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Unit 1

Part 1 Testing Points (1) JiX &
Vocabulary & Inference/Location
L RO ECE - ol s AN

The short conversations are usually tollowed by a question that is usually based on what the second speaker
said. These questions often test you on your ability to understand a particular vocabulary word or idiomatic
phrase. They also test you on your ability to make an inference about the meaning of the conversation. Below you
will see a repetition of the same questions that the testing points of the questions are lubeled. As you go through
this pretest this time, focus on the testing point categories as well as the answers and explanations,

PR XFIEGYPVER A R NP T F S DK DR ARIEGSIRARAE Y, Bl AR A F 3 oS B B
EOIEME, LUEIE W ARX R

®  Vocabulary (i5:C)

A vocabulary question tests your understanding of the meaning of one or two particular words. In the following
conversation, the main testing point is the meaning of the words  “arrow™ and *“winding™ .

FEXFIE PG5 L/, £ B A FKNPIXLRI IS P oY — . BE-NFREOIDEMRIZE . TEEXIEFFEHLEE
PR SR PIRIRT B1s “arrow” Fe “winding™ &5IRARAE A .

Example:
You hear:
Man: Isn’t it a long drive to the camping site?
Woman: It's not too far, but the road is narrow and winding.
What does the woman mean?
You read:
A) It’s not easy to find the right road.
B) The camping area is very far away.
C) It’s a quick drive on a new highway.
D) The road is slow because it has many curves.
The answer is D). The most important word to understand in this conversation is the word “winding” .
which means that the road is not straight. It has curves in it. The woman implies that the trip will be slow because

the car must go slowly on a winding road.

To be continued on page 4

Forward
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Practice 1

= 4 W & 3 B!

Directions: /n this part vou will hear short conversations berween two people. At the end of each conversation,

a third voice will ask a question about what was said. You will hear each conversation and the question about

it just one time. Therefore, you must listen carefully to understand what each speaker says. After vou hear a

conversation and the question about it, read the four possible answers in your book and decide which one is

the best answer to the question you heard. Then, on your answer sheet, find the best answer to the question

and fill in the space that corresponds to the letter of the answer vou have chosen.

1. A) He doesn’t mind helping her.
C) He is very busy.

[ )

. A) They are discussing a math contest.
C) A department store is having a sale.
3. A) He asked some else to mow the lawn.

C) He will wait until next week.

4. A) The law is too complicated to understand.

C) No dogs are allowed in the area.
5. A) This is the last one.
C) You should buy cheaper merchandise.
6. A) She fixed her friend’s tape recorder.
C) She went to her friend’s house.
7. A) She is happy.
C) She is certain.
8. A) Go back to work.
C) Write an essay.
9. A) No one lives there now.
C) You can see it after your vacation.

10.A) The woman forgot to turn the light off.

B) He has some problems.

D) He had to help her.

B) The woman is making a telephone call.
D) The post office is closed.

B) Nobody takes care of the lawn.

D) He takes care of his problems.

B) It's good to have a dog around the house.
D) Unfortunately, they don’t have any dogs.
B) The longer style is better.

D) It might not be good quality.

B) She tried to telephone her friend.

D) She arranged to meet her friend later.

B) She is joking.

D) She is busy.

B) Buy a pen.

D) Give his approval.

B) You'd better make an appointment.

D) It’s a beautiful place.

B) The woman needed more light.

TC) The man helped the woman carry a heavy box. D) The man gave the woman her glasses.




[ I ITS

be continued from page 2

Part 2 Inference/Location (3&3¢ / # %)
A second type of question tests your ability to understand where the conversation is taking place or what
the man and woman are doing. In the following example, your understanding of where the conversation
takes place is dependent on your comprehension of the words  “send flowers” and *“arrangement™ .
Example:
You hear:
Man: 1'd like to send some flower to my friend.
Woman: Ok. We have this arrangement on sale today.
Where does this conversation take place?
You read:
A) In a fTorist shop. B) In a garden.
C) In a post oftice. D) In a restaurant.
The answer is A). This question takes some cultural knowledge of the United States. In a florist (flower)
shop, people can send tlowers by mail. The flowers themselves are not actually sent. The message is sent from
one flower shop to another one, and then the flowers are cut and given to the person. An arrangement is a vase

of cut flowers.

Part 3 Listening Skills (1)
PRI X —
®  Look at the Answer Choices Before You Hear the Tape (1)

Many students feel that the Listening Comprehension is very difficult. It’s hard because of the time
pressure and the fact that it is tape-recorded. So. as other good students do, you should read the test directions
carefully. The test book says, “After you hear the question. read the four choices in your test book, and decide
which one is closest in meaning to the sentence you heard”™ .When one thinks through the process of what he

is actually doing in this part of the test. he comes up with this:

KM,\ ks 1. Listen to the tape recording. 8. Locate the correct place on my answer m
y “J 2. Analyze what I have just heard. 9. Mark my answer.
3. Locate the answer choices in my test booklet. 10. Compare what I have read to what I have just heard.
4. Read the four choices. 1. Search within myself for the best answer.

5. Compare what I have read to what T have just heard. 1 2. Select the answer.

6. Search within myself for the best answer. 13. Locate the correct place on my answer sheet.

7. Select the answer. 4. Mark my answer.

N ,

To be continued on page 6
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be continued from page O

Practice 2 “ Introductions and Opening Conversations 1~£3/73%» &

1. People in the English speaking countries don * t alwavs shake hands when they are introduced to one
another. However, in a formal or business situation people almost alwavs shake hands.

: Mary, this is Joe’s brother David.

: 'm very glad to meet you.

: It’s a pleasure to meet you.

: How do you like Texas so far?

: 1t’s really different from what [ expected.

: Don’t worry. You'll get used to it in no time.

: Mrs. Smith, I'd like to introduce a friend of mine. Pierre Dubois.

How do you do?

Hello.

: What’s your impression of the United States?

Well, I can’t get over how different the weather is here.

[89]

: Oh, you'll get used to it soon!

: Wendy, I'm like you to meet my brother Sam.

Hi.

: Nice to meet you.

: What do you think of Dallas?

: Well, 'm still feeling a little homesick and so many things seem strange to me.
: You’re bound to feel that way at first, I guess.

: Mrs. Hughs, this is Peter Brown.

: Pleased to meet you.

: How do you do?

: Thope you’re enjoying your stay here.

: If it weren’t for the climate, I"d like it here very much.
: It always takes time to get used to a new place.

LS
TOFTQFFPTOATOIFPTQAZTQAIP>TONIOD >

1. Listen to the above dialogues and pick out useful words and expressions from them and make sentences
with them.

Example: This is Joe’s brother David.
This is Jack Smith.
This is Professor Blake, our English teacher.
1. I am glad to meet you.

2. It’s a pleasure to meet you.

3. How do you like Texas so far?
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B e continued from page 4

®Look at the Answer Choices Before You Hear the Tape (2)

Then you realize that you have only several seconds for step 2 through 9. No wonder you teel rushed and
nervous! This way works when you can quickly and easily understand the speaker. But often you are not sure of
what the speaker on the tape has said. You then feel like other people who have said things like:

B “I'm nervous when I start the test and I don’t hear all the things the speakers say.
“I understand the words when I read them. but I don’t understand them when I hear them on tape.”
“It takes me too long to read the four choices. and 1 don’t have time to mark my answer™ .

]
|
@ “The speakers say so much that I don’t know what to listen for.
B “l can’t remember the details without taking notes™ .

[ ]

“I don’t know what to study for.
At this point, you need to try the following strategy: <= Backwards Way

In this way, it will help your comprehension to know something about a topic before you hear it, we suggest

another strategy to use:

You get a clue about the topic of the question before you hear it, so you can understand more quickly.
You read words before hearing them, which helps you comprehension the words when the speaker says
them.

Since you have already looked at the answer choices, you will need less time to choose an answer after

you hear the question.

Your anxiety is lower since you have an idea about what the topic will be before you hear the speaker.

This strategy is very helpful to some people. Try it on the practice tests in this book to see if it is helpful to
you. But remember, you cannot look ahead in your cxercises until after the directions for this part are read. They
you may have only a second or two to look at the answer choices before the speakers begin talking. In that
second, however, you can look ahead for a brief glance at some words you might hear. This takes practice, and it

is a little easier with your exercises.

To be continued on page 8

Forward
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be continued from page O

Practice 3 “

Directions: In this section, vou will hear several passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some

questions. Both the passage and the questions will be read only once. After you hear a question, vou must

chooose the best answer from the four choices.

1. A) Neatly. B)Badly.
C) Easy to read. D) Hard to read.
2. A) To answer her invitation. B) To reject her invitation.
C) To accept her invitation. D) To have dinner at her house.

3. A) Because she was sick.
B) Because she could not read it.
C) Because her husband needed some medicine.

D) Because her husband was anxious to know its content.

4. A) He read the note easily. B) He read the note correctly.

C) He did not give the right medicine. D) He thought the note was a prescription.
5. A) Her husband had got a higher position. B) Her hausband had lost his job.

C) She wanted to have a cleaner house. D) She wanted to move to New York.
6. A) His telephone went out of order. B) The buyers had to leave soon.

C) He began to work at 8 a.m.
D) He had made an appointment with her for 8:00 a.m.

7. A) They considered her lazy. B) They saw something they had never seen.
C) They considered her foolish. D) They saw something familier to them.

8. A) The white silk T-shirt. B) The cotton T-shirt with a slogan or picture.
C) The nylion T-shirt worn on the playground. D) The wool T-shirt worn for work.

9. A) T-shirts feel soft and wash well.
B) T-shirts are smart and comforable.
C) T-shirts go well with trousers.
D) T-shirts are suitable for evening wear.
10.A) New technology is being employed.
B) Advertisements are being widely used.

C) New designs are being adopted.

D) More synthetic materials are being introduced.




