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7. Horee Batting
EoEE

N

1 Betting is an important element in the popularity of horse racing. At different times four main types of betting
have been popular: simple betting between individuals; sweepstakes betting, in which large entry fees, or stakes, are
pooled and awarded to the winners; bookmaking, in which speculators offer odds against each horse and accept
bets against their predictions; and pari-mutuel betting, which is the most widespread system used at the major
American tracks. The designation pari-mutuel is a French phrase translated as betting among ourselves. Under the
pari-mutue] system, which was developed in France during the 1860s, the betting odds on a given horse are derived
from a comparison between the total amount wagered on the horse and the total wagered on all the horses in the
race. The odds are automatically computed by a device called totalizator’, which posts them on a lighted tote board
clearly visible to spectators. Odds are recomputed at approximately one-minute intervals until post time, when all
bets must be placed and the pari-mutuel machine are locked. Winning tickets are cashed after the race's results have
been declared official, by which time computers have determined the payoffs. Pari-mutuel bettors can wager that a
horse will win? (finish first), place’ (ﬁnish first or second), or show *(finish first, second, or third). In the event that
two or more horses are entered by the same owner or trainer, they are coupled in the wagering as an entry. In this
situation a bet on one of these horses is a bet on all of them.

2 Combination wagering involves more than one horse. Such combinations include the daily &ouble, in which
the bettor must predict the winners of two consecutive races (usually the first two of the day), purchasing the ticket
in advance of both. A variation of the daily double is the pick-6 (or pick-3), in which bettors must select the winners
of 6 (or 3) consecutive races. To win a quiniela, the bettor must predict the first two finishers in a single race
without regard to the order in which they finish. To win an exacta (also called perfecta), the bettor must specify the
exact order in which the first two horses in a race will finish. Such involves wagering almost always yields higher
payoffs than straight win-place-show betting.

3 Off-track betting (OTB) is growing in popularity throughout the United States. OTB facilities offer an alter-
native to wagering at racetracks. As with betting done at tracks, states receive a portion of the pari-mutuel handle or

‘take off wagering has long been legal in Great Britain through privatg bookmaker shops.

HNotes:

totalizator: M.I, b dbag i+ H 8

win (finish first): B PévE—2

place (finish first or second): BEFHE—R2ERE=2
show (finish first, second or third): B P =2

To be continued on page 4 i
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I. Choose the best answer to each of the following questwns
1. Which of the following is the most w1despread system of bettmg"
A. Sweepstakes betting. \
B. Bookmaking.
C. Betting among the bettors themselves
2. Pari-mutuel is an expression which originates from
A. German. B. French. C. English.
3. When the computers have determined the payoffs,
A. the winners can have their tickets cashed.
B. the winners will wait for the official orders.
C. the spectators all watch the tote board.
4. When two or more horses are entered by the same owner or the same trainer
A. one horse wins means the victory of all the horses.
B. the victory of one horse doesn't mean the victory- of all the hﬂrses.
C. all the horses win means the victory of them all.
5. Combination wagering includes the following except
A. daily double and pick-6. . S R
B. anentry.
C. quiniela and exacta. i
6. Which will bring the winner more beneﬁt‘?
A. Pari-mutuel. B. Anentry.  C. Perfecta.

Il Choose the best meaning for each of th‘ ﬁJIIoMng words used in the artrde : 4

1. awarded (1) :
A. gave as a reward
B. observed
C. gave as charity

2. pari-mutuel (1)
A. offer great odds
B. pool large entry fee
C. betting among the bettors

3. payoffs (1)
A. money gained from the spectators
B. money which will be paid to winners
C. money offered to all the spectators

4. predict (2)

A. predicate 'B. predispose C. foretell the future




1 Davis Cup', international team competition for men's tennis players, held annually. The competition is offi-
cially known as David Cup by NEC. The winning team takes possession in the year after its victory of a large silver
cup, oﬁginally donated in 1900 by the competition's namesake, Dwight Davis, who was then a student at Harvard
University and who later became an American statesman.

2 Each year in Davis Cup, 16 nations form what is called the World Group. These nations are matched up
against each other in four rounds of single-elimination match called a rubber. World Group teams are determined in
two ways. First, national teams that win at least one World Group match compete in the subsequent year's World
Group. Other teams qualify for the World Group each year by participating in regional competition at three lower
levels®: Groups I, II, and III, with Group III being the lowest level. Successful performance in any group allows a
nation to move up to the next-highest group in the subsequent year. Each year the eight successful Group I nations
(as determined through play in zonal draws)match up against that year's eight World Group first-round losers to
compete in the World Group Qualifying Round, with the winners securing a place in the next year's World Group
and the losers competing in Group I. In World Group play, ties consist of four singles matches and one doubles
match, scheduled over three days. All matches are the best three out of five sets. David Cup by NEC is administered
by the International Tennis Federation (ITF), located in London®. '

3 When the competitions started in 1900, only teams from the United States and the British Isles played for the
trophy*. By the mid-1990s more than 120 national teams were involved in David Cup play. Two of the most
successful David Cup nations are the United States, which aonﬁnated the competition in the 1920s, 1940s, and

1990s, and Australia, which won 15 of the 18 Davis Cup titles played from 1950 to 1967.

1. Davis Cup: stettidk , s 2 @ A D. F. Davis FRIAMEZ K 4R, EPFRMBRE F @A FAIRZ 32 4R,

2. Other teams ...at three lower level: 8 &, Lo #hPA S foit (K £8 &Y, DPRHENDWRAOER, LUKIB ot
RRSHFHS o '

3. Davis Cup ...located in London: WEELTIR b R A RKAHB IR SRRt {78,

4. When the competition...for the trophy: %2 1900 £ 77 48i% — t e, R 8 E Fo7R 3N &, 45 BKBA 4k
Ho T B : ‘

To be continued on page'6 i



ﬁZWJ

be continued from page S

Compretiension

1. Choose the best answer to each of the following questions:

1.

Davis Cup, the international team competition for men's tennis players, is held

A. every year.
B. twice a year.
C. every other year.

. The World Cup Group is formed

A. with the winners of Group III.
B. with 16 countries.
C. with the losers of Group 1.

. The matches in ties are called

A. contests.
B. rounds.
C. rubbers.

. According to the article, which group is the highest?

A. Group l.
B. Group IL
C. Group IIL

. In World Group play, ties last for

A. four days.
B. three days.
C. three days and a half. -

. Which countries are the most successful David Cup nations?

A. France and Australia.
B. England and the U. S.
C. Australia and the U. S.

Vocabulary

Il. Choose the best meaning for each of the fo
1.

~
.

i3

Ilowing words used in the article:

annually (1)

A. yearly B. biannually y C. annulling
donated (1)

A. given B. taken C. carried away
subsequent (2)

A. previous B. before C. following
zonal (2)

A. regional B. like a zone C. particularly




3. Professiona Boxing
e

1 In the United States, professional boxing has been subject to increasing control by state boxing commissions
since 1920, when New York adopted a new law called the Walk Law to rectify certain abuses, regulate the disburse-
ment of prize money’, and establish a state boxing commission. Other countries subsequently passed similar regu-
latory legislation and set up control boards, as did other U. S. states and cities.
2 The official state codes governing professional boxing include specifications for ring construction, 16 to 20
- ft (4.9 to 6.1 m) square; a minimum weight, 6 to 8 oz (170 to 227 g) for padded gloves; a maximum number of
rounds (usually 12 in championship bouts); specifications for the conduct of referees and judges; definitions and
penalties for fouls; and systems of scoring points to decide winners of contests that do not end in knockouts. The
state codes also define grounds on which a bout may be stopped to prevent serious injury to contestants who have
not been knocked out, but who can no longer defend themselves. Such a decision is listed in official records as a
knockout and not , as is often assumed, a technical knockout (TKO)?. A TKO occurs when a boxer is unable to
answer the bell for the next round and resume the contest. The bout is then considered ended.
3 Although there are 17 recognized weight divisions, a majority of the professional boxers compete in only
eight of those classes. These classes are, with maximum weight (1) flyweight 112 Ib (50.7kg); (2) banmtamweight
118 Ib (53.5 kg); (3) featherweight, 126 Ib (57.1 kg); (4) lightweight, 135 Ib (61.2 kg); (5) welterweight 147 Ib
(66.6kg); (6) middleweight, 160 Ib (72.6 kg); (7) light heavyweight, 175 Ib (79.4 kg) and (8) heavyweight, 195 Ib
(88.5kg) and over.
4 After the Walk Law initiated the legalization and regulation of boxing, the sport grew in popularity in the
United States. American heavyweight champions were among the most celebrated athletes in the sport and inspired
awe and respect for their punching power, both domestically and internationally. Jack Dempsey won the heavy-
weight championship in 1919 and defended his title in 1921 against the French fighter Georges Carpentier, in what -
was the first fight with a million-dollar gate (income from ticket receipts). Joe Louis held the heavyweight champi-
onship longer than any other fighters from 1937 to 1949 and successfully defended his title 25 times. After winning
a gold medal at the 1952 Olympic Games, Floyd Patterson won the heavyweight title in 1956; he became the ﬁrst
heavyweight champion to regam his title in a victorious 1960 rematch with Swedish fighter Ingemar Johasson.
Hotes:
1. ... regulate the disbursement of prize money: 3R & es>®i%17RE

2. Such a decision... a technical knockout(TKO): ik#tes# Al M EER e B Pl “H 5" L— KRBT,
12X 5AVRBREHTRE, CRE—HEA LTS

To be continued on page & ’i



