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The International English Language Testing System (IELTS) superseded the English
Language Testing System (ELTS) in 1990. The test is jointly assessed and run by UCLES,
the British Council and IELTS Australia: IDP Education Australia. A revised version of
IELTS was introduced in 1995.

IELTS is recognized as an entrance requirement by British, Australian, New Zealand
and Canadian universities and for secondary, vocational and training programmes. All candi-
dates are tested in Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking. All candidates take the same
Listening and Speaking modules. The choice of Reading and Writing modules is determined
by the purpose for taking IELTS. The Academic Reading and Writing modules are suitable
for those seeking admission to undergraduate and postgraduate courses. General Training
Reading and Writing modules are suitable for candidates who are going to English-speaking
countries to complete their secondary education or to undertake work experience or training

programmes not at degree level. The General Training modules are also used for immigration

purposes.

IELTS % X 1 University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate. The British
Council & IDP Education Australia =& RS 5HARIT, B REHAFTER
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IDP Education Australia (IDP) is Australia’s independent, international education or-
ganization with a network of 60 offices and branches in 38 countries. IDP promotes Austra-
lian education and training services worldwide and represents more than 250 institutions. Its
student related activities include fellowships administration, student advisory and application
processing services, publications, education exhibitions and promotions, and English lan-
guage teaching and testing.

IDP’ s International Projects Group manages a wide range of technical assistance and
other projects focused upon human resource development and organizational improvement.
These are either contracted directly or won in open, intemational competition and are funded
by government bodies and organizations such as the World Bank, the Asian Development
Bank, AusAID and overseas governments.

Through its International Relations and Public Information Group, IDP provides re-
search, conference services and information to both the intemational education industry and

the general public.

The British Council is the United Kingdom’s intemational orgahization for educational
and cultural relations. Their purpose is to enhance the UK’ s reputation in the world as a
valued partner.

They do this by creating opportunity for people worldwide with programmes in educa-
tion, English language teaching, the arts, science, governance and information through a
network of 254 offices and teaching centres in 110 countries.

They receive a grant-in-aid from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) and
they earn income from teaching English, conducting British examinations and managing de-

velopment and training contracts.
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Candidates are tested in Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speaking, total test Time 2
hours 45 minutes.

All candidates take the same Listening and Speaking Modules. If you are planning to
undertake academic study it is recommended that you sit for the Academic Reading and
Writing Modules. If you are planning to undertake non-academic training of apply for immi-
gration to Australia or New Zealand it is recommended that you sit for the General Training
Reading and Writing Modules. Please ask at the IELTS center if you are unsure of which
module to take.

IELTS R 4L3t 2 /NI 45 4380, A& WS (B 38 B R DR384, TELTS
AR A ARBHIESE, M EFFNEESMERENE R, BREENEL
S ERKAE IR,

IELTS % A %
OWr /1 #ji&  Listening
Listening

This is a test of listening comprehension in the context of general Janguage proficiencyo
The test is in four sections, The first two sections are concerned with social needs, while the
last two are concemed with situations more closely related to educational or training cont-
exts. Texts include both monologues and dialogues between two or three people, and are
heard once only,

A variety of question types are used for the forty items, including multiple choice , shor-

tanswer questions, notes/summary/flow chart completion, sentence completion, labeling a dia-

gram and matchingo
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OREA  Reading

Reading

Candidates take either the Academic or the General Training Reading module. The Ac-
ademic Reading module consists of texts of general interest dealing with issues which are ap-
propriate for, and accessible to, candidates entering postgraduate or undergraduate courses.
The texts of the General Training Reading module draw on social and training contexts or
deal with general interest topicso

Both Reading modules consist of three passages or sections with forty questions. Ques-

tion types include multiple choice, sentence or summary completion, identifying data for
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shortanswer questions , matching lists or phrases and identifying writers’ views/attitudes .
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Writing

Candidates take either the Academic or the General Training Writing module. Approp-
riate responses for the Academic Writing module are short essays or general reports, ad-
dressed to tutors or to an educated non-specialist audience. The General Training Writing
module requires candidates to write personal, semi-formal or formal correspondence, or to
write on a given topic as part of a simulated class assignment. There are two compulsory
tasks.

Task 1 requires at least 150 words and Task 2, the more heavily weighted, requires at
least 250 words. In Task 1, Academic Wnting module candidates are asked to look at a di-
agram, table or data and to present the information in their own words. Candidates taking

the General Training Writing module are asked to respond to a given problem with a letter in
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Task 1.
In Task 2, all candidates are presented with a point of view, argument or problem and
asked to provide general factual information, outline and/or present a solution, justify an

opinion, and evaluate ideas and evidence.
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The Speaking module is a structured interview with an emphasis on general speaking
skills. It assesses whether candidates have the necessary knowledge and skills to communi-
cate effectively with native speakers of English. There are five sections, including an intro-
duction; extended discourse on some familiar topic; a phase where candidates are given a
task card and encouraged to take the initiative and ask questions to elicit information; spec-

ulation and discussion about future plans; and a conclusion.
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