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Intro&uction to the student

Please read this Introduction carefully to get to know the aims and methods
of this book.

Who is this book for?

Functions of American English is for high intermediate and advanced
learners who feel confident about using basic English grammar and
vocabulary, and who are now ready to learn more about using English in
real-life situations. This book is accompanied by a tape and a Teacher’s
Manual.

What does this book cover?

In order for your English to be effective, it must be appropriate to the
situation you are in. So, when you are trying to choose the best way to
express yourself in a particular situation, you have to keep in mind several
things:

— What are you trying to do with your English sentences? Are you describ-
ing something, persuading someone, giving your opinion, or what? These
are called language functions.

— What is your role in this situation? Are you a friend, stranger, employee,
customer?

— Where are you talking? Is the setting on a plane, at a party, at a meeting?

— What are you talking about? Is the topic business, travel, sport?

Each unit in this book describes three important language functions. For
example, the first unit covers “talking about yourself,” “starting a con-
versation,” and “making a date.” The exercises in each unit let you practice
all sorts of useful roles and topics in all sorts of typical places. You will
practice the English that you know already and learn many useful new ways
of saying things.

This book is just the starting point, though. There are many places in the
book where you may want to ask your teacher for more information or
for more time to practice some new material.

How is this book organized?
Each unit in Functions of American English is divided into several sections:

Conversation

This illustrates how each language function could be carried out during a
conversation. Don'’t read the conversation section in the book until you
have listened to the tape at least twice. This is #ot a “dialogue” that you

.



have to learn by heart. Sometimes the teacher will tell you the situation
that the conversation takes place in, and sometimes you should try to guess.
The same six characters keep appearing in different situations throughout
the book.

Presentations

The presentation sections include descriptions of the functions and various
ways of carrying them out. When you come to a presentation, read it by
yourself. Then keep your book closed while the teacher presents the ideas
using the board and the tape, and asks you for your ideas. Make sure that
you can pronounce the new expressions well. There are usually three pre-
sentations in a unit.

Exercises

There are several exercises after each presentation. The first one is often
directed by the teacher, so that you have a chance to ask for help and ad-
vice. For the other exercises, the class is divided up into pairs or small groups
of students who work on their own. Try hard to use new expressions that
you have just learned in the presentation.

Many units have a Consolidation exercise at the end. In this kind of
exercise you can practice expressions from all the presentations in the
unit.

Communication activities

The exercises are often followed by instructions to look at a particular
number in the Communication activities section at the back of this book.
The activities involve two or more sides communicating with each other in
discussions, role plays, problem-solving activities, etc. Each side has
different instructions, printed on different pages so that the participants
can’t see each other’s instructions. In this way you can have information that
is different from your partner’s information, just as in most real commu-
nication outside the classroom.

Please, don’t prepare the communication activities ahead of time — let
them be a surprise. And don’t look at your partner’s instructions — keep
the activities spontaneous.

Try to experiment with different ways to get your point across in these
activities. Be as talkative as you can — never just say Yes or No. And don’t
be afraid to make mistakes — learn from them! Your teacher will be going
around from group to group to listen and help. At the end of each activity,
the class will discuss difficulties, and the teacher will point out serious mis-
takes that would make a listener misunderstand something.

Written work

The written work at the end of each unit gives you further practice on some
important items from the unit. Again, experiment with new ways of
communicating.

The tape

[a=] marks sections that are recorded on the cassette tape.



Conclusion

This book may be a little different from what you are used to. Don’t be
surprised — a course that teaches conversation must be a little unpredictable,
since real-life conversations are so often unpredictable. We hope that you
find working with these materials interesting and enjoyable.



Talking about yourself, starting a
conversation, making a date

1.1

Conversation [==)

Excuse me, is anybody sitting here?

: Uhno ... no, here, let me move my purse from the chair.

Oh, thank you. Say, haven’t I seen you with Jack Davidson?

. 1 work with Jack Davidson. How do you know Jack?
. Oh, Jack and I went to school together. What sort of work do you

do?

: Oh,I ... Iwork on commercial accounts at the trust company with

Jack. Um ... what do you do?

. I’'m a telephone installer — I just happen to be working on this

street the last couple of days. I should introduce myself — my
name’s John Spencer.

: Well pleased to meet you! I'm Anne Kennedy.

: Happy to know you. Do you live around here?

: Yeah, 1live in the neighborhood — it’s real convenient to work.
: Oh, it sounds like . ..

(fade]
.. .Are you doing anything tonight?

: Oh ... uh, sorry, 'm afraid I'm busy tonight.



John: Well how about tomorrow? Maybe we could go to a movie.

Anne: Hey, that sounds like 2 great idea! Um . .. do you like comedies?

John: Oh yltzst;n, Ilike comedies . . . uh, let’s see, what could we see? How
-about Bread and Chocolate? 1 think that’s playing over at . ..

Anne: Ah ... .

John: ... on Main Street there.

Anne: That’s a great idea.

John: Well I guess, uh, we should meet about eight o’clock then, ’caus
think the movie starts about eight-thirty. Uh, where would be a
good place to meet? -

Anne: There’s ... uh ... there’s a clock tower near the movie theater. We
could meet there at about eight.

John: OK. That sounds good. See you tomorrow, then.

Anne: I'll see you then. Goodbye!

John: Bye-bye.
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Exercise

Get together with another student. Introduce yourselves first and then find
out about each other. Be friendly. Your teacher will demonstrate first.
Here are some ideas to start off with, but ask for as much detail as possible.
Ask about his or her:

Brothers and sisters. Parents. Childhood — happy? Home — where doeshe
or she live?

Many or just a few? What do they talk about and do together? Is it easy to
make new friends? '

Different schools, colleges, or universities. Favorite subjects at school and
why. Diplomas and degrees. Future plans.

Present job. What exactly does he or she do? Advantages and disadvantages.
Previous jobs — details. Future plans.

Hobbies. Sports. TV, radio, movies. What does he or she do on weekends
and in the evening? What does he or she like to read?

Countries visited. Parts of own country he or she knows. Languages.
Favorite kind of vacation. Future plans.

After everyone has finished, tell the whole class the most interesting
things you found out about your friend.



1.4

Exercise

Get together with a different student from the one you talked with in 1.3.
Look at the questionnaire below. Help each other to fill in the blanks.
Discuss how to answer the more difficult questions.

When you have finished, compare your answers with another pair of
students. Give your completed questionnaire to your teacher to read and
correct,

Questionnaire

Last name
First name
Nationality
Permanent address

Present address

Occupation or subject you are studying

High school education

Degrees or other qualifications
Other education and language courses

What foreign languages do you speak and how well?

Have you ever lived in a place where people speak English most of the time? It so,
for how long?

What English textbooks have you used?

When do you (or will you) need to use English?

In what areas does your English need the maost improvement?

What is the main thing that you hope to get from this course?




1.5 Exercise
Imagine that you are at a cocktail party with the rest of the class. At a
cocktail party everyone stands with a drink, chats for a few minutes to one
guest, and then is expected to circulate and move on to another guest.
The host or hostess (your teacher) normally speeds up the circulation by
introducing guests to each other.
Now stand up and have a party! Talk to as many people as possible.
1.6 T 48: wfeT R AS G (=]
B S —FE S AR A BRE B REEN —SR, MRIREE T
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Nice day, isn’t it?
Horrible weather we’re having.
Excuse me, is anybody sitting here?
Say, don’t I know you from somewhere?
Sorry, I couldn’t help overbearing — did you mention something about . ..
Excuse me, have you got a light?
Uh, could you help me, I'm looking for ...
i SRR X T R R, SR AER TR EER G
BRI T LBt A
1.7 Communication activity

To practice ways of starting a conversation, the class is divided into two
groups: A and B. If you are in group A, look at communication activity 151
at the back of the book; if you are in group B, look at communication
activity 38.



1.8

4R S

LT EmAHTEENRIEZE, KREUFRERHES-RaHE. FE

B — el TEHALNITE.

Ubh, are you going to be busy this evening?

Um, I was thinking of going to a movie tonight. Would you like to come?

Are you doing anything tonight? I was wondering if you’d like to go to a
movie with me.

I'm going to a play with a group of friends. Would you like to join us¢

YES! That'd be very nice.
I'd love to.
That'’s a great idea.

No! Sorry, I'm afraid I'm busy tonight.
Tonight’s a problem. W hat about tomorrow night?
Sorry, I've got people coming over tonight.
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1.9

Exercise

Make up conversations from the cues below, using expressions presented
in 1.8. Follow this pattern:

A: I’'m going to have some people over far dinner tomorrow night.
Would you like to join us?

B: Oh, I’'m afraid ’m busy tomorrow night.

A: Some other time maybe?

B: Sure. Thanks for asking me.

movie picnic

play football game
drink swimming
lunch/dinner ~ drive

dancing roller skating

1.10

Exercise

Get up again and try to make a date with the people you contacted
carlier. One way to.begin might be: Ob, it’s nice to see you again. How
are you?

Remember that if you become too friendly or emotional, the person you
are talking to may think you want a favor or that you are not sincere. Of
course, if you are not friendly enough, you will sound rude.

Keep experimenting and practicing until you feel comfortable with the.
expressions in this unit.



1.11 Written work

Discuss each of the following with your teacher before you do them
yourself. Decide on the best way to approach each one:

1 Imagine two people meeting for the first time and write the conversa-
tion between them in dialogue form.

2 Imagine that you are writing your first letter to an American pen pal.
Introduce yourself, so that he or she has an impression of what kind of
person you are.

3 Write a letter inviting an American acquaintance to spend the weekend
with your family.
w
1.12 pE

® How about: - ? ARERN N RAEHNEL, BBE: - E4
B

@ ’cause = because

1.13 S$XIFX (28

W W, XL ARG

TR W, WA, LROFHREOERF.

. R, M. oL RFGBLAFRAAR  BESE R, W

IR RAKTE - BMES BT/ HRELZNRAR?

W W, FERMARRFEZ. KREFHATHEHN?

TR R, R, BMAT—BAGEAR M LK, B, HKEF
A TAHEH?

4 REBIFEET, BEXHARESEILXEG EFE. BAEZENS
HEMNE, RUAE - HBE,

R BEIGAR, RUESE - &R,

A% NRIRRRS S, RERAE R B

L. BW, RBEENE, EHAEFERT.

W W, XEE-

W (ERAEE) - R4 0 A B

KPR R W, AR, ROBBHBE,

A% WMo, PAXELR? RFRNTUEEGEY.

IR O XER-MFEE W, AERERG

A R, BN, REEK. B, REE, ROBHAR B EER
RN BaR? REXABIELE LR,

TYR: W

ey - RIEKREIRL.

TR KIFT.



10

7] B

ZhR:
8.
T:
e

o, REBRNMKESSENE, HRYEBassLTFE, B, £
JLIL T R0

1, BEERHOEE AR, RAISAEIRIL mEE,

17, BARS8E .

BlotER, BN

;5N



