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Unit 7

Welcome to Our Bank

Warm-up:

1. What banks do you think tend to become the fargets of robbers?
2. How can a bank avoid being robbed? Give your ideas.

“I wish Central Bank would be robbed, ” George Pickens said to
himself. He had been making this wish daily from the time he had
started work as a teller!!! at the bank.

“All over the country banks were being robbed, " George thought
sourly'? . “Why not this bank? Were robbers scornful®®! of its four-
million-dollar capital? (1) Were they afraid of Mr. Ackerman, the
old bank guard, who hadn’t pulled out his gun in twenty-two years?

Of course, George had a reason for wanting the bank to be robbed.

After all, he couldn’t simply take the thick bundles®) of bills that were
under his hands all day long. So he had thought of another way to get
them.

One morning George entered the bank feeling something was about
to happen.  “Good moming. Mr. Burrows, ~ he said cheerfully. The
bank president muttered®! something and went into his office.

At two o clock Bank Robber walked in. George knew he was a
bank robber. For one thing, he slunk/®' in. For another thing, he wore a
mask.

“This is a holdup'”, ” the man said roughly'®' . He took a pistol'®’
from his pocket. The guard made a small sound. “You ,” the bank
robber said, “lie down on the floor. ” Mr. Ackerman lay down. The
robber stepped over to George’s cage!'®.

“All right, " he said. “Hand it over. " George reached into his
cashbox"''! and took all the bills from the top section'’?’ — close to six

thousand dollars. He passed them through the window. The robber

WORDS AND
EXPRESSIONS

1. teller n.. BITHHN
2.sourly ad. KM
3. scornful a, EEMHY

4. bundle n, $#,%.

5. mutter v. fKAEN.
6. slink v. ¥4T,MWE
7.holdup n #%h

8. roughly ad. &M
9. pistol n. FEH
10. cage n. BT, B D /

11. cash box:n. BEETF
12. section #. W




snatched'"" them. stuffed"*! them into his pocket, and turned to leave.

(2)Then, while everyone watched the bunk robber, George calmly lifted

off the top section of the cashbox and slipped'' bills from the bottom

section into his pockets.

The door swung!"® and the bank robber was gone. George fainted!'”).
When he woke he smiled up at the worried faces looking down at him.
“I'm all right, " he said bravely.

As soon as he was safely behind his bedroom door, George took the
money from his pockets and counted it.

He had seven thousand dollars. He was very happy.

The next moming when George arrived at the bank, it was not open
for business. But everyone was there, helping to examine the bank’s
records for the special audit!™ Mr. Bell was taking.

George was called into Mr. Burrows's office. The bank president
seemed strangely cheerful. “George, " he said, “I want you to meet Mr.
Carruthers, who used to be president of our bank. ”

“Yes, sir, just fine, thanks.”

{19]

(3)“1’m glad to hear it. That was quite an adventure It just goes

to show how easy it is to rob our bank. "

“Sir?” said George, confused'®,

“George, 1 was sorry to give you a hard time yesterday, but with all
the banks being robbed these days I thought it would be a good idea to
prove that our little bank ean be robbed too. 1 have retired. but I haven’t

stopped thinking. (4)That’s why I played my little game yesterday, just

to keep everybody on his toes. ”

“I don’t understand, " said George. “What game?”

The old man laughed and whipped'®'! out a mask. He placed it over
his face. and said: “All right. Hand it over™"! ” Mr. Burrows laughed but
George did not.

E ]
Notes:

WORDS AND
EIXPRESSIONS

13. snatch v. #,3F

14. stuff v #

15.slip v WHMWITEY,
W3

16. swing v. JE%s

17. faint v. 8

18. audit n. W, ¥

19. adventure n. %,
RanEsh

20. confused a. HKRREY

21. whip v. BREH
22.hand ... over 3B

i 2
/

1. "I wish Central Bank would be robbed, "“3; B &0/ \WBITHIIE, " -
‘wish” BN BRE, R, RN EMATNRT AR ETSE,

That NSRS AR, that BERIE, HIL0.
I wish | were rich. FEERBEE,
2. What is to prevent Bank Teller B . . . {+ABEBRIFBITH445 B



S BIFrOaemF. HiK:
1) | am to have supper with Tom today. SEAREBAZE—EEZGRNR.
2) You are to stand-here. Do you understand? {REIGTHX) |, ITEEE T 12?
3. For one thing, ... . For another thing, ...
£ thing BB, BN BF JHERT N, ), ks IERE. Bid:
We’d better give up the idea of making a long trip. For one thing, there isn’t time; for
another (thing), we don’t have enough money. i IREBRAKERTH=L. —B9E
B8, BIMNEI RSB B

L

Exercise:
I. Check Your Comprehension.

1. George Pickens wished for a robbery because it would _____
a. help him take money without being caught b. make him look like a hero
c. show that Central Bank was important d. make Mr. Ackerman lose his job
2. Before coming to George's cage, the robber _____
a. had a fight with the bank guard b. told the bank guard to lie down
c. pointed his pistol at another teller d. let the customers turn back

3. Nobody saw George taking money for himself because ____.

a. a crowd had gathered in the bank b. George took bills from the bottom of his cashbox

c. all people were lying down or facing the wall d. everyone was watching the robber leave
4. George did not learn who the robber really was until ____.

a. Mr. Bell began taking an audit b. Mr. Gurrows called him in

¢. Mr. Caruthers explained it to him d. Mr. Ackerman revealed the secret
5. The bank robber was really _____ .

a. Mr. Carruthers, a former president of the bank b. Mr. Bell, the bank’s chief auditor

c. a famous actor hired by the bank d. a friend of George

IL Translate the Underlined Sentences into Chinese.

II. Short Answer Questions.

. What kind of person was George Pickens?
2. What was the way he thought of to get the money from the bank?
3. What would happen to him at last?
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Unit 2

Fire Fighters

Warm-up:
1. What did people do fto fight fires in the early days?
2. Where did the fire brigade appear first?

Since time began. man has lived in fear of fire. For hundreds of
years only simple methods were used to fight this cruel enemy. Men did
little more than throw buckets!"! of water on the flames'?’ . Yet as far
back as the ancient days of Egypt, men knew that they must work as a
team against this peril*. The oldest known device* was a water pump'®,

It was in use in Alexandria about 200 B. C. A short time later the

L1061 [7)

Greeks'®!' and Romans'”! were using hand-operated fire engines.

Rome was the first city in the world to have a fire brigade!*! .
During the reign of Augustus Caesar. from 27 B.C. to A.D. 14,
there were between six thousand and seven thousand fire fighters.
Slaves were also trained to fight fires. Although Rome was a rich and
beautiful city, it did have a slum quarter'®! | The houses there were
built of wood. Each family kept a flame burning on an open altar'"®’ at
all times to honor the gods. No wonder so many fires started.

Roman firemen wore metal helmets!''!, leather jackets, and
leather trousers. Some carried “siphones”, which were wooden hand
pumps. Others were armed with axes, hammers, and iron bars. Some
carried short ladders that could be hooked together. These were used to
climb to the tops of tall structures.

“Nocturnes” were stationed'!?! along the streets of Rome. These
men would shout the alarm along the line to the nearest “castra”, or
firehouse. The fire brigade would then rush to the burning building.

The first men to arrive were the “aquari” . Each man carried a

light earthenware"*! vase''*!. (1)The men formed two human chains to

W
G:XPRESSIONS

ORDS AND

00 3 O W bW N

10.
1L
12.
13.
14.

. bucket n. 7KHH
.flame n. K18

.peril n. fapE

. device n. -
.pump n. |

. Greek n. FhEA
.Roman n. FGA

. fire brigade JHBHBA, $

9.

K BA

slum quarter #{ R X
altar n. XI5
helmet n. 3%Z%
station v. &H,HH,
earthenware n. Pi2§

vase n. #ﬁ@
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the nearest well. One chain passed full vases. The other chain passed (WORDS AND

empty ones for refilling!"”! . Soon the jars would begin pouring a steady EXPRESSIONS

stream of water into the siphones. About this time a chariot!"®! bearing!'"!

the “prefectus vigilum”, the fire chief, would arrive. 15. refill ». BERH,H
(2) There were also doctors ready to care for the injured or for those B

overcome by smoke. Pillow bearers were on hand™®! too. Each brought a 16. chariot n. B%
large leather pillow stuffed with feathers. Anyone forced to leap out of a 17. bear v. AR, Pa

window would jump onto the pillow. 18. on hand BLA (%), &
The most feared of all the Roman officials would be the last to ar- AL (1), B (84)
rive. He was the “questionarius”. His duties were like those of a mod- 19. marshal n. B

ern fire marshal®’. He tried to find how the fire started and who was to 20. flare up(:K) ZEMRM
blame. gk

(3) Rome s fire-fighting brigade remained until the fall of the em-

pire in the fourth century. In the Dark Ages that followed, it was be-

lieved that fires were God's punishment of the people for their sins. And
from the fourth to the fourteenth century, men often did not try very hard
to put out the fires that flared up®™' . Many families were made home-
less, and there was much needless suffering. It was not until well into
the 1600s that towns and cities in Europe started their own fire brigades.

Today modern equipment helps the trained fireman to do a much

better job. (4) Fire will remain a hazard, but the men of the fire de-

partments all over the world will continue to lessen the dangers.

I ]
Notes:

1. Each family kept a flame burning on an open altar at alf times to honor the gods. BT RE
BERENFTIRIRR— BN K%,
at all times B4
honor the gods £
2. No wonder so many fires started. ¥R &4 TIXABW T,
no wonder BEEIES “that”, thELURAT “It is no wonder (that) ”
BRE W, —REFER”, B
No wonder that he has passed the examination. MERMEBRAET
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Exercise:
I. Check Your Comprehension.
1. Under Augustus Caesar, Rome had

N

a.
b.
c.

d.

almost no firemen
several hundred firemen
several thousand firemen

there are no details mentioned in the article

. The duty of a “nocturne” was to

a.
b.
c.

d.

raise the fire alarm
operate the hand pump
climb the fire ladder

no details are mentioned in the article

. Who arrived first?

a.

C.

a.

C.

The “prefectus vigilum”~ b. The “aquari’

13 o . " “, ”
The ~questionarius d. The “siphones

Like the “questionarius”, today s fire marshal

organizes the brigade b. trains the firemen

mans the fire engine d. investigates the cause of fires

. When fire destroyed a home during the Dark Ages, people .

a.
b.

(o]

&

felt that the fire was a punishment by God
tried to learn why the fire started
wished the brigade had arrived earlier

fought it bravely

II. Translate the Underlined Sentences into Chinese.

Books and friends should be few but good.
SET O & K3 &N

[ I UL
slmeemel e enlon,

+  Knowledge comes from diligence.

-\-
L kimBThE,
*
.l
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ye
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Unit 3

The Earth’s Spreading Deserts

Warm-up:

1. What does the word “desert” mean? Give a definition.

2. Can you describe the life in the desert areas?

Only a generation ago, Mauritania s'*' city was many days’ walk

from the Sahara. Today it is in the Sahara'?’ . (1) The sand blows

“WORDS AND

EXPRESSIONS

through the city streets and piles up against walls and fences. The desert

stretches”' out as far as the eye can see..
i4]

In some parts of the Amazon'*' rain forest in Brazil. all the trees
have been cut down. The earth lies bare'®! and dry in the hot sun.
Nothing grows there any more.

Over vast areas of every continent, the rainfall and vegetation'®!
necessary for life are disappearing. Already more than 40 percent of the
earth’s land is desert or desert-like. About 628 million people — one
out of seven — live in these dry regions. In the past, they have managed
to survive, but with difficulty. Now, largely through problems caused by
modern life, their existence is threatened by the slow, steady spread of

the earth’s deserts.

Many countries first became concerned'”’ in the 1970s after a ter-

t[S\ tio}

rible drought'®' and famine'®! destroyed Africa’s Sahel, the fragile

desert along the south edge of the Sahara. (2)Thousands of people died

the starving people.

Droughts and crop failures are not new in desert regions. They have
been a fact of life for thousands of years. However. few people lived in
desert regions in the past. They kept few animals, and they moved
11]

frequently. Today s problems are caused in great part by distinctly!

modern factors. In the Sahel, for example, Africans benefited from

1. Mauritania 7. &EH
XL

2. Sghara n. PARLVB

3. stretch v. RE{H,{H &

4. Amazon n. W 1hBH

5. bare adj. FCRERERY

6. vegetation n. %),
AR ,

7. coneem v, K>, RE

8. drought n. 8%, TH

9. famine n. YIFE

10. fragile & MEHTE, B
HIREY -

11. distinctly ad. WA

12. topsoﬂu.ii%




| b
o

o]
(

i
=V

improvements in public health and modern farming methods. New water
wells encouraged people to settle down on the land near the wells. The
population grew. Farmers planted more crops and enlarged their herds of
cattle, sheep, and goats. The}; became dependent on the new wells.
When the drought came, the crops failed and the cattle ate all the grass
around the overworked wells, the fragile land quickly lost its topsoil''?!
and became nothing but sand and dust.

Muany countries are experiencing similar problems. Poor land is
farmed"*! until it is worn out, and trees are cut for firewood, leaving the
soil unprotected against wind and rain. In Peru ", Chile"! and Brazil
"', some areas that once were covered with forests now look like the
moon. In India, some land has been so badly damaged by farming and
tree cutting that mud now slides into the Indus!"”" and Ganges''®! rivers.
Cattle, sheep, and goats add to the problem by eating grass and other
plants faster than they can grow back. In the United States, some highly
populated areas (such as Los Angeles) are really deserts. Water must be
piped in from hundreds of miles away and this affects the water supply of
other California communities.

(3)Scientists still do not understand all the complex problems of the

desert, but there have been many ideas for saving the land. Saudi

Arabia'®! has planted 10 million trees to help keep the sand from taking

1} areas. The Israclis are again using some of the water

over fertile
collection systems left by the ancient people in the Negev desert. They
plan to water their orchards with the extra water. Some Sahel farmers
still raise cattle on their poor farm land. but before the cattle are sold,
they are taken to greener lands in the south to get fat.

The spread of the deserts affects most countries. (4) The big

space without destroying the land it lives on? For many countries, bat-
tling the desert is the only chance to avoid starvation, destruction, and

disaster.

S ‘ —

Notes:

WORDS AND
EXPRESSIONS

13. farm v BEE( M)

14. Peru n. H&

15. Chile n. F#

16. Brazil n. B

17. Indus n. ERE

18. Ganges n. {H{H

19. Saudi Arabia YPHEH]
A '

20. fertile . (- #b) BB
B, 20, BN

B

1. The desert stretches out as far as the eye can see. I REIMBERIE e et 75,
“as far as” XY “Fhe - BRE, H 2B K. as far as | know BT

as far as I’m concerned FBE TS, URFEIS,,
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2. Poor land is farmed until it is worn out ... B LHIBFHESSENEE - -
‘wear out” BNE - FBRLERT,
3. Saudi Arabia has planted . .. from taking over ... .
IMFRIRHBAR S —F O ENCS LD R EIRIERE 1 1,
“take over” BN GE, BT, BIE,

Exercise:
I. Check Your Comprehension.
1. In paragraph 4, what is the Sahel ?
a. The great drought and famine in Africa.
b. The desert along the south edge of the Sahara.
c. The death of thousands of people.
d. A place where the Sahara is.

2. In paragraph 5, improvements in public health and modern methods are examples of ___.
a. distinctly modern factors b. the droughts and crop failures
¢. a fact of life in dry regions d. overworked wells
3. In paragraph 6, “many countries are experiencing similar problems” . “Similar problems” refer
to_____
a. simple problems b. the problems discussed in paragraph 5

c. problems that have existed for thousands of years

d. the same problems

4. In paragraph 7, “they are taken to the greener lands in the south. ” “They” refer to
a. the Sahel farm land b. the farmers
c. the cattle d. the sheep

5. In paragraph 8, the words “starvation, destruction, and disaster

have no emotional meaning

o

are used because a group of nouns are considered a good style at the end of an article

are emotional words used to emphasize the terrible situation

o

&

are used for the effect of exaggeration

II. Translate the Underlined Sentences into Chinese.

M. Short Answer Questions.
1. How much of the earth’s land is desert or desert-like?
2. What are the common things in desert regions?

3. What causes the desert?



Unit 4

Twenty Thousand Leagues
Under the Sea

Warm-up:
1. Who was Jules Verne?
2. How many books did he wrife?
3. What are the features of his books?

Twentv thousand leagues under the sea is a fascinating'’’ tale of
(31

adventure with Captain Nemo (“No Name™) in his submarine!® ship,
the NAUTILUS. We find the story thrilling'*!, readers of Jules Verne’s
day must have found it much more exciting. Nobody at that time had
made a practical'*! submarine. The NAUTILUS was the product of the
author’s imagination. '

Jules Verne had been around ships and boats most of his life. But
his trip to America in 1867 was his first ncean voyage.

The ship that carried Verne from his native France was the GREAT
EASTERN. She was the largest and most splendid passenger ship of the
time. But Verne was not interested in her because of what she was in
1867: his interest was in what she had been the year before. Without
her splendid fittings'®', she had been used to lay the first successful
Atlantic cable’ linking England and America.

Many who had helped were still members of the crew!®). And Cyrus
Field, whose vision'®! had led to the work, was a passenger. This was a
wonderful opportunity for Verne. He might find an answer to a question
that had long interested him: What was on the bottom of the ocean?

(1) Verne made the most of this opportunity. With his notebook, he

followed crew members around. What kind of submarine life had they
brought up by the huge grapples'™®' used v find the end of the cable
when it broke? What kind of fish had they seen? What sea weeds?

What shells? What did they know about the ocean's currents'"''? It’s

WORDS AND
EXPRESSIONS

N -

1. league n. H#s (IHBE}
KBEHA)

2. fascinating a. 4 A 3§
b3

3. submarine n. #7KAE

4. thrilling a. 4 AM

Bhiy

. practical o. B

fitting n. &

ccrew n. (RUMER

. vision n. &R,

®h ‘
10. grapple n. ély

11. current n. I.Kﬁi/

IS - NV




