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ExpressWays is a comprehensive 4-level course for learners of English. Its
innovative spiraled curriculum integrates lifeskill topics, functions, and
grammar in an imaginative highway theme that puts students in the fast lane
for an exciting and motivating journey to English language proficiency.

The program consists of the following components:

* Student Texts — offering speaking, reading, writing, and listening
comprehension practice that integrates grammar and functions in a topic-
based curriculum.

* Activity Workbooks — offering reinforcement through grammar, reading,
writing, and listening comprehension practice fully coordinated with the
student texts. The activity workbooks also feature dynamic exercises in
pronunciation, rhythm, stress, and intonation.

* Navigator Companion Books — visually exciting “magazine-style” texts,
offering a complete lifeskill curriculum fully integrated with the
ExpressWays student texts.

* Teacher’s Guides — providing background notes and expansion activities
for all lessons and step-by-step instructions for teachers.

* Audio Program — offering realistic presentations of conversations,
listening comprehension exercises, and readings from the student texts and
workbooks.

* Picture Program — featuring Picture Cards for vocabulary development,
enrichment exercises, and role playing activities.

* Placement and Achievement Testing Program — providing tools for the
evaluation of student levels and progress.

The ExpressWays series is organized by a spiraled curriculum that is covered
at different degrees of intensity and depth at each level. ExpressWays 1 and 2
provide beginning-level students with the most important vocabulary,
grammar, and functional expressions needed to communicate at a basic level
in a full range of situations and contexts. ExpressWays 3 and 4 cover the
same full range of situations and contexts, but offer intermediate-level
students expanded vocabulary, more complex grammar, and a wider choice of
functional expressions.

The Dimensions of Communication: Function, Form, and Content

ExpressWays provides dynamic, communicative practice that involves
students in lively interactions based on the content of real-life contexts and
situations. Every lesson offers students simultaneous practice with one or
more functions, the grammatical forms needed to express those functions
competently, and the contexts and situations in which the functions and
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grammar are used. This “tri-dimensional” clustering of function, form, and
content is the organizing principle behind each lesson and the cornerstone of
the ExpressWays approach to functional syllabus design.

ExpressWays offers students broad exposure to uses of language in a variety
of relevant contexts: in community, school, employment, home, and social

settings. The series gives students practice using a variety of registers, from
the formal language someone might use in a job interview, with a customer,
or when speaking to an authority figure, to the informal language someone
would use when talking with family members, co-workers, or friends.

A special feature of the course is the treatment of discourse strategies —
initiating conversations and topics, hesitating, asking for clarification, and
other conversation skills.

An Overview

Chapter-Opening Photos

Each chapter-opening page features two photographs of situations that depict
key topics presented in the chapter. Students make predictions about who
the people are and what they might be saying to each other. In this way,
students have the opportunity to share what they already know and to relate
the chapter’s content to their own lives and experiences.

Guided Conversations

Guided conversations are the dialogs and exercises that are the central
learning devices in ExpressWays. Each lesson begins with a model
conversation that depicts a real-life situation and the vocabulary, grammar,
and functions used in the communication exchange. In the exercises that
follow, students create new conversations by placing new content into the
framework of the model.

Original Student Conversations

Each lesson ends with an open-ended exercise that offers students the
opportunity to create and present original conversations based on the theme

of the lesson. Students contribute content based on their experiences, ideas,
and imaginations.

Follow-Up Exercises and Activities

A variety of follow-up exercises and activities reinforce and build upon the
topics, functions, and grammar presented in the guided conversation lessons.
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e Constructions Ahead! exercises provide focused practice with grammar
structures.

¢ CrossTalk activities provide opportunities for students to relate lesson
; content to their own lives.

¢ InterActions activities provide opportunities for role playing and
cooperative learning.

* Interview activities encourage students to interview each other as well as
people in the community.

* Community Connections activities provide task-based homework for
students to get out into their communities to practice their language skills.

¢ Cultural Intersections activities offer rich opportunities for cross-cultural
comparison.

* Figure It Out! activities offer opportunities for problem-solving.

* Your Turn activities provide opportunities for writing and discussion of
issues presented in the chapter.

* Listening Exercises give students intensive listening practice that focuses
on functional communication.

* Reflections activities provide frequent opportunities for self-assessment,
critical thinking, and problem-solving.

* Reading passages in every chapter are designed to provide interesting and
stimulating content for class discussion. These selections are also available
on the accompanying audiotapes for additional listening comprehension
practice.

InterChange

This end-of-chapter activity offers students the opportunity to create and present
“guided role plays”. Each activity consists of a model that students can practice
and then use as a basis for their original presentations. Students should be
encouraged to be inventive and to use new vocabulary in these presentations and
should feel free to adapt and expand the model any way they wish.

ek wmE MR ws ok an s mn oor S a0 s <t

Rest Stop

These “free role plays” appear after every few chapters, offering review and
synthesis of the topics, functions, and grammar of the preceding chapters.
Students are presented with eight scenes depicting conversations between people

in various situations. The students determine who the people are and what they

are talking about, and then improvise based on their perceptions of the scenes’
characters, contexts, and situations. These improvisations promote students’

absorption of the preceding chapters’ functions and grammar into their
repertoire of active language use.
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Support and Reference Sections
End-of-Chapter Summaries include the following:
* Looking Back — a listing of key vocabulary in the chapter for review.

* Construction Sign — a listing of the key grammar structures presented in
the chapter.

* ExpressWays Checklist — a self-assessment listing of key lifeskills
presented in the chapter.

An Appendix provides charts of the grammar constructions presented in
each chapter, along with a list of cardinal numbers, ordinal numbers, and
irregular verbs.

An Index provides a convenient reference for locating topics and grammar in
the text.

Suggested Teaching Strategies

We encourage you, in using ExpressWays, to develop approaches and
strategies that are compatible with your own teaching syle and the needs and
abilities of your students. While the program does not require any specific
method or technique in order to be used effectively, you may find it helpful to
review and try out some of the following suggestions. (Specific step-by-step
instructions may be found in the ExpressWays Teacher’s Guides.)

Chapter-Opening Photos

Have students talk about the people and the situations and, as a class or in
pairs, predict what the characters might be saying to each other. Students in

pairs or small groups may enjoy practicing role plays based on these scenes
and then presenting them to the class.

Guided Conversations

1. SETTING THE SCENE: Have students look at the model illustration in the
book. Set the scene: Who are the people? What is the situation?

2. LISTENING: With books closed, have students listen to the model

conversation — presented by you, by a pair of students, or on the
audiotape.

3. CLASS PRACTICE: With books still closed, model each line and have the
whole class practice in unison.
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4. READING: With books open, have students follow along as two students
present the model.

5. PAIR PRACTICE: In pairs, have students practice the model conversation.

6. EXERCISE PRACTICE: (optional) Have pairs of students simultaneously
practice all the exercises.

7. EXERCISE PRESENTATIONS: Call on pairs of students to present the
exercises.

Original Student Conversations

S R B Ree MG AR ARG SR W W WS SR RDR TRE YRM WA WER WOk ROM W WOE WHC MR SR BN e

In these activities, which follow the guided conversations at the end of each
lesson, have students create and present original conversations based on the
theme of the lesson. Encourage students to be inventive as they create their
characters and situations. (You may ask students to prepare their original
conversations as homework, then practice them the next day with another
. student and present them to the class. In this way, students can review the
previous day’s lesson without actually having to repeat the specific exercises
already covered.)

Have students first work in pairs and then share with the class what they
talked about.

InterActions

Have pairs of students practice role playing the activity and then present
their role plays to the class.

InterView

Have students circulate around the room to conduct their interviews, or have
students interview people outside the class. Students should then report to
the class about their interviews.

Community Connections

Have students do the activity individually, in pairs, or in small groups and
then report to the class.

Cultural Intersections

Have students do the activity in class, in pairs, or in small groups.
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Reflections

Have students discuss the questions in pairs or small groups, and then share their
ideas with the class.

Your Turn

This activity is designed for both writing practice and discussion. Have students
discuss the activity as a class, in pairs, or in small groups. Then have students
write their responses at home, share their written work with other students, and
discuss in class. Students may enjoy keeping a journal of their written work. If
time permits, you may want to write a response to each student’s journal, sharing
your own opinions and experiences as well as reacting to what the student has
written. If you are keeping portfolios of students’ work, these compositions serve
as excellent examples of students’ progress in learning English.

Reading

Have students discuss the topic of the reading beforehand, using the pre-reading
questions suggested in the Teacher’s Guide. Have students then read the passage
silently, or have them listen to the passage and take notes as you read it or play
the audiotape.

InterChange

Have students practice the model, using the same steps listed above for guided
conversations. Then have pairs of students create and present original
conversations, using the model dialog as a guide. Encourage students to be
inventive and to use new vocabulary. (You may want to assign this exercise as
homework, having students prepare their conversations, practice them the next
day with another student, and then present them to the class.) Students should
present their conversations without referring to the written text, but they should
also not memorize them. Rather, they should feel free to adapt and expand them
any way they wish.

Rest Stop

Have students talk about the people and the situations, and then present role
plays based on the scenes. Students may refer back to previous lessons as a
resource, but they should not simply re-use specific conversations. (You may
want to assign these exercises as written homework, having students prepare
their conversations, practice them the next day with another student, and then
present them to the class.)

We hope that ExpressWays offers you and your students a journey to English that
is meaningful, effective, and entertaining. Have a nice trip!

Steven J. Molinsky
Bill Bliss

xii

dvw wwn em G aRc R e o UK W

s e S wm

Wk e s wm TR TR W MG e WG WD RGK MmN BET W0 WM W SNH WS D> Mes G GSu UmS TR SUT AN W TRA G SER MM AT ST NUR OWK DMK wed OBC SR TR TN W SO W GOM we AUC AN S MWW AN SN e Y MR NG GRN R R B WM W e



A model conversation mmemmenssea=== What's New with You? -

offers initial practice with
the functions and structures
of the lesson.

Key functional expressions
are in boldface type and are
footnoted, referring students to
a box containing alternative
expressions for accomplishing
the functions.

In the exercises, students
create new conversations by
placing new content into the
framework of the model, and
by using any of the alternative
functional expressions.

The open-ended exercise at
the end of each lesson asks
students to create and present
original conversations based
on the theme of the lesson.
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a.-aa-;u.--------.--4--------ﬂ--_.--.--.--..q--.g--.---.-u-----.---..-..u7

For example:

Exercise 1 might be completed by placing the Exercise 2 might be completed by using
new exercise content into the existing model: the new exercise content and some of the

alternative expressions:
.- What'’s new with you?

Nothing much. How about you?

Well, actually, I have some good news.
Really? What?

I just passed my driver’s test!

You did? That’s great! Congratulations!

® >

- What'’s happening with you?

Nothing much. How about you?
Well, actually, I have some good news.
Really? What?

My wife had a baby girl last week!
She did? That’s wonderful!

Congratulations!

.
.

TS

S

Sometimes the footnote indicates that an alternative expression requires a
change in the grammar of the sentence. For example, the sentences:
Let’s ! = Let's go swimming!

Why don’t we ? hy don’t we go swimming?

R
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EXIT 1 ¢ Friends and Neighbors

You Must Be Our New Neighbor Greet someone and introduce 2

yourself, using noun clauses.

Are You New Here? Ask for information about a 4
neighborhood, using embedded
questions.
g [ Just Moved In Ask for information about a 5
% neighborhood, using embedded
g questions.
% Are You Allowed to Fark in Front Ask permission to do something. 8
i of the Building?
Do You Want An)} Help? Offer to help someone, using gerunds. 10
Could You Possibly Lend Me a Ask a favor of someone. 12
Cup of Sugar?
What Do You Know About Give advice about home repairs, 14
Radiators? using should and gerunds.
Could You Tell Me If You Fix Inquire about home repair services, 16
Kitchen Sinks? using embedded questions.
Do-It-Yourself Read about people who do 18
home repairs themselves.
I Think I've Figured Out What the Discuss home repairs, using 20
Problem Is

embedded questions.

XV



EXIT 2 « Calling People

Going Places

Could You Please Tell Me How to Use
This Fay Phone?

I'd Like to Reserve Two Seats

I'd Like to Make This a
Ferson-to-FPerson Collect Call, Please

Please Fasten Your Seat Belt

Do You by Any Chance Know What
Our Expected Arrival Time Is?

I'm Calling to Tell Him His Car
Is Ready

I'm Calling to Ask Her If Shed Like
to See a Movie

Telephones

Please Leave Your Name
and Message

EXIT 3 ¢ Personal Finances

Maybe You Should Stop at the Bank

Did You Remember to Pay the
Gas Bill?

I'm Having Trouble Balancing
the Checkbook

| Believe There's a Mistake on
My Electric Bill

XVi

Learn how to make different
kinds of telephone calls, using
imperatives.

Call for transportation and
recreation reservations, using
embedded questions and short
answers.

Make person-to-person collect calls.

Understand transportation safety

rules, using imperatives and reported

speech.

Ask about transportation, using
embedded questions.

Leave telephone messages, using
noun clauses.

Leave telephone messages, using
embedded questions.

Read about how telephone service
has evolved over the years.

Leave messages on a telephone
answering machine, using noun
clauses and embedded questions.

Discuss family budgeting, using
should and have to.

Discuss paying bills, using time
expressions.

Discuss balancing a checkbook.

Complain about mistakes on
bills, using the passive voice.
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43
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I'd Like Some Information About
Opening an Account

I'd Like to Apply for a Loan
I Don’t Think We Can Afford It

Credit Cards

Would You Be Interested in Applying
for a F.J. Nickel's Charge Card?

REST STOP

Learn about banking practices and
procedures, using embedded
questions.

Discuss loan applications, using
embedded questions.

Evaluate the affordability of items,
using the present perfect tense.

Read about the advantages and
disadvantages of paying with
credit cards.

Provide information for a credit

card application.
Role-Play Review of Exits 1, 2, & 3

EXIT 4 ¢ Rules and Regulations

At School

Is Farking Permitted Here?

I Don’t Think You're Allowed to
Let Me See Your License
You Could Have Gotten a Ticket!

Your Teacher Called Today

Could You Please Write a Note
to My Teacher?

Welcome to Our “Open House”
Farents’ Night!

I Just Received My Grades

Students, Schools, and Technology

XVii

Ask whether things are allowed,
using impersonal expressions
with you.

Tell people they aren'’t allowed to
do things.

Understand traffic violations,
using different verb tenses.

Understand traffic violations,
using perfect modals.

Discuss parent-teacher
communication, using reported
speech, sequence of tenses,

and embedded questions.

Discuss notes to a teacher,
using reported speech.

Discuss student performance in
school, using embedded questions.

Discuss grades and evaluation,
using the passive voice, the past tense,
and should have.

Read about the influence of
technology on education.
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