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Important role of the digestive system

In the digestion and assimilation of nutrients
In nutrition, fluid and electrolyte balance
In other systemic phenomena
A specialized component of the nervous system
The intestinal immune system
Neurogastroenterology and the enteric nervous
system (brain-in-the-gut)
Impressive advances
Application of cellular and molecular approaches to dis-
ease prevention, diagnosis and treatment
Breakthroughs in nonoperative radiographic and endo-
scopic therapeutic intervention
Minimally invasive surgery
Organ transplantation
Still important problems for doctors: thoughtful,
compassionate, and efficient cure of the patient
A careful and thorough history and physical examination
A sound differential diagnosis
Selection of appropriate diagnostic and therapeutic op-
tions
Clinical presentation
.4 -
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