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PREFACE 1

Mankind is about to bid farewell to the 20th century, during which developments and
changes have been taking place on an unprecedented scale. At the point of striding into the
new century, we are in the great hope that the coming century will be more thriving and
prosperous, while not be without anxiety whether, with the rapid growing of population,
the consuming of resources and the deteriorating of environment, the small earth can hold
the human beings who are continuously increasing their consumption. Both feelings are
reflections of reason—the anxiety puts forward questions while the hope expresses the belief
in mankind’s scientific abilities—and only through their combination, of which scholars and
scientists are the representatives, the magnificent prospects of human beings can be realized.

Thus, chinese and Japanese scholars have jointly organized ‘Sino-Japan Symposium on
Asian Sustainable Development Issues’. In this symposium, they presented the subject of
Asian environment and development, and approached it from different angles while looking
forward to the prospect of sustainable development and common prosperity. The nice
theories, strategies and ways that the scholars have proposed will be put into effect by
governments, industrial communities and other forms of social powers. What is more, the
glorious prospect will be made possible only by a united effort of scholars and varieties of
social powers in China and Japan. That has been preliminarily demonstrated in this
symposium which was supported by China Association of Science and Technology and Japan
Association of Corporate Executives. Japan is a powerful developed country and China is a
developing country with a rapid growth of economy, and both of them are near neighbours
with environments joining up with each other. The joint approaching to the subject of Asian
environment and development by scholars from the two countries will, therefore, have a
decisive impact not only on Asia but on the whole world.

The accomplishment of such a significant affair should be owed first and foremost to
Professor Ryoichi Yamamoto of Institute of Industrial Science, University of Tokyo, the
ardent proposer who had travelled to and fro between Beijing and Tokyo time and again for
the sake of arranging it. And Professor Ye Wenhu of Research Center for Chinese
Sustainable Development, Peking University, as an active cooperator, has also done a lot
with all his heart and all his might in organizing it. It is with the common effort made by
them and all other participants that the symposium became a great success, a ‘Beijing

Proposal’ has been put forth to the governments and the public, and a book that collects the
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speeches of the participants from both China and Japan has been edited, which is thought-
sparkling and full of the authors’ eager expectations of our future. All of these endeavours
are stones of the shining road leading to sustainable development.

I had intended to take part in the symposium for the purpose of listening to the scholars’
wise opinions, but missed this opportunity for a meeting in Europe. I could, however, get
some idea of how grand was the symposium and appreciate the scholars’ wisdom through this
book. I believe that our work is a promotion that will urge more scholars and public to put
themselves into the powerful current of Asian and global sustainable development. Thus,
global sustainable development can be expected soon and mankind is to live on the earth with

prosperity, happiness, harmony and ever-youth.

Wang Yiqiu

Vice President
Peking University
June, 1997.
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PREFACE Il

Rapid growth of Asian economy in 1990s has been welcomed by most of the world,
while the increase of population and the intensification of anthropogenic activities in this area
brought about the degradation of natural environment. The large amount of varieties of
wastes emitted from anthropogenic spheres has exceeded local environmental capactities and
thus human lives are anticipated to suffer more and more the effects of deteriorated natural
environment in the future.

This is the time to find ways to achieve a harmony between economic development and
environmental preservation. Conceptual understanding of what is happening now and on the
basis of ‘sustainability’, development of new technologies and methodologies to direct
human activities are indispensable.

‘Sino-Japan Symposium on Asian Sustainable Development Issues’ was arranged by
Professor Ye Wenhu of Research Center for Chinese Sustainable Development, Peking
University and Professor Ryoichi Yamamoto of Institute of Industrial Science, University of
Tokyo. This timely held symposium succeeded to attract many participants from Japan and
China and to provide an excellent opportunity for all the participants to exchange and to
discuss their ideas.

Self-devoting efforts of the two professors were especially valuable in realizing this
occasion and also supports provided by Keizai Doyukai (Japan Association of Corporate
Executives ), Seisangijutu Shoureikai (Foundation of Promotion of Industrial Science) and
the well organized contribution of the local operation committee members from China are

sincerely acknowledged.

Motoyuki Suzuki
Director General
Institute of Industrial Science

University of Tokyo
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