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Preface

Gunin in Guangxl, China 15 a Fistongal angd coltural Qity as wel as a
tounst wondarlard of world fame,

“Gulin boasts the most beauvtfu. scenery under Heaven™, is a saying
popular among s admirers, I an area of about 100 54, Klometers
around Guiin, thera are grear hills and fields, forests of DPecular
oinracles and the beautiful Liang River winding through the city. From
Sl to Yandshuo, the niver lravsls 83 Kilometars with Goth shores
decorated with “numerous green hills popoed up out of the Groud®, a
poetic gnd piclutesdue envircnmen! i which one cannot but teal
relaxed and refreshad,

The higtory of Guinn dates back to over 2000 years ago, It became a
wwn of strategic Importance in socJth China wnen the First Emperor of
the ©n Dvnasty ordered digqing a canal to ink the Xandiang ard
Lilang Rivers, Over the jasi lew thousand vears, generations of fiterary
writers and poets have chanted out numergus pieces of verse a~g
Frose In s prase, many of which have been passed down to (e
Present day than«s o vanous carvings and nscnptions on precihices.
The gicturesdue oly 15 draced with humanistic flavor by ruins of
prehistong culiures of about 40 10 50 thousand vears ago |, stone tomos
of tne M ng Dynasty, nscrptons and sculptures on rocks scattered
around in every corner of tre city , and by an anzient town kapt intact,
Guilim s a typical karst landform area. Savara' hundred million years
ago, It was a sea hera, under whizh there were accumulated imestoneg
layers a few *housand msters 'hic<, |0 the movaement of the earth' g
orust , rocks deep down Delow Ing sea surded ul and the sea gave
way 10 the and, Then, about anstner 73 nillan years had passed bafore
the landscabe of SGuhn developed, with the help of the natural
glaments ¢ wind and ran, o a worderand of welrdshabed a~d
Isolated Deaks and Dizarre and faniashc-looking gaves amidst impid
watere ang nice fields.
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Guiin 15 alsg a mult-national city with a pogulation of 1, 25 millon of 11
athnic groups of the Han, Zhuan, Miao, Yazo, eig, The dversity n
drassas and social customs of different ethnic groups offers colortul
folk lifs and atiracts farge oumbers of tounsts frem at home and
abroad,

In 1982, the State Council desdnated the Lilang Rwer Scenk Area one
of the major natonal scenic areas, and Gullin one of the 24 famous
historical and cultural cities al the nation leval.

Guiling now a world famous tourist oy, atfracts large numbars of
tounts from the world over, The Increazingd number of tourists has
promoted the rapid development of tourist facilities, Today, there are
over 20 ar routes connecting Guiln with Hong Kong and magr
domastic tourst Cities.

in addition to the landscape tour N Guiling tournsts today are offered
added aitractions in the neighbonng areas, including 2 wirfn forast n
Longshenyg, &ncient Gin Dlke 10 ¥inGan and floating on Ziang Rier,
e,

This Dicture alttum (Sudr LandenaRs |, ohe volume of the sernasiuioe Io
GChna 's Wonderiang published by China Tourism Publishing House,
intengs to intreduce 10 You the key scenic spots i your tour around
Gurhin by exQuisite Pictures and hecessary noles and skelches focused
on the tourist route, |t 15 hoped that i will be your good company and
will rermngd you of vour wonderful expenance in future,
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