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Using this book

Why was this book written?

It was written to help you to improve your English vocabulary. It will help you to learn
not only the meanings of words but also how they are used. You can use this book
either with a teacher or for self-study.

How is the book organised?

The book has 100 two-page units. In most units, the left-hand page explains the words
and expressions to be studied in that unit. Where appropriate, it gives information about
how the words are used as well as their meaning. The right-hand page checks that you
have understood the information on the left-hand page by giving you a series of
exercises practising what you have just learnt. Occasionally the right-hand page will also
teach you some more new words.

There is a key at the back of the book. The key does not always simply give you one
right answer. It sometimes also comments on the answers and will help you learn more
about the words studied in the unit.

There is an index at the back of the book. This lists all the words and phrases covered in
the book and refers you to the units where these words or phrases are discussed. The
index also tells you how difficult and unusual words are pronounced. It uses the
International Phonetic Alphabet to do this and the symbols you need to know are listed
at the beginning of the index.

How should | useé this book?

The book is divided into a number of sections. Complete the seven introductory units
first. These units not only teach you some useful new vocabulary but they also help you
with useful techniques for vocabulary learning in general. After completing those units,
you might want to work straight through the book or you might prefer to do the units
in any order that suits you.

What else do | need in order to work with this book?

You need some kind of vocabulary notebook or file where you can write down the new
words you are learning. (See Unit 3 for advice on how to do this.)

You also need to have access to a couple of good dictionaries. This book selects the
words that are most important for you to learn at your level and it gives you the most
important information about those words but you will sometimes need to refer to a
dictionary as well for extra information about meaning and usage. Firstly, you need an
English-English dictionary for foreign learners. Good ones are The Cambridge
International Dictionary of English, the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English,
the Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary and the Collins Cobuild English Language
Dictionary, for example. Secondly, you will also find a good bilingual dictionary useful.
Ask a teacher to recommend a good bilingual dictionary for you. (See Unit 5 for advice
on using your dictionaries.)
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Learning vocabulary — general advice

What do you need to learn?

1 How many words are there in English? At least:
a) 10,000 b} 100,000 ¢) 250,000 d) 500,000
2 Winston Churchill was famous for his particularly large vocabulary. How many words
did he use in his writing?
a) 10,000 b) 60,000 ¢) 100,000 d) 120,000
3 How many words does the average native English speaker use in his/her everyday speech?
a) 2,500 b) 5,000 c) 7,500 d) 10,000
4 How many words make up 45% of everything written in English?
a) 50 b) 250 c) 1,000 d) 2,500
To sum up, there are many words you don’t need at all and there are other words that you
simply need to understand when you read or hear them. Finally, there are words which you
need to be able to use yourself. Clearly you need to spend most time learning this last group.

In the text below mark the words you’d like to be able to use.

English vocabulary has a remarkable range, flexibility and adaptability. Thanks to the
periods of contact with foreign languages and its readiness to coin new words out of old
elements, English seems to have far more words in its core vocabulary than other
languages. For example, alongside kingly (from Anglo-Saxon) we find royal (from
French) and regal (from Latin). There are many such sets of words which add greatly to

our opportunities to express subtle shades of meaning at various levels of style.
" . gy

You probably marked many words that you would like to be able to use. Unless you are
studying linguistics, however, you probably need only to understand, rather than to use, the
verb ‘coin’ as used in the context above.

What does knowing a new word mean?

* It is not enough just to know the meaning of a word. You also need to know:
a) what words it is usually associated with
b) whether it has any particular grammatical characteristics
¢) how it is pronounced

¢ Try to learn new words not in isolation but in phrases.

* Write down adjectives together with nouns they are often associated with and vice versa,
e.g. royal family; rich vocabulary.

* Write down verbs with the structure and nouns associated with them, e.g. to add to our
knowledge of the subject; to express an opinion.

* Write down nouns in phrases, e.g. in contact with; a train set; shades of opinion.
* Write down words with their prepositions, e.g. at a high level; thanks to your help.

* Note any grammatical characteristics of the words you are studying. For example, note
when a verb is irregular and when a noun is uncountable or is only used in the plural.

* Make a note of any special pronunciation problems with the words you’re learning.
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1 How could you record the following?
a)chilly  b)dissuade c¢)king d) up to the ears e)independent  f) get married

2 What would you record beside the following words?
a) scissors b) weather ¢) teach d} advice e) lose f) trousers

3 What might you note beside the following words?
a) comb b) catastrophe ¢) photograph/photographer

Can you learn just by reading or listening to English?

You will certainly help yourself to learn English vocabulary not only by studying with this
book but also by reading and listening to English. Give each of the items on the lists below a
mark from 0 to 4 describing how important this way of learning vocabulary could be for
you personally. Example: newspapers 3

newspapers TV (cable / subtitled) cinema magazines video
radio (e.g. BBC World Service) academic or professional literature fiction
simplified readers (with or without cassettes)

music or other cassettes talking to native speakers

What should you do when you come across new words?

When you are reading something in English, don’t look up every new word or expression or
you will soon get fed up. Only look up something that is really important for understanding
the text. When you have finished reading, look back at what you have read and then perhaps
look up some extra words and write down new expressions that interest you.

Similarly when you listen to English don’t panic when you hear some words or expressions
that you don’t know. Keep listening and the overall meaning will often become clear.

When you read or listen to English it is sometimes possible to guess the meaning of a word
you don’t know before you look up or ask its meaning. Decide first what part of speech the
word is and then look for clues in its context or form.

Before you read the text below, check whether you know whart the underlined words mean.

A tortoise is a shelled reptile famed for its slowness and longeyvity.
The Giant Tortoise of the Galapagos may attain over 1.5 metres in
length and have a lifespan of more than 150 years. Smaller tortoises
from Southern Europe and North Africa make popular pets. They
need to be tended carefully in cool climates and must have a warm

place in which they can hibernate.

Smsam—— WS R R

Which of the marked words can you perhaps guess from the context or from the way the
word is formed? Guess and then check whether you were correct by using a dictionary. Some
words are impossible to guess from context or the structure of the word. In such cases, ask
someone or go to a dictionary for help.

How are you going to plan your vocabulary learning?
1 How many words and expressions do you intend to learn each week?
a)s b) 10 c)15 d) more than 15

2 Where and when are you going to learn them?
a) on your way to school or work b) before dinner c) in bed d} other

3 How often are you going to revise your work?
a) once a week b) once a month c) before a test d) once a year

English Vocabulary in Use 3



2 Learning vocabulary - aids to learning

Help yourself to learn by learning associated words together

Learn words with associated meanings together.

Learning words together that are associated in meaning is a popular and useful way of
organising your vocabulary study.

1 Complete this network for the word CAT. Add as many other bubbles as you like.

If possible, compare your network with those done by other students. Add any of their
ideas that you like to your network.

Learn words with a grammatical association together.

2 Here are some groups of words, each of which has a grammatical connection. Can you
see what the connection is? What other words could you add to these groups?

a) child tooth ox b) cut split burst ¢) information furniture food
Learn together words based on the same root.
3 Can you add any words or expressions to these two groups?

a) price priceless overpriced
b) handy single-handed give me a hand

Pictures and diagrams can help you learn

Here are some ways in which pictures might help you to remember vocabulary.

A b
~ A2
%/ \o
& - lungs
E fiver heart
stomach kidneys
intestines

Can you draw any pictures that would help you remember the following vocabulary?
a circle to look a gift horse in the mouth screwdriver

English Yocabulary in Use



Word trees can be useful.
1 Look at the word tree for holiday. Now complete a tree for school.

h
2
o C
f h
[ 0
d
a 0
/
)i\ )\
Word forks are good ways of learning adjectives and verbs.
2 Look at the complete word forks below. Finish the others.
original | shoot magnificent | kick
brilliant edit breathtaking hit
unusual | idea direct | a film superb view bounce | a ball
great starin | S —
excellent | review —_ ]

Matrices can also clarify collocations.
This book will sometimes use matrices to help to clarify word associations. Look at the
following example of a matrix:

a car a motorbike a train a horse a plane
to fly +
to drive + +
to ride + +

3 Now complete the following sentences.

a) She has always wanted to have the chanceto ........................... a train.
b) Russian women are not allowed to .............................. passenger aircraft.
C) a motorbike can be very dangerous.

You will do more practice with these and other ways of writing down vocabulary in Unit 3.

English Vocabulary in Use 5




3 Organising a vocabulary notebook

There is no one correct way to organise a vocabulary notebook, but it is a good idea to think
about possible ways of doing so. Here are some possibilities and examples.

Organising words by meaning

This book divides vocabulary into a large number of different topics, probably far too many
for a notebook, but you could try dividing your book into different broad sections, with
sections for words for feelings, words to describe places, words for movement, words for
thinking, etc. In this way you can build families of words related in meaning.

Using various types of diagrams

Words that can be grouped under a heading or a more general word can be drawn as a tree-
diagram. (See also Unit 2.)

FURNITURE

living room/ bedx!oom \ kitchen
VRN RN /
sofa  bookcase ... lamp  wardrobe ... stool dresser

The dotted lines mean that you can add more words to the tree as you meet them.

A bubble-network is also useful, since you can make it grow in whatever direction you want
it to. (See Unit 2.)

Organising by word-class

A Spanish learner of English, Angeles, gave us an interview on how she marks word-class in
her personal notebook. This is what she said:

‘What I have just started doing is to write them depending on if they are verbs or nouns
or adjectives or phrases. If they are phrases | write them in red and also the definition. If
they are verbs, in black, and blue if they are nouns...And if | write the Spanish translation

I write it in another colour, sc it's easy to see...| draw some pictures too.
A N

When you meet a synonym or an antonym of a word you already have in your book, enter it
next to that word with a few notes:

wrtan frural  stop = cease (more :Grm/)?
et S
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3.1

3'2

3.3

3‘4

Exercises

Here is a list of words a Spanish learner of English has made in her vocabulary notebook.
How could she improve them and organise them better?

clock - rels)

telrthe time - decirba bora
runh - darse priso..
oﬁ'a - degpachs

um{sr
I'must rush - ¢ apnaq/t guemr
Arowsy - t‘u:vgwﬂotxlgxabm«m’
wristwateh - relgydepdsara

what tima Aoyou ntaﬁtb#’

next to - junto a MMJ: '
Aanda - the minute- M(Mdm)
Mdd-MW@M}

Here is a word-map, a variation on the bubble-network. What word do you think should go
in the middle of the diagram?

box

play
performance

cancel

producer

Aactor N
director

ticket programme

company

One learner we interviewed said he tested himself regularly with his notebook, covering up
the word and trying to guess it from the translation he had written or from any other notes
he had made. This was his system:

1 If the notes and/or translation were clear but he could not get the word, he made a small
red mark in the margin. If any word got three red marks, then it needed extra attention
and a special effort to learn it.

2 If the notes and/or translation could not help him guess what the word might be, then the
word got a blue mark. A blue mark meant ‘Write more information about this word!’

What is your testing system? Try to make one if you have not got one, or ask other people
what they do. Try your system out and decide whether it needs improving.

Making tables for word-classes is a good idea, since you can fill in the gaps over time. What
do you think this learner will put in the remaining gaps in the table?

noun verb adjective person

production produce producer

industry industrial
EXPOIt
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4 The names of English language words

The names of basic parts of speech in English

article adjective noun verb adverb preposition conjunction pronoun gerund

y ¥ X A K VoK

A good student works hard at her books and she enjoys learning.

Words relating to nouns

Look at the sentence An artist loves beauty; artist is countable, i.c. it has a plural form
(artists), but beauty is uncountable; ariist is the subject of the verb as it describes who does
the verb; beauty is the object, i.e. what is affected by the verb.

Words relating to verbs

infinitive (to go) -ing form (going) past participle (gone)

Go (go, gone, went) is an irregular verb whereas live (live, lived, lived) is regular. Go is also
intransitive because it does not need an object, e.g. Has Luis gone? Make is transitive
because it is followed by an object — you make something.

Words relating to the construction of words

In the word, irregularity, ir- is a prefix, regular is a root and -ity is a suffix. Fat is the
opposite or antonym of thin and plump is a synonym of fat. A word family is a set of words
based on one root, e.g. word, wordy, to reword. A phrase does not include a main verb - ‘in
a word’ is an example of a phrase. A sentence has a main verb; it begins with a capltal letter
and ends with a full stop.

Words relating to pronunciation

A syllable is the minimum sound unit of a language consisting of one vowel and any
consonants on either side. There are three syllables in the word ‘minimum’ (the first is 7,
the second is #i and the third is #um) and the stress is on the first syllable. Onomatopoeia
means forming words that sound like their meaning, e.g. moo, buzz.

Words and their associations

Register means a style of speaking or writing appropriate to a particular social situation.
Thus, slang is an extremely informal register and is only used by people who know each
other very well. Colloquial is an adjective referring to language that is suitable mainly for
conversation, e.g. He’s a nice guy. Pejorative describes words which have a negative
association. Pig-headed is pejorative whereas determined, which is very close in meaning, is
not. Collocation refers to words which frequently occur together, e.g. torrential rain, auburn
hair.

Words describing punctuation

fullstop , comma ; semi-colon * apostrophe
- hyphen - dash ! exclamation mark  ? question mark
( ) brackets  “ ” inverted commas ANNE block capitals
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