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PREHISTORIC ART

The prehistoric period is called the Paleolithic Age and the
Meolithic Age in archaeological studies and primilive sociery in
Wispiry, Thiss, prehistorie an can also be regarded as primitive
an.

I s =ale v say thal an appeasred together with the emergence
ol mankind and their origins Weng sy nchronols.

The prmirive society in Yunnan started with the emergence
of Wuammesn Man who lved here abour | 7O vears apo and
ended aboui 30004 (00 vears npo during the e period of the
Meclithic Age.

The prehistoric wt i Yonman s closely related o painting.,
1,-;.||||_.;r,-\|p}|:,-_ 1 |\ru.-,_lu.:4,'|iu|\ aof geramics and the making of stone
implements. The stone implemants unearthed in Yunnan include
the chipped implements made during the Paleolithic Age and the
polished implements made durning the Neolithic Age. The cutiing
stone toods made by Yupnmouw Man duning the Paleolithee Ape
revesl a tvpical symmetrical stvle, which is quite popular in many
wiorrks of are. With the invention of deilling stone tonls in the
Meolithic Age, this pattern became maore popular. The semilunsr
stone knives with two symametrical hobes unearthed in Yuoammou
andd Binchuan can well reveal this point.

Fottery sculpture started in the Meolithic Ape because pot-
tery appearcd in this period. Its general orait is an imitation of
plamis, animals and hurman beings. The mast impressive one is o
chicken Shaped por. which was wnearthed in the miins of o

Mealithic community in Dadunzi of Yuanmou County. This pol

is me ondy arictly fumctzonal bt alsooa work of . The pot looks
like a squating chicken and its spour is lke the head with oo
eyves. Iis body is decorated with pots and lines, representing
feathers, O its hack and wil are round pots and raised decora-
lions in lincs, The maolding echnigue is oo sopdiisiicaced B the
chicken looks amazingly lifelike, It is one of the representanive
works of potiery in this penod. through which man™s early aes-
thaetic standards can be revenled. Genernlly speaking. the decora
tive pallerns on the pollery in this penod are both delicate amd
viaried

Cliff or Rock pointings can revenl another hobbor of mankind
in the prehistoric pericd. Lip to now noorock painting of the Pale
elithic Age has Been found in Yunnan but more than 1500 rock
prarintinges O Uhe MNecdithic Age have boen Tound in dozens of places
in Yunnan. of which the mosd farmdous are Congs uan CN5 pamtings.
The thomes ot these rock p.‘amlingq COVEr Imming garthemnng,
pastuning. fighting, sacrificial rites. dances. marriage. villages,
rogds, the sun, hamdprims, signs, et

Another preal hobby o prefisiorns man s o decorate himselt
It comsists of tan practeces, One is permanent 4like tomooing s and
the other vares from occasion o occasion. The decorative ar
nicles include the bones. weeth and homs of different ammals. aed
the Teathers of different birds as well as jade. stome amd clam
wrticles. Dtfferent decorative amicles were wom on ditferent pars

of the bady on different occasions at that nme.
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PREHISTORIC ART

The prehistoric period is called the Paleolithic Age and the
Neolithic Age in archaeological studies and primitive society in
history. Thus. prehistoric art can also be regarded as primitive
art.

It is safe to say that art appeared together with the emergence
of mankind and their origins were synchronous.

The primitive society in Yunnan started with the emergence
of Yuanmou Man who lived here about 1,700000 years ago and
ended about 3,000~4,000 years ago during the late period of the
Neolithic Age.

The prehistoric art in Yunnan is closely related to painting,
calligraphy, the production of ceramics and the making of stone
implements. The stone implements unearthed in Yunnan include
the chipped implements made during the Paleolithic Age and the
polished implements made during the Neolithic Age. The cutting
stone tools made by Yuanmou Man during the Paleolithic Age
reveal a typical symmetrical style, which is quite popular in many
works of art. With the invention of drilling stone tools in the
Neolithic Age, this pattern became more popular. The semilunar
stone knives with two symmetrical holes unearthed in Yuanmou
and Binchuan can well reveal this point.

Pottery sculpture started in the Neolithic Age because pot-
tery appeared in this period. Its general trait is an imitation of
plants, animals and human beings. The most impressive one is a
chicken Shaped pot, which was unearthed in the ruins of a

Neolithic community in Dadunzi of Yuanmou County. This pot

is not only strictly functional but also a work of art. The pot looks
like a squatting chicken and its spout is like the head with two
eyes. Its body is decorated with pots and lines. representing
feathers. On its back and tail are round pots and raised decora-
tions in lines. The molding technique is not sophisticated but the
chicken looks amazingly lifelike. It is one of the representative
works of pottery in this period. through which man’s early aes-
thetic standards can be revealed. Generally speaking. the decora-
tive patterns on the pottery in this period are both delicate and
varied.

Cliff or Rock paintings can reveal another hobby of mankind
in the prehistoric period. Up to now no rock painting of the Pale-
olithic Age has been found in Yunnan but more than 1.500 rock
paintings of the Neolithic Age have been found in dozens of places
in Yunnan. of which the most famous are Cangyuan cliff paintings.
The themes of these rock paintings cover hunting. gathering.
pasturing. fighting, sacrificial rites. dances. marriage. villages.
roads. the sun, handprints. signs. etc.

Another great hobby of prehistoric man is to decorate himself.
It consists of two practices. One is permanent (like tattooing) and
the other varies from occasion to occasion. The decorative ar-
ticles include the bones, teeth and horns of different animals. and
the feathers of different birds as well as jade. stone and clam
articles. Different decorative articles were worn on ditferent parts

of the body on different occasions at that time.
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Stone adze (prehistoric period) Stone axe (prehistoric period)
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Semi-Lunar stone knife (prehistoric period)
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Rectangular knife (prehistoric period)
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Red pottery jar (prehistoric period)
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Pottery jar (prehistoric period)
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Pottery bottle (prehistoric period)
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Chicken-shaped pottery pot (prehistoric period)
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Pottery jar (prehistoric period)
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Pottery plate (prehistoric period)
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Pottery jar (prehistoric period)
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Cliff paintings in Cangyuan County (prehistoric period)
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Cliff paintings in Cangyuan County (prehistoric period) Cliff paintings in Cangyuan County
(prehistoric period)




