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1. Shake, Rattle, and Roll

< . -~
“Ladies and Gentlemen, we have

a really big show tonight!” said TV
variety — show host Ed Sullivan.
“Here is Elvis Presley!”

The man who walked onstage
that night in January 1957 hardly
needed an introduction. A year earli-
er, Elvis Presley had entered the
American music scene like a steam

locomotive. People everywhere were
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1. Shake, Rattle, and qul

talking about Elvis.

Elvis took a few hard swipes at
his guitar. He shook his shoulders.
“I'm ready to rock and roll,” he
sang. The crowd went crazy. Boys
stomped their feet and clapped their
hands. Girls screamed and pulled
their hair. Elvis swiveled his hips and
the girls yelled louder.

Although the studio audience
was enjoying Elvis’s lively perfor-
mance, the show’s producers were
worried. Concerned that television

viewers might be offended by the act,
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1. Shake, Rattle, and Roll

producers insisted that Elvis be filmed
from the waist up — so his swirling
hips and jumpy legs wouldn’t appear
on screen. Despite this censorship,
Flvis did what he could to keep his
act alive. He tossed his head more
and shook his shoulders harder.

At first Ed Sullivan hadn’t
wanted Elvis Presley as a guest on his
popular program. Some people, espe-
cially parents, didn’t like the new
“rock and roll” music that Elvis sang.
And they didn’t like Elvis—with his

jet black hair, good looks, daring
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1 Shake Rattle, and Roll

costumes, and wild concerts.

Across the United States,
schoolteachers and religious leaders
protested Elvis’s “torso — tossing”
performances. Some journalists called
his act obscene. Elvis tried to defend
himself. “When I sing, I just start
jumping,” he told a reporter. “I just
act the way I feel.”

Finally, mostly to boost his
show’s ratings, Ed Sullivan invited
Elvis to perform on his program. Sul-
livan paid the 22 — year — old singer

more money than any guest had ever
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1. Shake, Ratile, and Roll

received—$50,000 for three appear-
ances.

After meeting Elvis, Sullivan
formed a new opinion of the star.
Elvis called Sullivan “Sir,” and he
always said “thank you” to his ap-
plauding fans. His manners surprised
and impressed Sullivan. Even though
Elvis was a celebrity, he never acted
rude or demanding. “I want to say to
Elvis Presley and the country,” Sulli-
van announced to 54 million television
viewers at the end of the third show,

“this is a real, decent, fine boy.”
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1. Shake, Rattle, and Rol

Sullivan’s speech helped change
Elvis’s reputationl. The critics soon
calmed down. Those people who hat-
ed Elvis learned to tolerate him. His
fans, of course, only loved him more.
Some went to great extremes to see
their hero. Young beople waited for
hours outside Elvis’s house in Mem-
phis, Tennessee. “I stood by the gate
when there wasn’t another soul
around,” reported one teen. “I sat in
the rain. 1 got pneumor;ia.” Other
fans stole water from Elvis’s swimming

pool and plucked blades of grass from
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