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DiIALOG

( IT’S MY BIRTHDAY )
nevEQ

John:

Martha:

John:

Martha:

John:

Martha:

John:

Martha:

John:

Martha;

John:

Wow! It’s my birthday soon.

When were you born?

On October 28, 1956 (nineteen fifty-six) .

Hey, you’re really getting old, aren’t you?

You’re almost forty.

How about you?

My birthday’s on March third.

No, I didn’t mean that. I meant, “How old are you?”
I’m sorry, but only my father and mother know that.
Please forgive my asking. I forgot that women are

sensitive about age.

You bet we are!
Well, how do you think I look? With my gray hair?




Martha: A little gray at your temples only makes you look distinguished.
By the way, aren’t you going to celebrate your fortieth birthday?

John: Well, it’s too late to plan a birthday party. Maybe [’ll make up
for it with a little get-together one of the coming weekends.

Martha: Come on, John. If you can wait, I can’t. Let me take you out to
a nice restaurant tomorrow night.

John: T don’t know. I think it’s my tumn.

Martha: Don’t be silly, John. It’s my treat. Just don’t forget to invite me
to the party you were talking about.

John: O.K. Thanks a lot.
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Wow [waul
birthday [ boodei ]
sensitive ['sensitiv]
temple ' ["templ ]
distinguished [ di'stingwift]
celebrate ['selibreit |
get-together ['getto \geda]
silly - sili]

treat ['trit]

invite [in'vait]

IWOHD STUDY AND iDIOMS l

born(a) A4, RAEM
a. I was bom in Shanghai.
BEAET LS,

b. Mozart was a bom musician.

BIBENTRENETRK,

to get old &%

(int)

(n)
(a)
(n)
(a)
(v)
(n)
(a)
(n)
(v)
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a. Many people fear getting old.
HEABEMEE.
b. To get old doesn’t always mean to get wise.

ARSI BN AR — B Rk B B 5 B,

aren’ t you? X BB A PR MM, HHNBEEERENAE
ZIER A (FX A b F ¢ HERPEI),
a. Q You are Mr Johnson, aren’t you?
] AR R ST A, X7
A: Yes, I am,/No, I am not.
B, BE, /A, BAR,
b. Q: You don’t want to buy this book, do you?
] AR AR X A 4T, X IR 7
A: Yes, I do. /No, Idon’t.
A BREEK, A, BAEK,
c. Q: He couldn’t answer the question, could he?
[5] - 4 A BB 51 203 4~ 151 2, e gy 7
A. Yes, he could. /No, he couldn’t.
A MMBEEE, /X, AR

already 5 all ready &)X 7 E " ®

a. It’s already November. ¥ R
RECET—HAT,

b. The food’s all ready.
RYIEERHF T,

mean (v) B (a) BLER K
a. What do you mean by that remark?
FIRAERAABR?
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b. He’s really mean to break that child’s toy.
e F R EFHETA, CRER,

you bet —&, ¥R

a. You can bet we won’t get a raise this year.
AT, RS EASME.

b. You bet I’m not going to give up easily.
Xt RASRS B

c. That test was difficult. AR,
You bet! HBLHR,

distinguished (a) Hfa, Sk

a. The president looked quite distinguished on television.
BRERR LB ERMLHIR L,

b. He’s a distinguished professor of philosophy.
fb R —fF B B ¥ HER

c. He had some distinguished guests at home last nights.

MERBE bR B R,

by the way W #H—T (K& P RIEHEAIE)
By the way, I saw Tom yesterday.
B —T , REXEBNGHT .

too ... to X .... Kfg

a. This exercise is too difficult to finish in 20 minutes.
XGRS KA, AR 5e .

b. It’s too hot to let children play outdoors.
KT , AR B TFIE, S,



make up K #, #ME

a. You should make up the lessons that you didn’t attend when

you were ill.
PR B2 AR BR 9 T R A R
b. I said I would take you to a movie but I didn’t. I’ll make up

for it on Saturday.
RMSREWHREFERR TR , LRI NMEB R L,

get-together ¥4 » ;

a. Do you remember the old school get-together that we went
to a few months ago?
FRICBILA B RTRATS i 1B B R BRAR 22157

b. Our last get-together was a potluck dinner.
BIMNEKRRERRFHEERNHESR

Come on. EAFK _ETFXHHE ARG E, o LIRR A AR
FER.

tumn EXERAH, TR BB .. & .
a. Next time is my turn.

THREIRT,
b. It’s your tum to clean the classroom.

BT HEEDAT,

| CULTURE NOTES |

Birthdays are very special events for some people, but other people ,
don’t want to talk about birthdays.The reason is that birthdays and age
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are, naturally. very closely related. Women all over the world are sensitive
about their ages, and many men are, too. In most countries it’s all right to
ask someone, “When is your birthday?” but, in some countries, especially
in Western countries, it’s not polite to ask anyone how old he or she is or
to ask: “When were you bom?” . This is particularly true of women. So
you should never ask an American or British woman the question “How old

are you?”

ALK, £ FRREENH T, B4 5 ANHERER
o RER, FHETHEHMERMXEFY, 2HROLANE
WERER, MAREBEABRA), ERASEOER, R L
EHNRERRB—~X? "HES —LEE, RIREBHEER,
R ERRRIRRA AR AR " RRAE MA %
THLARRZXH, EHit, FHRAER - ZERLEEHL “hE
REET?”

closely related  ['Klousli ﬁ' leitid ] BEHLR, BIIHER
especially [ispefoli]  (adv) %51 'yh ,
=

‘particularly [ptikjuleli]  (adv) Jo3
-

1. Paraphrase #iiS5FaERREENAT.

1. John is all ready to go.
a. He already left.
b. He is prepared to leave.
c. He left before.



2. She’s too sensitive about her age.
a. She’s very young.
b. She can’t remember her age.
c. She doesn’t like to talk about her age.

3. You bet I’m angry.
a. I certainly am angry.
b. I’m angry when I bet.

‘c. I’m not angry.

4. His birthday is already over.
a. He’s ready for his birthday.
b. His birthday is passed.
c¢. He had a nice birthday .

5. He is a very mean person.
a. His meaning is very clear.
b. He is a distinguished person.
c. He treats people very badly.

2. Sentence Completion % i} Bt& MM ERZER T FIHF:

1. It’s my. birthday .
yesterday
. last week

soon

. 20 years ago



2. My birthday’s on June___ .
a. three '
b. thirteen
c. thirty

. thirteenth

=9

3. The old professor looks .

a. extinguished
b. distinguished
. you bet

[¢]

d. forgive

4. Don’t talk about age; she’s too_____ .
a. young
b. mean

c. distinguished
d. sensitive

5. Let’s eat, everybody; the food’s
a. all ready
b. already

c. gone
d. fast

3. Choose the Best Response T R, BE B M
ER.



1. a. My birthday’s on July second.
b. I was bomn in the South.
¢. On February 1, 1966.

2. a. My birthday’s on May first.
b. I’m eighteen.

c. My birthday was last week.
3. a. Almost, just a minute.
b. Yes, I already went.
c. I already left.
4. a. Yes, they’re very distinguished.
b: Yes. They don’t like to talk about it.
c. Yes, women always look young.
5. a. It’s my birthday soon.

b. Pretty good.
c¢. I'm distinguished.

EXERCISES

4. Dictation i 5 .

1.1 bom September 21, 1963.

2. Hey, you’re getting old, you?
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3. What do you by that ?
4. Well, how do you [ feel?

5. Your sidebums make you distinguished.

LEARNING ACTIVITIES

Discussion duestions T,

1. Are birthdays important in China? Why or why not?
-Do families celebrate birthdays in China?

2. Is age important in China? Why or why not?
Do people often ask others, in your culture, how old they

are?
3. Are women sensitive about their age? Are men sensitive
about their age?
What age is considered to be “old”?
What age is considered to be “young”?

Role Play &4 .

1. You are with two friends. One of your friends just
remembered that tomorrow is his brother’s birthday. He
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