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For China and Japan, 1992 is a year to be celebrated, as it marks
the twentieth anniversary of the normalization of full diplomatic
relations between our nations. Both countries passed through
centuries of sad and difficult times until the day in 1972 when
Prime Minister Kakuei Tanaka visited China to formalize the
establishment of diplomatic ties. Since then we have deepened
our friendship, and grown together in the fields of government,
economics and industry.

My dream of visiting China was realized in 1988, when I was
able to see the development of the nation firsthand. At that time,
I also had the opportunity to deepen my friendship with a number
of Chinese leaders, including Deng Xiaoping, who left a strong
impression. I hardly need to mention that he is the person who
built modern China. I met with him a number of times and still
remember the deep respect I felt.

This collection of the photographic works of Yang Shaoming
introduces the international statesman Deng Xiaoping. The photo-
graphs show us not only the politician, but the private man as well.
For one who has met the man, as I have, it is a powerful collection.

Photographer Yang Shaoming is the son of President Yang
Shangkun, but he is also an important member of the Chinese
photographic world, serving as chairman of the Chinese Photo-

1  graphic Society and vice chairman of the Chinese Photographers’

Association. In November, 1991 he led a group of leading Chinese
photographers to Japan to hold the Chinese Modern Photography
exhibition, His works in that exhibition demonstrated his skill as
photographer. In a single image, he captures both the public and
private faces of his subjects.

. Through this collection I am once again able to come into con-

- tact with his works and be moved by his expertise. In addition,

I am able to see a number of works that I have never been able
to view before.
The publication of this, Deng Xiaoping and the Leaders of the

World photographic collection, is part of the cultural exchange

to mark the twentieth anniversary of the normalization of diplo-

- matic relations between our nations. I hope that this publication
4 ~will mark the start of accelerated exchanges in not only industrial
j and economic sectors, but in cultural aspects as well.

Former Japanese prime minister,
Noboru Takeshita
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