to the airport?

B:About $25,tip’s not included.

A:Fine. Will you please help me with the luggage?

B:0Oh, yes, sure. Let me put it in the boot.

A:Thanks very much.

B:Not at all. Bang the door, please.

A:OK,let’s hurry.

B:You’re in luck,sir. The traffic’s not heavy today.
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Dialogue 3 Is Your Baggage All Here?

A:Taxi!

B:Where to go?

A:The China World Hotel.

B:Well,is your baggage all here?

A:Yes,] think so.

B:Good. Let me put it in this van. Terrific! Please take
your seat. Now, let’s get going.

A:Are we going in the southwestern direction?

B:Yes, the airport is to the northeast of the city. Your
sense of direction is amazing.

A:1 used to be a pilot.

B:No wonder.

A:How far away are we from the downtown?

B: About 40 kilometers,or 24 miles.

A:Not very far. Half an hour’s drive,isn’t it?



P L k3 TR A Y X

B:Yes,if the traffic is normal.

A:Is my hotel downtown?

B:No. The China World Hotel is one of the best hotels in
town. It’s next to the embassy quarter. We'll be there

in 15 minutes.
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round-trip ticket & [F] 2R taxi stand HH L EFE
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Taking a Taxi in a Storm

I[ t’s 7 a. m. in Kyoto, ] apan, and the taxi company has
just called a second time to say they can’t find my house.
Once again I spell out directions even a blind cabby could
follow, glance impatiently at my watch, and wait. Only
two hours remain until my flight leaves — and it’ s an
hour-and-a-half trip to the Osaka airport.

Outside, heavy rains are threatening to sweep my
little house off the mountain slope. It is so far north in
Kyoto that city buses came past only three times a day.

The telephone rings again. “Terribly sorry”, begins
the dispatcher. Then I realize what’s happened. Flooded

with calls, the company is trying to make the most profits
. 8 .



