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FOREWORD TO
THE “SERIES OF
THE GEM OF
BEUING
CULTURAL

RELICS”

As a world-famous historic cultural city, Beijing created characteristic culture and splendid civi-
lization in its age-long historical coarse. The abundant and valuable cultural relics of Beijing are
witnesses of the people creating history, material carriers of the Beijing culture, and an extremely
important component part of the Chinese nation’s cultural heritage. According to statistics. the cul-
tural relics preserved in Beijing antiquarian units and museums reach more than 2.000,000. not to
speak of uncountable ones buried underground and scattered among folks, of which many have been
discovered in recent years. They are invaluable for understanding Beijing and propagating its and
even the whole Chinese nation’s culture. For a long time, appropriate work has been done for the
preservation of available treasures, but it has been difficult to show them to the public except for a
small part exhibited in museums. It is really a great pity for all the people who love Beijing and its
culture to be unable to see these precious works with their own eyes. <

To show publicly the collections of Beijing cultural relics in multiple forms is a duty of antiquar-
1ans in their spreading information of history and culture. It is just an effort in this direction that the
Beijing Administration of Cultural Relics and Beijing Publishing House publish jointly the Series
of the Gem of Beijing Cultural Relics.” For many years, these treasures can be seen only in muse-
ums or at some exhibitions, which has limited both the appreciation and study of their lovers. The
Series includes thousands of masterpieces selected from the collections of Beijing antiquarian units
and museums and shows them in different categories and volumes, which not only meets the lovers’
needs. but also makes a comprehensive presentation of the Beijing culture. This is also an signifi-
cant project in the cultural construction of Beijing.

The cultural relics of Beijing have been always celebrated in the world for their profound cultural
connotations and the plenty of excellent works. Of them a great many handed-down and unearthed
treasures have been collected in the Series and classified into 16 volumes, i.e. Stone Carvings, Stone
Inscriptions, Pottery and Porcelain (2 volumes), Jades, Bronzes, Ancient Bells, Buddhist Images,
Gold and Silver Wares, Calligraphy, Paintings, Rare Ancient Books, Textiles and Embroidery,
Furniture, and Works of Decorative Arts (2 volumes), with numerous objects possessing high value
in aesthetic as well as historical and academic senses. It is the pursuit of the publishers of these
voluminous albums not only to present extremely exquisite works of art for the reader’s apprecia-
tion and study, but also to arouse in everybody’s mind a deep sense of responsibility for history, an
intensive pride in Beijing and the Chinese nation, and a tremendous enthusiasm for creation, with
which we will all put in greater efforts to safeguard Beijing’s cultural heritage, to enhance its radiance.
and to make the Beijing culture a still more brilliant chapter in our motherland’s history of the new

epoch.

Mei Ninghua

July. 1999
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15. Small bronze bell with design

inrelief cast in the reign of Xuande
of the Ming Dynasty

16. Small bronze bell with design
in relief (bell handle)

I7. The wall of the small bronze
bell with design in relief ¢detail)
18. The wall of the small bronze
bell with design in relief (detail)
19. The wall of the small bronze
bell with design in relief (detail )
20. The wall of the small bronze
bell with design in relief (detail)
21. Bronze bell of the Bell Tower
in the Tanzhe Temple cast in the 9th
vear of the reign of Xuande of the
Ming Dynasty t1434)

22, Bronze bell of the Bell Tower
in the Tanzhe Temple(bell handle)
23. Bronze bell of the Fahai Temple
cast in the 12th year of the reign of
Zhengtong of the Ming Dynasty
{1447)

24. Bronze bell of the Fahai Temple
(detail)

25. Bronze hell of the Fahai Temple
(detail)

26. Bronze bell of the Jietai Temple
cast in the reign of Jingtai of the
Ming Dynasty

27. Bronze bell of the Jietai Temple
(bell handle)

28. Bronze bell of the Fahua
Temple cast in the Sth year of the
reign of Tianshun of the Ming
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29. Bronze bell of the Fahua
Temple(bell handle)

30. Gilded bronze bell cast in the
reign of Chenghua of the Ming
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31. Gilded bronze bell {detail}

32. Gilded bronze bell (detail)
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Dynasty

34. Bell with dragon pattern (detail)
35. Bell with dragon pattern (detail)
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year of the reign of Chenghua of
the Ming Dynasty (1481)
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38. Taoist bell cast in the Sth year
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39. Taoist bell cast in the reign of
Hongzhi of the Ming Dynasty(bell
handle)
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(detail)
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Hongzhi of the Ming Dynasty
(detail)
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Zhengde of the Ming Dynasty
(1512)

48. Bell with 35 Buddhas’ names
cast in the reign of Zhengde of the
Ming Dynasty(bell handle)
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handle)
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Temple(bell handle)
66. Bronze bell of the Bell Tower
in the Biyun Temple cast in the Sth

year of the reign of Jiajing of the
Ming Dynasty(1530)

67. Bronze bell of the Huangcun
Temple cast in the 12th year of the
reign of Jiajing of the Ming
Dynasty(1533)

68. Bronze bell of the Huangcun
Temple(bell handle)

69. Taoist bell donated by
eunuchs in the 35th year of the
reign of Jiajing of the Ming
Dynasty(1556)

70. Buddhist bell of Jiajing cast in
the 39th year of the reign of Jiajing
of the Ming Dynasty(1560)

71. Buddhist bell of Jiajing
(detail)

72. Imperial court bell of Jiajing
cast in the reign of Jiajing of the
Ming Dynasty

73. Imperial court bell of Jiajing
(bell handle)

74. Bronze bell of the Baoming
Temple cast in the 6th year
of the reign of Longging of
the Ming Dynasty(1572)
75. Bronze bell of the Baoming
Temple(detail)

76. Bronze bell donated by
Empress Dowager Cisheng in the
4th year of the reign of Wanli of
the Ming Dynasty(1576)

77. Bronze bell of the Bhaisajyaraja
Temple cast in the 44th year of the
reign of Wanli of the Ming Dynasty
(1616)

78. Bronze bell of the Maitreya
Nunnery cast in the 46th year of the
reign of Wanli of the Ming Dynasty
(1618)

79. Bronze bell of the Muitreya
Nunnery(detail)

80. Bronze bell of the Maitreya
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Nunnery(detail)

81. Bronze bell of the Hongluo
Temple cast in the 5th year of the
reign of Tiangi of the Ming Dynasty
(1625)

82. Bronze bell of the Hongluo
Temple(detail)

83. Bronze bell of the Hongluo
‘Temple(detail)

84. Bronze bell of Wei Zhongxian
cast in the 7th year of the reign of
Tianqi of the Ming Dynasty(1627)
85. Bronze bell of Wei Zhongxian
(detail) '

86. Bell with characters of an ethnic
group cast in the Ming Dynasty
87. Bell with characters of an ethnic
group(detail)

88. Bell in the Imperial Palace
donated by eunuchs of the Ming
Dynasty

89. Bell in the Imperial Palace
donated by eunuchs(bell handle)
90. Small bronze bell with a
dragon-shaped handle of the Ming
Dynasty

91. Small bronze bell with a
dragon-shaped handle(bell handle)
92. Bell of the Ming Dynasty

93. Bell(bell handle)

94. Bell of the Ming Dynasty

95. Small bronze bell with the
design of two dragons playing with
a pearl of the Ming Dynasty

96. Small bronze bell with the
design of two dragons playing with
a pearl(detail)

97. Bell of the Ming Dynasty

08. Bell(bell handle)

99. Bell cast at the turn from the
Ming to the Qing Dynasty

100. Bell cast in the Qing Dynasty
101. Bell cast in the 9th year of the
reign of Kangxi of the Qing
Dynasty(1670)

102. 103. Bell(detail)
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104. Iron bell in Fangshan cast in
the 22nd year of the reign of Kangxi
of the Qing Dynasty(1683)

105. Bronze bell of the Tanzhe
Temple cast in the 36th year of the
reign of Kangxi of the Qing
Dynasty(1697)

106. Bronze bell of the Yunju
Temple cast in the 40th year of the
reign of Kangxi of the Qing
Dynasty(1701)

107.Bronze bell of the Yunju
Temple(detail)

108. Bronze bell of the Wanshan
Temple cast in the 41st year of the
reign of Kangxi of the Qing
Dynasty(1702)

109. Bronze bell of the Wanshan
Temple(bell handle)

110. Bronze bell of the Bailin
Temple cast in the 46th year of the
reign of Kangxi of the Qing
Dynasty(1707)

i11. Bronze bell of the Bailin
Temple(detail)

112. Bronze bell of the Bailin
Temple(detail)

113. Bronze bell of the Bailin
Temple(detail)

114. Bronze bell of the Yongtai
Temple cast in the 52nd year of the
reign of Kangxi of the Qing
Dynasty(1713)

115. Bronze bell of the Yongtai
Temple(detail)

116. Bronze bell of the Yongtai
Temple(detail)

117. Buddhist bell of the Shanyuan
Nunnery cast in the 58th year of the
reign of Kangxi of the Qing
Dynasty(1719)

118. Buddhist bell of the Shanyuan
Nunnery(detail)

119. Buddhist bell of the Shanyuan
Nunnery(detail)
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Temple cast in the Ist year of the
reign of Qianlong of the Qing
Dynasty(1736)

121. Bronze bell of the Wofo
Temple(detail) ‘
122. Bronze bell of the Tanzhe
Temple cast in the 23rd year of the
reign of Qianlong of the Qing
Dynasty(1758)

123. Imperial court bell of Qianiong
cast in the reign of Qianlong of the
Qing Dynasty

124. Imperial court bell of Qianlong
(bell handle) '
125. Imperial court bell of Qianlong
(detail)

126. Imperial court bell of Qianiong
(detail)

127. Imperial court bell of Qianlong
(detail)

128. Bronze bell of Qianlong cast
in the reign of Qianlong of the Qing
Dynasty

129. Bell cast in the st year of the
reign of Jiaqing of the Qing
Dynasty(1796)

130. Bell(detail)

131. Iron bell in Daxing cast in the
16th year of the reign of Jiaging of
the Qing Dynasty(1811)

132. Tron bell of Jiaqing cast in the
18th year of the reign of Jiaqing of
the Qing Dynasty(1813)

133. Bell with Buddhist images cast
in the 2nd year of the reign of
Daoguang of the Qing Dynasty
(1822)

134. Bell with Buddhist images
(bell handle)

135. Bell with Buddhist images
(detail) _
136. Bronze bell of the Shaanxi-
Shanxi Guild Hall cast in the 8th
year of the reign of Daoguang of
the Qing Dynasty(1828)

137. Bronze bell of the Shaanxi-
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Shanxi Guild Hall(detail)

138. Bronze bell of the Shaanxi-
Shanxi Guild Hall(detail)

139. Bronze bell of the Shaanxi-
Shanxi Guild Hall(detail)

140. Bronze bell of the Shaanxi-
Shanxi Guild Hall(detail)

141. Bell cast in the 16th year of
the reign of Daoguang of the Qing
Dynasty(1836)

142, Bronze bell of the Guanghua
Temple cast in the 23rd year of the
reign of Daoguang of the Qing
Dynasty(1843)

143. Bronze bell of the Guanghua
Temple(detail)

144. Bronze bell of the Guanghua
Temple(detail)

145. Bell cast in the reign of
Daoguang of the Qing Dynasty
146. Bell cast in the reign of
Guangxu of the Qing Dynasty
147. Small bell with seal script
characters of the Qing Dynasty
148. Small bell with seal script
characters(detail)

149. Bell of the Qing Dynasty
150. Bell of the Qing Dynasty
151. Bell of the Qing Dynasty
152. Bell(bell handle)

153. Bell of the Qing Dynasty
154. Bell of the Qing Dynasty
155. Bell of the Qing Dynasty
156. Bell(detail)

157. Bell with six squares and Eight
Diagrams pattern of the Qing
Dynasty

158. Bell of the Qing Dynasty
159. Bell with grape and Eight
Diagrams patterns of the Qing
Dynasty

160. Bell with grape and Eight
Diagrams patterns(detail)

161. Bell of the Qing Dynasty
162. Bell of the Qing Dynasty
163. Bell of the Qing Dynasty
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164. Bell of the Qing Dynasty
165. Bell(detail)

166. Bell of the Qing Dynasty
167. Bell of the Qing Dynasty
168. Bell of the Qing Dyriasty
169. Bell of the Qing Dynasty
170. Bell of the Qing Dynasty
171. Bell of the Qing Dynasty
172. Iron bell cast in the 4th year
of the Republican Period (1915)
173. Jade bell cast in the
Republican Period

174. Jade bell(detail)

175. Bell cast in the Republican
Period

176. Bell(detail)

Chimes of Bells and Ling (Small
Bells)

177. Yongzhong.a bell with a
cylindrical handle on top,of the
Western Zhou Dynasty

178. A chime of bells used as
funeral objects of the Spring and
Autumn Period

179. Bronze nao,upward-mouthed
bell of the Warring States Period
180. Bronze nao(detail)

L81. Ling of the Warring States
Period

182. A piece of a chime of four-
hole bells of the Han Dynasty
183. Ling of the Han Dynasty

184. Ling of the Han Dynasty
185. Ling of the Han Dynasty

186. Ling(detail)

187. Ling of the Han Dynasty

188. Ling of the Han Dynasty
189. A piece of a chime of bells of
the Han Dynasty

190. Wind-bell shaped like a
Buddhsst bell of the Tang Dynasty
191. Vajra ling of the Yuan
Dynasty

192. Vajra ling (detail)



