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PREFACE

Studies on the Structural System of Chinese Bronze Culture is a collection of essays
rather than a monograph. Originally, I planned to write a monograph about the origin
and development of Chinese bronze culture which would discuss such questions as the in-
fluence, impact and fusion of the different cultures and give the reader an overview of
Chinese bronze culture and a systematic explanation. With this intention, I applied to a
doctoral training program in the social sciences under the ?uspices of the nation’s eighth
5-year plan and received financial assistance amounting to nine thousand yuan. Re-
gretably, I still have not achieved my aim. With limited energy and time-consuming ad-
ministrative duties, every time I have taken up my pen, I have put it down again. Al-
though I have not been able to finish my book, my interest in this project has not less-
ened at all. Calculated roughly, almost two thirds of the articles in this volume are relat-
ed to it.

The reason I have focussed so keenly on the topic of the structural system of Chi-
nese bronze culture is because of an hypothesis that I formulated about it very early on.
1 believe that because China is so vast and has such an intricate and complex ancient cul-
ture, it was entirely excusable, for historic reasons, for everyone in the past to concen-
trate their studies of Chinese bronze culture on the Xia, Shang and Zhou cultures in the
Central Plains. However, if we do not pay more attention in the future to the remains
that have been continuously discovered of bronze cultures outside of the Central Plains,
we may fall into the errors of unrepresentative and one-sided analyses. Not having com-
pleted my planned monograph, I have looked for an alternative, and selected 31 articles
which I have written centering on this topic for this volume. The title that I have used
for this collection of articles, Studies on the Structural System of Chinese Bronze Culture,
is intended to reflect this hypothesis.

The 31 articles in this book are grouped in five sections according to their content.

In the General Discussions section, the article “Stages and Districts of Bronze Cul-
tures in China” is an outline of the origin, development, periodization, stages of social
development and genealogical relationships of Chinese bronze cultures from a macro-
scopic perspective. It can be regarded as the framework of my hypothesis concerning the
structural system of Chinese bronze culture. The article “The Origin and Formation of
Chinese Civilization” is an investigation delineating social progress in ancient China from
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the perspective of my hypothesis concerning the structural system of ancient Chinese
culture. “Sober and Elegant Shang-Zhou Bronzes” was the script for the television series
Precursors of Chinese Civilization of a section introducing Shang and Zhou bronzes. The
article “An Epitome of the Development of the Shang-Zhou Bronze Swords” was original-
ly written as a precis for the “Bronze Swords” chapter of the book, Collected Gems of
Bronze Weapons in Guyue Ge, published by a Taiwan friend. Although these two articles
are written for a popular audience,they also represent my acadernic opinion. “The Tenta-
tive Probation on the Origin of Eastern Zhou Bronze Swords in the Central Plains” is in
fact a discussion of the origin of China’s bronze swords. That bronze swords did not
originate in the Central Plains is one of my primary themes.

The Central Plain section includes eight articles. Five of them focus on Xia and Pre-
Shang culture. The primary opinions expressed in these articles are: that Xiagiyuan Cul-
ture represents Pre-Shang culture ; that Erlitou Culture represents Xia Culture as formed
after Hou Yi took over the Xia; and that the beginning of the construction of the Shang
city at Yanshi represents the boundary between the Xia and Sha’ng Cultures. The other
three articles in this section individually discuss ; the identity of the clan whose members
are buried in the Shang tombs discovered at Mangzhang, Luoshan, Henan Province; the
clan emblem inscription of the Ju clan; and the site of the first place of settlement of the
Jin dukes in the Western Zhou. My conclusions are: that the Shang tombs at
Mangzhang, Luoshan are the tombs of the nobility of the Shang period Xi State; that the
Ju clan is a tribe that settled in Shanxi in the Shang period; and that the Tianma-Qucun
site was the first settlement of the Jin dukes.

Four of the five articles in Northern China section are papers and one was originally
a speech. The bronze cultures of North China are extremely complex and I have not de-
scribed them individually. My emphasis is on the Lower Xiajiadian Culture, the Upper
Zhangjiayuan Culture and the bronze cultures which straddle the Yellow River in North
Shanxi and Shaanxi Provinces. I regard the Lower Xiajiadian Culture as the early bronze
culture of the northern region,corresponding in time to the Xia and early Shang and con-
sider it to have a definite relationship to the origin of the Upper Zhangjiayuan Culture,
which was later distributed in sites centered around the southern slope of Yan Moun-
tain. The political decision to assign Duke Shao to Yan in the early Western Zhou Dy-
nasty initiated a long period of interaction between the cultural systems of the Central
Plains and the North——the former represented by the Zhou Culture and the latter by
the Upper Zhangjiayuan Culture. The formation of the Yan Culture was a result of the
fusion of these two cultures. The bronze cultures of the Yellow River Valley in northern

Shanxi and Shaanxi Provinces can be divided into two systems on the basis of their char-
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acteristics and cultural origins; the one represented by the Shang tombs at Jingjie, Ling-
shi, to be distinguished from that represented by the bronze vessels from Shilou and
Suide. Their archaeological remains are those of different Shang states and their peoples
in the Shang system.

Southern China section has ten articles. In these, I have paid particular attention to
the study of the geometrically stamped pottery remains that are distributed widely
throughout South China. “A Preliminary Study on Wucheng Culture” establishes a chr-
onological gauge for dating the bronze cultures in the Ganjiang River valley based on an
analysis of the remains of artifacts found in stratigraphical aggradations. The article
“Districts and Stages of the Remains Featuring Pottery Artifacts with Geometric De-
signs in South China and Related Issues” first divides the areas with geometrically
stamped pottery remains into seven different cultural areas and subsequently discusses
Magiao Culture and the Wu Culture on the basis of this analysis. My research in this sec-
tion also emphasizes the early Shu culture of the upper reaches of the Yangtze River and
a group of bronze vessel from Chengdu, Sichuan Province and 1 have proposed some hy-
potheses for further research “The Course of Ancient Civilization in the Yangtze River
Valley ” is an outline of the development of civilization in that region. Although I believe
that this region had developed its own indigenous primitive and bronze cultures, which
contained the defining factors of civilization in an incipient form and that they produced
the sprouts of civilization, the Yangtze River Valley entered into the stage of civilization

later than the Yellow River Valley, and it was the intervention of Yellow River civiliza-

tion represented by Xia and Shang civilizations in the Yangtze River Valley that
instigated the progress to civilization proper in the Yangtze River Valley.

The Methodology section only includes 3 short articles, but I think that they repre-
sent my honest experience of research practice. Sometimes I even think that I would not
be able to write a single article if I once neglected the methodology of the cultural factor
analysis.

The above is a brief introduction to the major theses expressed in the 31 articles col-
lected in this book. Their purpose is not to advocate these viewpoints but to indicate the
course of my research. Now when I look back on these articles,frankly,] am not satisfied
with many of them. The arguments in some of the articles still seem tenable to me but
the proofs are obviously too carelessly carried out ; some arguments seemed convincing at
the time, but I now have to admit they are due for revision because of the discovery of
new materials, and some arguments that originally lacked sufficient supporting evidence
seem like they should have been shelved long ago. However, respecting history, I have
not changed any of the basic viewpoints in these articles before this volume was sent to
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the press. If there is an appropriate opportunity, I think that nothing would be better
than for me to sit down, reflect carefully on these questions for a while, and summarize
the past in a “self critique”. \

In editing this collection, Mr. Lei Xingshan helped select and compile the articles;
Mr. Sun Qingwei translated the abstract into English and proofread the proofs; Professor
Sarah Allan and Dr. Xing Wen provided the English translation of the preface; Mr. Xu
Yong made the photographs; Mr. Cheng Hongkun made the drawings and Mr. Hu
Huagiang of the Science Press examined and proofread the whole book repeatedly. They
all put great effort into the book. I hereby wish to express my sincere thanks to them.

When this book has been published, the magnificent centenary of Peking University
will have arrived. I wish to present this book as a small gift to my great alma mater as

well as my teachers and seniors!

Author
January, 1998
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