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The Wall Paintings in the Ancient Tombs in Hebei Province
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THE WALIL PAINTINGS IN
THE ANCIENT TOMBS IN HEBEI PROVINCE

Chinesc wall paintings have a long history; of which those painted in the
ancient tombs is a most important part in the history of art in China. They showed
us the true historical aspect in the past and filled the gaps in the Chinese (ine art
history. They have special value both in the art and science. With the development
of archacological discovery, many tombs with wall paintings were found in the arca
of Hebei Province, such as Eastern Han (25 ~220 A. D.) tombs in Anping and
Wangdu, Northern Dynasties (386 -381 A. D.) tombs in Jingxian, Cixian, Five
Dynasties (907 960 A. D.) tombs in Quyang, Northern Song (960~ 1127 A. D.)
tombs in Pingshan and Wuyi, Liao (907 ~ 1125 A. D.) tombs in Pingquan and
Xuanhua, Jin (1115 ~1234 A. D.) tombs in Jingxing, etc.

Tomb of Eastern Han Dynasty at Lujiazhuang in Anping County The
magnificent wall paintings show the official carcer of the occupant of the tomb. The
painter paid more attention to describe the vast scenes of the procession by horses
and carriages. The horses, strong and vigorous and fat, arc painted simply as
marks. The figures are also painted simply without more details. The enormous and
powerful procession consists of rows of horses, carriages and figures. The lines and
touches, rough and force, indicate an intense, ardent and inspiring atmosphere.

No. 1 tomb of Eastern Han Dynasty in Wangdu County The wall paintings
depict the occupant as a high rank official, who was escorted by big crowds in [ront
and behind. The people are in different status and manner with the ranks in the
upper part of the pictures. It is valuable for the study of the official system in Han
Dynasty. The attendants arc kneeling with hu-boards in hands, heads bent and
bodies forward. The guards in front of the occupant's carriage look strong and fierce
with eves wide open and beard upside down. The shubo-officer is sitting on the low
stool leisurely.

Tombs of Northern Dynasties in Cixian county Several tombs with wall

painting of Northern Dynasties have been excavated in Cixian, such as the princess

Ruru’ tomb of Eastern Wei Dynasty (534 ~550 A. D.) at Dazhongyingcun, the
noble Gao Run’ tomb of Northern Qi Dvnasty (550 ~ 577 A. D.) at




Donghuaishucun, and the imperial tomb of Northern Qi Dynasty at Wanzhang.
The wall paintings of imperial tomb at Wanzhang are the best and in largest scale.
They show the magnificent scene that the occupant was escorted and led to the
heaven in different spaces. The pictures are colorful, realistic and full of
imagination. The figures are, as tall as real persons walking slowly. They look
solemn and respectful, and are vividly painted. They represent the art achievement
of Northern dynasties palace paintings, also have an important value in the research
of history, garment, and honor and guard system.

Wang Chuzhi’ tomb of Five Dynasties in Quyang County Most wall paintings
are in screen style, such as big standing screen of ink landscape, applying color
flower-and-bird screen in fan face style. Flower-and-bird paintings with very
minutely and precisely executed are in largest quantity, then landscape and
portraiture with ink lines and colors. The figures are elegant and dignified. The ink
landscape painting on the north wall in front chamber is the earliest wall painting
excavated with exact time by now. It was drawn in a hurry on the stone wall with
white paste between front and rear chambers just before the tomb was finished. It is
the last work in the tomb and very similar to the paintings by [Dong Yuan, a very
famous painter at that time.

Tombs of Liao Dynasty at Xiabali in Xuanhua County There are plenty of
wall paintings in the tomb, including some constellation plates, and pictures of
procession, playing musical instruments and dancing, drinking tea, playing
children, three old men playing chess, woman closing the door and so on. The
figures wear either Han or Kitan clothes, which shows the nationalities’ combination
in late Liao dynasty.

Tombs of Jin Dynasty at Shizhuang in Jingxing County Combining the brick
engraving into painting, pictures show occupant’s life when he was alive, such as
feast, playing musical instruments and dancing, donating. There are also some
about rural scenery and farmer working in the field, such as ploughing and
harvesting, wild geese and reed. herding, etc., as well as pictures of gods. They
were painted by folk painters with rash and free lines, but have deep flavor of life.

Representing different historical phase, these wall paintings form a set to reveal
the development and the high level of Chinese wall paintings in ancient tombs from
Han to Liao and Jin period. Meanwhile they also show some characters of those in

Hebei area.
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The tomb of Eastern Han Dynasty
at Lujiazhuang, Anping County
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Mural on the east wall in center chamber
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Mural on the south wall in center chamber




