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1. The Sweet Sixth

As the clock ticked away the final

minute of Game 6 in the Chicago Bulls’
1998 championship series against the U-
tah Jazz, Michael Jordan had the ball.
He loves having the ball toward the end
of a tight game. Then the game is his to
win or lose.

“I feel like I'm in total control,” the
6 - foot, 6 - inch Bulls guard once said .
“Whatever’s going to happen out there,
it’s not going to happen until I start it.
And everyone in the building knows it.”

If Michael could make something
I
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l. The Sweet Sixt

s

good happen for the Bulls, they would
win this game and the title. With about
40 seconds to go, Michael cut a threep-
oint Jazz lead to one.

Then Utah had the ball, but not for
long. Michael stole the ball from Karl
Malone and raced down the court. “I
looked up and I saw 18.5 seconds
left,” Michael said. “1 felt like we
couldn’t call a timeout. It gives the de-
fense an opportunity to set up. It was a
do — or - die situation. I let the time tick
to where I had the court right where 1
wanted to.”

Then Michael made a jump shot that
swished through with just more than five

seconds remaining . © All we had to do
3
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1. The Sweet Sixth

was play defense for 5.8 seconds, and 1
knew we could do that,” he said.

They did! The Bulls successfully
defended their NBA title and celebrated
their sixth National Basketball Associa-
tion championship in eight years.
Michael, Scottie Pippen, and Coach Phil
Jackson rejoiced with the Bulls and their
fans. The three had been the core of
Chicago’s successlul title drives. As the
fans hollered and cheered, many won-
dered if this was the last game for these
three. During the season, Pippen had
said he would rather play for another
team . Coach Jackson had said he was go-
ing to retire. And Michael had told re-
porters he didn’t want to play without his

5
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1. The Sweet Sixth

favorite teammate and coach.

With the sixth title in hand,
Michael could look back at a season that
had as many tense moments as happy
ones . For a while, Chicago hadn’t looked
able to make it past the Eastern Confer-
ence finals. The surging Indiana Pacers
were eager for a spot in the Finals.
Chicago won the first two games of the
series, but Reggie Miller and the Pacers
won the next two games to even the se-
ries. Michael had missed a shot at the
buzzer that cost Chicago Game 4.

Determined to show they were still
powerful, the Bulls crushed Indiana in
Game 5. Then, the Pacers fought back to
win Game 6 . Michael fell on a play that

7
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1. The Sweet Sixth

might have tied the score with five sec-
onds to go.

Never had Michael’s team needed
seven games to reach the Finals. In the
tense Game 7, Michael didn’t play one of
his best games but he contributed 28
points to the Bulls’ 88 ~ 83 victory. In
the second half of the fourth quarter,
Michael looked winded and he didn’t
score. Was it possible that the Chicago
Bulls weren’t unbeatable after all?

Going into the Finals, the Bulls
puHed together. Chicago had never lost a
Finals series and had beaten the Jazz in
the Finals the year before. Still, the
Bulls were not overwhelming favorites to
win again . When the Jazz won the first

9
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1. The Sweet Sixth

game of the series, some people won-
dered if the Bulls had lost their spark.

Games 2 and 3 provided the answer:
a resounding No! In Game 3, Michael
talked to his teammates at halftime.
“Let’s bury these guys and make them
think about it,” Michael told the Bulls.
Chicago went out and smashed the Jazz,
96 — 54. The Jazz’s score was the lowest
team point total in playoff history. The
Bulls also won the Game 4, though by a
much smaller margin. 86 - 82. And one
game away from the title, the Bulls were
stopped by the Jazz in Game 5. Pippen
was hurt in Game 6 so Michael boosted
his game and scored 45 points, including
the game — winning shot .
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