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A Brief Introduction
to Guang Sheng Si Temple

Guang Sheng Si Temple locates at south hill —
base of Huoshan Mountain northeast 17km away
from county seat Hongdong. The landscape here
is beyond compare with beautiful mountain and
clear water. As it has been recorded in NOTES
OF WATERS by the famous geographer Lee
Daoyuan 1n Northern Wei dynasty that Huo
Spring origins from Huotaishan hill and then in
short time becomes deep water of unmeasured
depth. It flows along south of Zhaocheng town
and goes westward into Fenhe River. The spring
flow day and night to irrigate farming land over
hundred thousand mus around Hongdong and
creates an attractive scenic spot of Guang Sheng
Si Temple. The ancient buildings in the temple
shines brilliantly in green pines. What a harmo-
ny combination of natural scenery and humanism
view it is.

Guang Sheng Si Temple is composed of the
Upper, the lower and the Water god Temples.
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The available buildings have been built in Yuan,
Ming and Qing dynasties. The three temples are
called by a general name of Guang Sheng Si and
were listed in the first group as national key an-
cient relics early in 1961.

In the Upper Temple there stand Hill Gate,
Flying Rainbow Tower, Mito Hall, Gautama
Buddha Hall, Pilu Hali, Dizhang Hall, Goddess
of child —mercy, Supernatural Being Cave and
so on. Among them the most splendid building
is Colored Glaze Tower. The tower is the gener-
al symbol for Guang Sheng Si Temple and the
first piece of three —top — treasure in the Tem-
ple. The second piece is a set of vast collection
of Buddhist books titled Zhaocheng Golden Stor-
age. It has been stored in the Upper Temple
over 800 years. Up to now there are still more
then ten bookcases for those books as the most
telling witness in Mito Hall.

When man goes into the Lower Temple in
Guang Sheng Si Temple, he can see Hill Gate
and the Front and the Rare Buddha Halls. The
later one has been praised by Liang Sicheng, a
famous Chinese architect, and been edited in
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many important Chinese writings like History of
Ancient Architecture. The Rare Buddha Hall is
a typical one of massive buildings built during
Yuan dynasty over our country. A variety of ar-
chitecture techniques and methods have been ap-
plied to it. Its so special design style makes it re-
ally unigue in our country.

There stand Hill Gate stage, Ceremony
Gate and Mingying King Hall in the Temple of
Water God. It has a different worship with that
in the Upper and lower Temples. This temple is
a kind of customs worship temple and sacrifices
have been offered to God of Huo Spring. In
Mingying King Hall there are frescos on the
walls. Among them a piece about drama in the
east of south wall is fairly well known over the
world. This one is the solo well kept drama fres-
co painted in Yuan dynasty and together with
another one about ball game on the west wall in
the same hall have been edited in textbook of
Chinese History.
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