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Mr Yang Peijun, born in 1944, graduated from the Chinese literature
department of Northwest University in 1967. For quite a long time, He was en-
gaged in the vocational work of the management of cultural and historical relics.
He was in charge of or participated in the organization of the academic research
exchanges for the Chinese famous historical personage Zhu Geliang, Zhang Qian
and Cailun. And he was the chairman of the second and third seminar of the
study of Shimen along the plank roadway near Bao and Xe gorge. Scenic spots
and historical sites in Hanzhong region was his editorial work. He has published
many essays and papers, such as On 13 Master Pieces Han and Wei Shimen (
stone entrance), Value of the Three Eulogies of the Han period, the development
of tourism should attach great importance to the expliotation of historical and
cultural resourees and Tresure of Chinese ancient civilization. Mr Yang now is
the deputy party secretary and deputy director of the Shaanxi History Museum.
In addition to his position at the museum, he is also a member of Shaanxi, Muse-
ums society
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PREFACE

While the tourist entered the Shaanxi history museum, the perfect archi-
tecture and the splendid cultural relics let many descendant of Yan Huang and
the forergners get great surprised and exercited with delightfuls. From 20th,
Jane in 1991, the museum standed in the ancient capital Xian,where 13 dyn-
asties found the capitals with the splendid and elegant posture, which is in
echo with Dayan pogoda, and telling about the history of Xian and displaying
today’s magnificance and showing the bright future. Everyday, thousands of
the tourists are in an endless stream, who regard it as the artistic hall of Zhou,
Qin, Han and Tang Dynasties, and the civilizational corridor of the chinese cul-
ture, who enjoy the gems and had very excellent time in appriation, also take
sweet memories.

Here collected 37000 pieces of relics, especially are famous for the collec-
tion of bronze wares of the Shang and Zhau Dynasties, gold and silver wares
of the Tang Dynasty, pottery figures and the frescoes of the tombs of the Tang
Dynasty, which gained great reputation. Among two thousands pieces of
bronze wares, niany of them are gems of national class. Mine hundreds of gold
. silver wares is the first all over China. Thousands of the pottery figures are in
different style and shows the hundreds of postures. The fresco unearthed from
400 tombs of the Tang Dynasty, the total area is about 1000 m?, which is the
unique all over the world These gems, are the gift from the history, which are
the records of the development and people’s life in Shaanxi, and information
of the eastern cultural splendour. Undergoing the changing of the dynasties
the baptism of the war, these relics were unearthed again, and suppied the
proof af the history and the mirror of the times, also gave us the key of re-
searching the historical problems and ancient civilization, They are not only
the treasures of the chinese and also the richness of the peaple ali over the
world.

In order to let the tourists know the real virtue of these treasures and un-
derstand the significance of them, we chosed about one hundred gems
among the exhibitioned 3000 pieces, supplying a simple and clear apprnation
with deep angle and wide knowledge, and making a bridge between the relics
and the nvewers, which while our collecting and writting | choosed the pieces
with clear artistic features and special style, in order that the audience coulo
get the interest and happiness through appriating them. So some gems with
high historical virtue but lack of artistical virtue would not be collected in this
book. Every piece choosed in this book, we tried 1o show the size, the place
unearthed, the feature of style and the virtue of art and history through the
photos, we used one gem one picture which is easily for apprieciation. Be-
cause of the limited time and research level, the faulse might be in the
explaination please point it out, and thank you for your advise honestly.

Yang Peijun
1994
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Jia, a Wine Vessel

with a Mouth of
Double-phoenix-pillar
Relief

The Lute Shang Dynasty
(B, Cl240—1028)

H. 4lem. D. of mouth
19. 5cm,  Depth.  16cm, W
2. 9kg.

Unearthed 1973 ar
Hejia-cun of Qishan County .
Shaanxi, from ome mausoleum.

It has wide mouth, at
the edge standing double pil-
lars, on the top are the
phoenix. The body was devided
two parts, decorated by cloub
reins and tao Die masks. The
Tao Die design with the cloud
veins are very fine. show per-
fect but not fierce. The hottom
is flat,vand a little bit raised out-
side. at the flank there are Hino
Head Ban, the Ban decorated
with Qie Qu veins. There are
three pyramid feet, the tip are
leaving cat.

The double phoenix fly
their own colours and is seldom

seen. The phoenix lift the high

crown, with smug leather. Glar-
ing the round eyes. the body
decorated the short feather. the
tail extend silently. And the pil
lars just are the birds feet inge
niously , the birds just stand sull
and look into the distance from
the high Jia. The shape of the
phoenix is strong and vigorous
and show the luxurious and en
ergatic,

Phoenix is the signify of
good fortune in the anciem
times. Xu shen of East Han Dy-
nasty explained in his book*Ex-
plaining the word" like this,
“the phoenix a kind of fairy
bird., born from the East of the
noble land , hovering all over the
world-+-(f you see it, the coun-
try will be full of love and
peace”. Decorated the Jia with
the phoenix and let it be fasci-
nating.

Jia is a kind of wine ves-
sel. This piece is the best one of
the 35 pieces bronzes which
were unearthed from West

Zhou mauscleum of He jia cun.
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Jia, a Wine Vessel with a Mouth of
Double—phoeniv-pillar Relief
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Li, a Cooking Ves-

sel with Four Legs

The Late Shang Dynasty
(13th—11¢th century B. C)

H23.2em, D. of mouth
2lcm.  Depth. 16.1cm, W,
4. 8kg.

Unearthed in 1981 from
the cellar at Long-tou-cun of
Cheng-gu County, Shaanzi.

It is wide edge and fold
out, eighttwi-mouth, short
neck, decorated with round
thunder designs. Inside the four
legs, are empty, which formes
the stomach of this vessel.
There are four animal-face de-
signs on it. The eye of the ani-
mal like the ball, relief very
well, bright and shining; there
are overstate ears on the fore-
head, mouths and noses are
down ward; it was carvedfull of
cloud and thunder (yun and
leiveins) veins. The designs are
wide and deep and well bal-
anced, filled with black solid in
them. The whole shape is sim-
ple and vigorous, with magnifi-
cent veins decorations. The li-
ons are bold and graceful , which
is particular about symmetry.
Generally. Li has three legs, but
this one has four legs. At pre-
sent, it is the only one in Chi-

na. It has obvious features of re-

gional. Chenggu county where
it is unearthed located Han-
zhong area, at Shang Dynasty,
here is Ba Kindom. Being one
race, the people of Ba were
brave, who once controled the
upper and middle reaches of
Hanshui River. When Zhou Dy-
nasty, Zhou Wu Wang (king
Zhou Wu) sent armed forces to
supperss Zhou Wang, who got
the help from people at Ba, af-
ter they defeated the Shang,
they gained the nobility from
Zhou Clan, so called “ Ba
Tang”. People of Ba entered
Han Zhong more earlier than
Shang people. Allow 486 pieces
unearthed bronzes from Sucun,
Wulang, Lianhua, Long tou by
the Xushui river at Chenggu
County, we found that most of
them are weapons or acces-
sories, and mostly were hiden in
the cellar. It reflected that they
connected with the culture of
Shang and they had good reala-
tion with the Zhou Clan, but
they still kept their own unique
feature. They created the
unique bronze culture,

Lis a kind of cocking uten-
sil, was popular in Shang and
Zhou dynasties. As a sacrifioal
object and a vessel for everyday
life , bronze li disappeared in the
late period of Warring States
Period. 75 bronze wares in 13
types were found at the same
site with the four-legged. They
might be hidden by Ba people in
order to escape from The Yin
Shang’s controling and wanted
to use later.




