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Famous Buddhist Temple

Tho nd- Year- Old Roval Tem ple
Rare Treasures From the Crypt
The Finger Bone of Sakvamuni
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Famen Temple is a well- known Buddhist monatery in China: which is Located in the north of Fufeng county - Shaanxi prov
ince- 110 Kilometres away from Xi an.

According to the historical records: Famen Tempie was first built in the Eastern Han Dynasty. It beared the name of the "First
Temple in Guanzhong ™ because it is a place to enshrine the finger sarira of Sakyamuni- the forefather of Brddhism.

With the wide spread of Buddhism in China: Famen Temple became prominent day by day.

In the 2nd year of Yuan Wei (497AD) - when General Tuc Bayu- king of Huian- went to return the sarira- he enlarged
the temple and gave tonsure to a large number of people to convert them to Brddhism.

At the beginning of the Northern Zhou Dynasty- the number of the monks reached more than 500.

In the Sui Dynasty- after Emperor Wedi's anti- Buddhism policy which was carried out in the Northern Zhou Dynasty: ang
had Buddhism preached in a large scale. He turned the Famen Temple into a place where Buddhist rites were performded- and
where Cheng- Shi- Zong- a school of Buddhist theories was taught. The temple had a collection of tens of thousands of Buddhist
scriptures then.

During the years of Wude (618-625 AD). Emperor Gaozong Changed the name of the temple into Famen Temple - em
bedding the the theme that San- Zang (the sutra: statute and theories of Buddhism? isthe access (Men) to different ways of
practising Buddhism (Fa) .

Druing the years of Zhenguan (626- 649 AD)- Emperor Taizong (Li Shimin) went in for a large- scale construction in the
Famen Temple .

in the fourth year of Xianqing (659 Ad)- Emperor Gaozong (LiZhi) had the temple stupa repaired.

Emperor Zhongzong (Li Xian) had his inscription of "Holy Sarira Stupa” written on a plague for the stupa.

Inthe 13th year of Dali (778 AD) . the stele of the "Holy Sarira Stupa of the Great Tang Dynasty was erected.

In the 15th year of Xiantong (874 AD)- the Temple was renamed by Emperor Yizong (Li Cui’ asZhongzhen Temple.

Famen Temple saw its most prosperous days during the later years of the Tang Dynasty. It developed into a monatery of 24
compounds. The Holy Sarira Stupa appeared more magnificent with clusters of temple buildings and pavilions around it.

The inscription on the stele of “ An Introduction to the Holy Sarira Stupa™ described the prosperity of the monatery at that
time: )

Gorgeous are the halls

row upon row

Flanked on each side are galleries

winding along.

Rising above the ground is the stupa

reaching the sky.

So magnificent- so splendid is the

Temple standing firm.

Arranged in orderly patterns- with row up on row of temple buildings and pavilions: the monatery looked like a sptendid pal
ace.

Though Famen Temple experienced disasters during the reign of Emperor Wuzong in the year of Huichang (845 AD!- its po
sition as an imperial temple was never w eakened.

During the period of Five Dynasties- the Qin Emperor Li Maozhen: an adherer of Buddhism- made great efforts in repairing
the monatery. Images of Buddha were painted and carved: books of scripture were donated. Also- walls and about 400 halls
were built. In addition- the emperor had the stupa topped with tiles of green glaze. The temple appeared “superbly magnificent”
(1) atits prime.

The temple had been “a place converged by monk pilgrims” (2) till the Song Dynasty. During the Song Dynasty: though
there were fewer ceremonies in the temple- the 24 compounds were preserved intact: and the monatery looked as impressive as

before.




In the 3rd year of Longging (1519 AD) inthe Ming Dynasty- the wooden structure of the stupa built in the Tang Dynasty
collapsed. So a 13- storied stupa- 47 metresin height- and octangonal in shape: was rebuilt from the 7th yearto the 37th year
of Wanli (1579-1606 AD)

Famen Temple has experienced many visissitudes: all caused by the finger sarira of Sakyamuni. Sarira is the Trasliteration from
Sanskrit. It refers to the bone relics of sakyamuni- which is worshipped as a lofty symbol of Buddhism.

The sarira in Famen Temple were highly valued by the emperors in the Tang Dynasty who adored Buddhism. Seven times the

Mi Se Ci- meaning ~secret color porcelain” -+ is another important finding in the crypt. Lu Guimeng- a Poet in Tang
Dynasty- showed high appreciation of the porcelain in his poem:

Booming is the Yuezhou Kiln

in the deep Autumn Season.

Blue- blue like the ocean:

Green- green like the mountains

So pure and so clear is

the secret- color- porcelain.

Fill the cups with wine>

Drink with friends all thur’ the night.

The Mi Se Ci had become a mystery since the technigue was not handed down from the past generations. The excavation of
the M i Se Ci porcelain helped clear up the mystery. ly had also expanded the horizon of people s know ledge of China s porcelain.

Mi Se Ci is light blue- and- green in color  with a few glazed yellow. The Mi Se Ci vessels are inlaid with silver buckles: and
are decorated with gilded silver flowers. The finding had helped confirm the hypothesis that “secret color porcelain’ had already
come into existence by the Tang Dynasty. This is a breakthrough in the studies of Chinese pottery and porcelain.

The glass vessels in the crypt were mostly offerings by Emperor Xizong. They were made during different times in histouy. The
earliest can be traced back to the 5th century and the latest to the middle of the 9th century. These glass vessels were prduced in dif
terent places. Some were brought to Changan from East Rome or from West Asia- and others were made in China. The message in
these findings had proved again that the western art style and craftsmanship had already been merged in the Chinese culture by the
Tang Dynasty.

The finding of over 7> 000 silk fabrics in the Tang Dynasty is of great significance. From the small portion of clothes which
have been sorted out - we find things as brocade- damask silk- gauze: silk- embroidery: painted embroidery- and printed
silk-  etc.

Among the most well- preserved precious sitk fabrics are a blouse- a kasaya - an apron - and a hassock- all with
gold- thread embroidery- and with designs of floating cloads and lotus flow ers. The patterns on the fabrics are bright and colorful.

The excavation of the relics at the crypt in Famen Temple had provided us with an access to the studies of the culture of Bud
dhism- and to the further studies of the many unknown fields of civilization in the Tang Dynasty. Before us is still a vast tield yet to
be explored. We have made this picture album in the hope that it will be helpful for the further studies of the treasure house of
Famen Temple.

Notes:
(1) Excerpt from the scription on the stele of " Repairing of the Famen Temple by Emperor Qin in Great Tang Dynasty .

(2) Excerpt from the scription on the stele of “Survival of the Bathtub from a Storm in Famen Bathroom Courtyard.
(3) Zhao Puchu: Ode to the Sarira Unearthed in Famen Temple.
"Yinggu are the imitations of the sarira-  like the moon reflected on three revers.”
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Famen Temple isa well- known Buddhist monatery in China- which is Located in the north of Fufeng county - Shaanxi prov
ince- 110 Kilometres away from Xi an.

According to the historical records: Famen Temple was first built in the Eastern Han Dynasty. It beared the name of the "First
Temple in Guanzhong because it is a place to enshrine the finger sarira of Sakyamuni- the forefather of Brddhism.

With the wide spread of Buddhism in China- Famen Temple became prominent day by day.

In the 2nd year of Yuan Wei (497AD) . when General Tuc Bayu- king of Huian- went to return the sarira- he enlarged
the temple and gave tonsure to a large number of people to convert them to Brddhism.

At the beginning of the Northern Zhou Dynasty- the number of the monks reached more than 500.

{n the Sui Dynasty- after Emperor Wedi s anti- Buddhism policy which was carried out in the Northern Zhou Dynasty- and
had Buddhism preached in a large scale. He turned the Famen Temple into a place w here Buddhist rites were perfformded- and
where Cheng- Shi- Zong- aschool of Buddhist theories was taught. The temple had a collection of tens of thousands of Buddhist
scriptures then.

During the years of Wude (618- 625 AD)- Emperor Gaozong Changed the name of the temple into Famen Temple - em
bedding the the theme that San- Zang (the sutra- statute and theories of Buddhism) isthe access (Men) to different ways of
practising Buddhism (Fa) .

Druing the years of Zhenguan (626-649 AD). Emperor Taizong (Li Shimin) went in for a large- scale construction in the
Famen Temple .

In the fourth year of Xianqing (659 Ad)- Emperor Gaozong {(LiZhi’ had the temple stupa repaired

Emperor Zhongzong (Li Xian) had his inscription of "Holy Sarira Stupa written on a plague for the stupa.

{nthe 13th year of Dali (778 AD) - the stele of the "Holy Sarira Stupa of the Great Tang Dynasty was erected.

In the 15th year of Xiantong (874 AD)- the Temple was renamed by Emperor Yizong (Li Cui’ as Zhongzhen Temple.

Famen Temple saw its most prosperous days during the later years of the Tang Dynasty. It developed into a monatery of 24
compounds. The Holy Sarira Stupa appeared more magnificent with clusters of temple buildings and pavilions around it.

The inscription on the stele of " An Introduction to the Holy Sarira Stupa™ described the prosperity of the monatery at that
time:

Gorgeousare the halls

row upon row

Flanked on each side are galleries

winding along.

Rising above the ground is the stupa

reaching the sky.

So magnificent- so splendid is the

Temple standing firm.

Arranged in orderly patterns> with row up on row of temple buildings and pavilions: the monatery iooked like a splendid pal
ace.

Though Famen Temple experienced disasters during the reign of Emperor Wuzong in the year of Huichang 845 AD’. its po
sition as an imperial temple was never weakened.

During the period of Five Dynasties: the Qin Emperor Li Maozhen- an adherer of Buddhism- made great efforts in repairing
the monatery. Images of Buddha were painted and carved: books of scripture were donated. Also- walls and about 400 halls
were built. In addition- the emperor had the stupa topped with tiles of green glaze. The temple appeared “superbly magnificent”
(1) atits prime.

The temple had been "a place converged by monk pilgrims”  (2) till the Song Dynasty. During the Song Dynasty- though
there were fewer ceremonies in the temple- the 24 compounds were preserved intact: and the monatery looked as impressive as

before.




In the 3rd year of Longging (1519 AD} in the Ming Dynasty. the wooden structure of the stupa built in the Tang Dynasty
collapsed. So a 13- storied stupa- 47 metres in heights and octangonal in shape- was rebuiit from the 7th year to the 37th year
of Wanli (1579-1606 AD)

Famen Temple has experienced many visissitudes: all caused by the finger sarira of Sakyamuni. Sarira is the Trasliteration from
Sanskrit. 1t refers to the bone relics of sakyamuni>  which is worshipped as a lofty symbol of Buddhism.

The sarira in Famen Temple were highly valued by the emperors in the Tang Dynasty who adored Buddhism. Seven times the

Mi Se Ci- meaning “secret color porcelain’» is another important finding in the crypt. Lu Guimeng- a Poet in Tang
Dynasty: showed high appreciation of the porcelain in his poem:

Booming is the Yuezhou Kiln

in the deep Autumn Season.

Blue- bluelike the ocean-

Green- green like the mountains-

So pure and so clear is

the secret- color- porcelain.

Fill the cupswith wine-

Drirnk with friends all thur " the night.

The Mi Se Ci had become a mystery since the technigue was not handed down from the past generations. The excavation of
the Mi Se Ci porcelain helped clear up the mystery. ly had also expanded the horizon of people s knowledge of China s porcelain.

Mi Se Ci is light blue- and- green in color- with a few glazed yellow. The Mi Se Ci vessels are inlaid with silver buckles: and
are decorated with gilded silver flowers. The finding had helped confirm the hypothesis that “secret color porcelain’ had already
come into existence by the Tang Dynasty. This is a breakthrough in the studies of Chinese pottery and porcelain.

The glass vessels in the crypt were mostly offerings by Emperor Xizong. They were made during different times in histouy. The
earliest can be traced back to the 5th century and the latest to the middle of the 9th century. These glass vessels were prduced in dif
ferent places. Some were brought to Changan from East Rome or from West Asia- and others were made in China. The message in
these findings had proved again that the western art style and craftsmanship had already been merged in the Chinese culture by the
Tang Dynasty.

The tinding of over 7- 000 silk fabrics in the Tang Dynasty is of great significance. From the small portion of clothes which
have been sorted out »  we find things as brocade: damask sitk: gauze: silk: embroidery: painted embroidery- and printed
silk- etc.

Among the most well- preserved precious silk fabrics are a blouse- a kasaya - an apron - and a hassock- all with
gold- thread embroidery. and with designs of floating cloads and lotus flowers. The patterns on the fabrics are bright and colorful.

The excavation of the relics at the crypt in Famen Temple had provided us with an access to the studies of the culture of Bud’
dhism-  and to the further studies of the many unknown fields of civilization in the Tang Dynasty. Before us is still a vast field yet to
be explored. We have made this picture album in the hope that it will be helptul for the further studies of the treasure house of

Famen Temple.

Notes:
(1) Excerpt from the scription on the stele of " Repairing of the Famen Temple by Emperor Qin in Great Tang Dynasty .

(2) Excerpt from the scription on the stele of "Survival of the Bathtub from a Storm in Famen Bathroom Courtyard,”
(3) Zhao Puchu: Ode to the Sarira Unearthed in Famen Temple.
"Yinggu are the imitations of the sarira: like the moon reflected on three revers.
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The manuscript of poem written by Zhao Puchu, thechairman of China Buddhism Association, to eulogize the
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priceless relics unearthed from the Famen Temple crypt.
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Poem{manuscript) Written by chou Euo-cheng on the appreciation and praise of the unearthed relics from
the crypt in the Famen Templt.
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