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Unit 1

College Pressures

William Zinsser

Learning New Words

New words preview
Guess the meaning of the boldfaced word in each of the following sentences. In the
blank at the end of each sentence , write one or two simple words / phrases that may be simi-

lar in meaning to the word in boldface. The first sentence is done for you.

Monenucleosis is an incurable disease. fatal illness, cancer

A suppliant asks humbly for something.

She scribbles something on his notebook.

I don’t like the silent and clammy air of the meeting.

Movie stars are now venerated as national heroes.

Luckily he was matricnlated into this famous university.

The rich man spent all his money and died a pauper.

Money acerues in bank but runs out in pocket.

John vacillated between staying home and going out.

He is ordinary, getting mediocre grades in school.

New words study
Now study these words by definition and in context. For each word , write the possi-
bie Chinese equivalent in the blank at the end of each definition. The first blank is filled up

Jor you.

mononucleosis /monoaunju:kli'susis/ 7.
a disease caused by too many mononuclear leukocytes (HAHMI) in the blood  (FIM%E)
1



Dr. Jackson warned that people who worry too much might develop certain incurable dis-

ease such as cancer and mononucleosis .

suppliant /'sapliant/ n.

a person who begs for something humbly  ( )

syn. (a person who) entreats, beseeches, implores ,

For days, these suppliants have répeatedly forwarded their supplication to the government
which has decided to turn a deaf ear to such supplicating .

scribble /'skribl/ wvi.

to write hastily and carelessly  ( )

Bob is well-known as a scribbler . He is often seen dashing his pencil across a piece of paper
during a lecture , scribbling notes which nobody could understand .

clammy /'kleemi/ adj.

1.being damp, soft, sticky and usually cool  ( )

2.lacking normal human warmth and sympathy  ( )

syn. moist, pasty, slimy, detached, apathetic

Through the clammy, and intensely cold mist, the city could be seen rising an industrial
giant .

Once you step into his office, you immediately feel the clammy atmosphere of a modern

business institution , impassive and pressurizing .

venerate /'venareit/ ut.

to worship; to look upon with deep respect  ( )

syn. revere, adore, esteem, hallow

People listened to the venerable senator with veneration and love. The old man’s speech
came to his venerators with conquering vigor and power which expressed well his seniority
and venerability .

1t is odd that movie stars are venerated as national heroes everywhere in the world |

matriculate /moa'trikjuleit/ vz.

to enroll students into a college or university  ( )

syn. register, enlist, recruit, sign up

FEach year, only about 20 percent of the high school graduates are matriculated by colleges
and universities in China. Such a college matriculation rate is Jar from enough for a coun-
try with such a huge population .



pauper /'porpe/ n.

a person who lives on charity; a person who is extremely poor  ( )

syn . bankrupt, mendicant, tramp .

Jack has been robbed of everything he owns and has become a pauper .. He enjoys his pau-
perism , though , saying that healthy poverty is complete freedom from care.

Historians believe that the industrialization and urbanization inevitably lead to the quick

pauperization of the majority of people .

accrue /a'krur/ vi.
to grow slowly and naturally, especially of interest and money  ( )

FPur money in the bank, for it will accrue and vou could then live on interest accruement .

vacillate /'vasileit/ wvi.

1.t0 sway to and fro; to fluctuate  ( )

2. to show indecision and irresolution  ( )

syn . hesitate, waver, falter

The student vacillated berween various optional courses and his vacillatory mind made him
fail most of these courses.

His failure is the result of his long-time vacillation .

mediocre /'midisuko/ adj .

middle, moderate, ordinary or of low quality . ( )

syn. commonplace, ordinary, average, uninspired

Young students are by no means mediocre people. They are usually ambitious , never trying

ta conceal their contempt for meanness and mediocrity in life .

Exercise 1 New words
Fill in the blanks with the words you have just learned .

. This year, City College has 2 540 students from an applicant pool of 34 440.
- The bankrupt millionaire is now leading a colorless and life.

. Tramps and can be found everywhere in this miserable country.

-Scientists have found means to combat such incurable diseases as .

-As a congressman, he has never escaped the grip of politics in his life.
.Excellent football players are in this country as national heroes.

. A courageous man never when confronted with difficulties.

-He would rather starve than yield like a , begging for charity.
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.In a hurry, the secretary took out his notebook and on it.



10. It is not unusual for a student today to

of his university education.

5 000 yuan in loans after four years

Learning Words of Acquaintance

The following words are taken from the text . They may not be completely new to you .
Study these words carefully with the help of the brief definitions provided. Then in the
blanks provided , write the likely Chinese equivalent for each word. The first word is done

for you.

panicky /'peeniki/ adj .
privy /'privi/ adj .

savor /'seive/ n.

grim /grim/ adj .

stud (with) /stad/ vi.
exhilarate /ig'ziloreit/ vi.
batter /'becto/ vt .
premium /'primjom/ n.

tenacity /ti'naesiti/ n.

well-rounded /wel'randid/ adj.

furtive /'fativ/ adj .
muse /'mjuz/ 2.

clack /klek/ vi.

nervous because of sudden pressure

(TRt i)

very close to; acquainted privately with
( ) _

feeling of taste or of smell

( )

cruel, savage and merciless; appearing threatening
( )

distributed with, dotted with

( )

to make cheerful, merry or lively

( )

to beat or strike with blow after blow

( )

a reward or prize especially as an encouragement

( )

the state of being firm in holding

( )

having variety of interests
( )

acting in a stealthy manner
( )

goddess of poetry

( )

to make an abrupt, sharp sound, especially by striking
two pieces of metal together

( )



