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Preface

by Hou Renzhi

We have eagerly looked forward to this long —awaited publi-
cation of A Descriptive Catalogue of pre — 1900 Chinese Maps
Seen in Europe. It is the first monograph offering a comprehen-
sive introduction and study of Chinese maps preserved overseas.
With the honor of being both teacher and friend to the auther, 1
take considerable pleasure in his academic accomplishment.
Therefore, 1 would like to take this opportunity to introduce to
readers how this research began and what the academic signifi-
cance of this books is.

In 1984 1 was invited to Cornell University as a Visiting
Scholar, where I became acquainted with Professor John Reps, a
famous city planner. I learned that in doing research for city
planning, Professor Reps often was assisted by old city maps.
As most of these old city maps were drawn by people living at
that particular time, these maps preserved a lot of reliable his-
torical information and could offer later researchers some unex-
pected insights. Professor Reps kept a special cabinet for these
old city maps, of which he had many of different times and coun-
tries. Among them, an old map of the city of Beijing was includ-
ed. Professor Reps’ research method aroused my keen interest in
ancient maps, so I paid a special visit to the American Library of

Congress in Washington D. C. , where a considerable number of
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Chinese maps are still preserved, some of which have not been
seen by contemporary scholars in China—nor have they been
mentioned or introduced in writing.

Upon leaving the United States on route to return to China,
I took advantage of an opportunity afforded me, when I went to
England to accept an honorary doctoral degree in science from
Liverpool University, to visit Map Library of the British Library
in London. Thereupon, the former curator of Map Library, Ms.
Helen Wallis, spread out before me a map of Beijing which had
been drawn by hand in the early Qing dynasty. On this map,
north of Heng Qiao Bridge inside Xi Zhi Men Gate, there is a
clearly drawn canal, which, flowing upward, directly connects
with the lake inside Shui Guan Pass near De Sheng Men Gate.
This Qing dynasty map provides definite and clear evidence of
the old course of the river and canal above Heng Qiao Bridge. As
a result, a long-standing question which emerged when doing re-
search on changes in the rivers and canals of Beijing has been an-
swered. Prior to this, Mr. Ren Jingcheng, working in the map
section of the authentic texts room in the Beijing Library, had
written an article introducing “A Map of the Palace in Beijing,” a
block-printed edition of the Ming dyna%:‘t\'y, preserved in the li-
brary of Tohoku University (FRitk2) in Miyagi-Ken (R E)
county in Japan. In this article, he also stated that a map of Bei-
jing from the Ming dynasty shows evidence of the above-men-
tioned canal. However, the drawing (of the canal) in that map is
quite rough. Both these maps, the bolck-printed edition of the
Ming and the hand-drawn edition of the Qing, provide precious,

actual material evidence for clarifying historically difficult prob-
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lems.

Moved by this experience, when I returned to China and
learned that Ms. Cao Wanru, a researcher at the Institute for
the History of Natural Science (at the Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences) and Mr. Yan Ping, a scholar at the Scientific Institute for
National Surveys and Drawings, along with others at their re-
spective institutes, were at that time sorting and compiling a pre-
cious collection of Chinese ancient maps preserved in China, I
suggested that we should, as soon as possible, organize our re-
searchers to investigate and study those Chinese ancient maps
which have been dispersed abroad. This would be academic re-
search work having considerable value. I remember also that that
year Mr. Zhu Shijia took an opportunity afforded by his scholar-
ly visit to the United States to investigate, compile, and publish
a catalogue of Chinese local chronicles which are preserved in the
American Library of Congress. Additionally, Mr. Wang Zhong-
ming in that same year gathered and sorted Dun Huang
manuscripts scattered and lost in various European countries.
Together their work of investigating, ordering, and cataloguing
provides great research convenience to those who follow after
them.

Further, in the Spring of 1987, when Professor Reps of
Cornell University came to Peking University ( Beijing
University ) as a guest lecturer, taking advantage of this occa-
sion, I and Mr. Yu Cang, Director of the Bureau for National
Surveys and Drawings, invited Professor Reps to introduce
specifically those libraries and museums in Europe and America

that most likely continue to preserve Chinese maps today. Un-
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fortunately, since that event, it had not yet been possible to have
some one and some opportunity to engage in the work of sorting,
compiling, ordering and studying Chinese ancient maps pre-
served abroad,

The study of ancient maps, which is related to research in
the history of cartography, actually belongs to the field of histor-
ical geography. When I was a teacher at Peking University lec-
turing on the “History of Chinese Ancient Geography,” my lec-
tures included sections on ancient cartography so that students
would understand the achievements of and the road traversed by
previous scholars of our country in the area of cartography. Be-
fore the establishment of the People’ s Republic of China, with
regard to research in the field of Chinese cartography, excluding
some fragmentary textual research on some maps handed down
from former times, there were only two written works, “A His-
tory of Chinese Geography” and “An Outline of the History of
Chinese Maps,” both by Wang Yong. Mr. Wang, using for the
most part examples from ancient maps stored in the Beiping Li-
brary at that time, in a detailed, systematic and thorough man-
ner, appraised and expounded upon the development of Chinese
maps, from their origin up to the appearance of contemporary
map surveys and drawings. In this manner, Mr. Wang initiated
research into the history of Chinese cartography. Since the es-
tablishment of the People’s Republic of China, research essays
on received block-printed and hand-drawn maps and on maps un-
earthed through archeology not only have increased, in addition,
monographs on the history of Chinese cartography and reference

books for investigating ancient maps still extant continue to be
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published one after another. Specifically, the first, second and
third volumes of An Atlas of Chinese Ancient Maps and the com-
pilation of Selected Treasures from Chinese Ancient Maps enabled
many Chinese ancient maps which are still extant but had been
hidden in forbidden places away from public knowledge to be-
come known to the world. As a result, the study of the history
of Chinese cartography has advanced to a deeper, more profound
level.

We may take pleasure and pride in all these achievements.
However, it is still necessary to point out that these ancient
maps are only a small selection from a vast number of maps cur-
rently preserved on the Chinese mainland. With regard to those
ancient maps and other related materials which are currently pre-
served in Taiwan, except for a few examples, these have not
been utilized or included in these compilations. Moreover, since
the late Qing dynasty, the cultural artifacts and ancient books of
our nation which have flowed away overseas are exceedingly
great in number, including ancient maps and other materials.
Yet, these have not received the attention they should. Thus, in
the Preface which 1 wrote for Selected Treasures from Chinese
Ancient Maps, 1 made this appeal ;

By striving for the cooperation of specialists a;nd
other related scholars from within China and abroad,
we will be able to continue to carry forward skillful se-
lection of our nation’s ancient maps, from those stored
in Taiwan and other places abroad, for reproduction

and publication. This work will not only encourage the
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invigoration of the people’s spirit and the enlargement

of the people’s culture, but will also necessarily be of

great assistance to cultural exchanges between China

and other countries and to the development of interna-
tional cooperation.

Fortunately, Mr. Li Xiaocong, in completing this eagerly
sought for piece of work, truly offers to readers today a consid-
erable accomplishment from ongoing research into Chinese an-
cient maps preserved abroad :investigation and research into that
portion of Chinese ancient maps preserved in various places
throughout Europe.

Since 1985, Mr. Li, along with me, has presided over the
editorial work of the city map group for The Chinese National
Historical Great Atlas. He has also shared the view that extant
ancient maps are extremely valuable for reference when doing re-
search in historical geography and when compiling historical
maps. After Mr. Li and Professor Reps came to know each oth-
er, Mr. Li increased yet further his resolve to pursue this direc-
tion of research and began to acquire necessary materials and
learning. At the end of 1990, the Department of History at
Peking University sent Mr. Li, as an inter-university exchange
scholar, to Leiden University in Holland for advanced study. A
year later, he was awarded British Academy K. C. Wong Fel-
lowships, which gave him an opportunity to travel across Europe
furthering his investigation and study of Chinese ancient maps
preserved in various European countries.

" While Mr. Li was pursuing advanced studies in Holland, he

was greatly assisted by the eminent Dutch sinologist, Professor
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Erik Ziircher. In June 1991, Mr. Li participated in the four-
teenth international conference on the history of cartography
sponsored by Uppsala University and Stockholm. This opportu-
nity enabled him to become acquainted with those responsible for
preserving maps in libraries and museums across Europe. Thus,
he came to understand the circumstances under which Chinese
ancient maps have been preserved in various countries which en-
couraged his investigation and sorting of these maps. A year lat-
er, Mr. Li was sent as a research scholar to Map Library and
Oriental & India Office Collections at the British Library in Lon-
don. There he received the ardent assistance of Ms. Helen Wal-
lis and of Mr. Tony Campbell, both curators of Map Library,
and of Dr. Frances Wood, Director of the Chinese section of Ori-
ental & India Office Collections, in completing an initial investi-
gation and catalogue of that portion of Chinese ancient maps pre-
served in Europe. In autumn of 1994, Mr. Li went to the Uni-
versity of Rome as a Visiting Scholar of the Department of Ori-
ental Studies in the Literature College. There, with the great as-
sistance of Professors Piero Corradini and Giuliano Bertuccioli of
University of Rome and of Professor Silvio Vita and others at the
College of Oriental Studies in Napoli, Mr. Li collected and sort-
ed several hundred maps which had been dispersed in various
places in Italy and the Vatican. Therefore, with these efforts on
the part of Mr. Li, we have substantial reason for saying that
the advancement of this kind of study clearly furthers interna-
tional exchange and cooperation.

In the Summer of 1991, when 1 attended a meeting of the
Committee on the History of Thought in Geography of the Inter-
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