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Abstract

Capital City exerts a great impact on the political life of a
state. The construction, development and administration of Capital
City is a major issue concerning the rise and decline of a state. A
nation, as a political entity, must generally consist of four essential
elements: people, government, territory and jurisdiction. “Terri-
tory” is the spatial element of a nation, and capital is the major
component of the national territory, the “power container” that
holds the political pivot and power organs of the state closely con-
necting people and government, territory and jurisdiction. Capital
City functions refer to the tasks and roles of a peculiar city—Capi-
tal City, in the political , economic and cultural life of a nation.

The purposes of this book were to study the functions of capi-
tal cities from the perspective of comparative politics, and find out
the essence and types of capital cities, the regular pattern and im-
plementing conditions of overlap of functions, the scope and admin-
istrative systems of capital functions, and the trend of future devel-
opment of capital cities. This book emphasized studying the func-
tions of capital cities by focusing on both facts and theories, and
adopted several demonstrative methods, such as the system theory
and functional analysis, comparative method, historical method,
case study method, and interview survey method.

The present study first investigated the connotation and
essence of capital cities, and then brought forward that a capital is
of national

'y

the center of political administration, the “container’
power, and the symbol of foundation and conformity of a nation-
state. This book divided all capital citfes into two classes, “unique-
function” and “multi-function,” and analyzed their typical cases,
respectively.

This book put forward the “overlap theory of functions of cap-
ital cities”, and systematically analyzed the overlap process of func-

tions of capital cities, overlap patterns, overlap degrees, and the




theoretical conditions of implementing those functions. The system
of functions, the core functions, the overlap functions, and the
support systems were also systematically analyzed. In this book,
the scope of the functions and their administrative system were
studied.

The 21st century is one with highly developed city civilization.
With the coming of globalization, information and knowledge soci-
ety, the functions of Capital City will enter a new historical stage.
Economic globalization and knowledge economy will bring about
closer world-wide ties. At the same time, cooperation and conflicts
among countries and regions will accordingly increase; manage-
ment and development of cities will tend to be more oriented to-
ward market and multiple functions will become more conspicuous.
Faced with various changes in the new century, those capital cities
that can not meet their due conditions and requirements will have
to take the ultimate solution—moving the capital. Therefore, it is
not only crucial to the development of Capital City itself, but also
to the future of the state that we should comprehensively analysis
the development trend and challenges Capital City will be confront-
ed with, and take effective countermoves.

In this book, the author analyzed and predicting the prospects
and development strategies of Capital City with reference to the
trends in the new century—economic globalization, counter-urban-
ization, information-oriented society and aging society, advanced
the concepts of “International Capital,” “Digital Capital,” “Green
Capital,” and “Silver Capital. ” The author also analyzed the impe-
tus of development of capital cities from the three aspects that are
politics, technology, economy and policy, and put forwarded the
opinion of “moving a capital by transferring its functions. ”
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