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Vice President Al Gore’s Speech
at the Harvard University

M. C. : Twenty —five years ago, vice President Al Gore
received a degree in Government, with Honors, from
Harvard College. Today he returns as the first incumbent ©
Vice President of the United states to be a Harvard com-
mencement speaker and the recipient of an honorary de-
gree. It is a very great honor to introduce Vice President, Al
Gore.

Al Gore: Thank you, thank you. Thank you very much,
Sharon Ganyon, President Neil Rudenstein and Angelica
Rudenstein, members of the Harvard corporation board and
board of overseas, faculty, students, alumni ®, distin-
guished guests. Before we begin I would like to bring your
attention to a small item on the inside cover of the June 4th
issue of the Boston Globe ® magazine. Correction: “The
May 29th cover story on Vice President Al Gore sug-
gested he is funny. He is not. The Globe regrets the
error, P'm used to that. It's no secret that I ran for
President in 1988 although it seemed like one at the
time. It was a character building experience, I learned
a lot of new jokes. “Al Gore is so boring! His secret

service code name is Al Gore. ” “If you use as strobe ®
light, it looks like Al Gore is moving. = “Al Gore is

FAMOUS ADDRESS



LBMERFF « RRASHXF o) 3 3

REBREKMAR - XR
EIE AR RN

ERFAN 25 0L BBRMR - X
RARMG B K ¥ 8 F 0917 BUR B AL
FHREFERFES . 4R, EHXE
ERASKEERFRME AN, XK
BB E—BHAE, EELAi
W FEF R ERNAKG
B BRFIR - X/Ro

BI/R « J0/R 5, . TRABRBHK
11,84 - HH, BR - FRHTERKA
RAFF - FEHA, RHRANEHE
BRRWINA T RER S , BT, H
07, AR . EFVFET, REH
AREENANAELE(EHHEN
WEW—%&EiR. EE: “XRTR &SGR
KRR, EEAZTNLERNHEEAD
HEPRAMGRER, BiHFERL, (&
I ERHEEHFEK. "R XHY
HECILAE ABTRAM 1988 FRHE

EYRSE, REAHEERGBB/EA|,

B, ZR—FERERF, APREIS
AEE, PR - RRKZHRT ! AbgF
AR5 2 RIBBRBIR - /R, "0

FHWR

@ incumbent
[in'kAmbont] 7 B &)
@ alumni[2'lAmnai]
(pl. alumnus)$
Byw4h BRE,¥

® gIObe *lﬁz ,ﬁ
FE+E{(ERIZE
@ strobe[stroub]{A

X4



4 Vice President Al Gore’s Speech at the Harvard University

i

“Al Gore is an

inspiration to the millions of Americans who suffer from

so stiff racks by the suits of him.’

Dutchelm © disease. ” “How can you tell Al Gore from
a room full of Secret Service agenis? He is the stiff
one. | heard most of them, but every time ] hear a
new one I always have the same reaction: “ Very funny,
Tipper. ” In order to escape that demeaning @ ridicule
and reclaim my dignity, I decided to run for Vice
President of the USA. It has been an interesting ex-
perience, one which has not taken me entirely away
from the Senate. You may have noticed that I've had a
chance to vote a few times in the last sixteen months.
The experience has made me a more optimistic person
because I've noticed the pattern that the news media
has almost completely missed but if you watch on C -
Span @ you will find this pattern holds: every time I
vote, we win. It works like a charm.

A Harvard commencement is a special occasion. How
could anyone not have been thrilled by this morning’s as-
sembly? 25, 000 people packed in the Harvard yard to
celebrate one of the great occasions of life. I loved it all,
and I love this great gathering again and I've especially
enjoyed my 25th reunion, I'm so proud of my class of
1969! We're the ones who beat Yale by a tight score, if
you remember!

I believe in you, all of you here, individually and as a
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6 Vice President Al Gore’s Speech at the Harvard University

group. The cynics ©

say you are motivated principally by
greed and that ultimately you will care for nothing other
than yourselves. But the cynics are wrong. You care about
each other, you cherish freedom, you treasure justice,
you seek truth. And finally, I believe in America. Cynics
will say we've lost our ways that the American century is
at its end. But again, the cynics are wrong. Ainerica is
still the model to which the world aspires. Almost every-
where in the world the values that the US has proclaimed,
defended , and tried to live are now rising. In the end we
face a fundamental choice: cynicism or faith ®, each e-
qually capable of taking root in our souls and shaping @
our lives as self fulfilling prophecies. I believe we must
open our hearts to each other and build on all the vast and
creative possibilities of America. This is a task for a con-
fident people, which is what we have been throughout our
history and what we still are in our deepest character. |

believe in our future.
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Thanks for Everything
By Fred Bzuer

My wife, Shirley, and I have gone on vacations to a
quiet beach in Southwestern Florida for most of our
married life. But I realized one day that I had rarely
expressed my gratitude to the one who'd lived those
years with me. On our 40th wedding anniversary,
Shirley and I walked again the familiar margin of the
sea. I told her then how thankful I was that she shared
my life. '

We don’t have to wait for anniversaries to thank the
ones closest to us—the ones so easily overlooked. If 1
have learned anything about giving thanks, it is this: give
it now! While your feeling of appreciation is alive and
sincere, act on it. Saying thanks is such an easy way to
add to the world’s happiness.

A few years ago, a young woman from a neighboring
town won a scholarship to a prestigious college. Although
the innercity high school she attended was plagued with
problems, she overcame them and excelled. When she
graduated, she commended the school for its challenging
courses and her teachers for their special interest and en-
couragement. I can’t say enough good things about the

school and the teachers who gave so much of themselves, "
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10 Thanks for Everything

she said. “I shall be eternally grateful to them. ”

Saying thanks not only brightens someone else’s world,
it brightens yours. If you're feeling left out, unloved or
unappreciated, try reaching out to others. It may be just
the medicine you need.

Once a doctor gave an unusual prescription to patients
afflicted with worry, fear, discouragement or self-doubt.
The doctor called it his“thank-you cure”. “For six weeks I
want you to say thank you whenever anyone does you a
favor. And to show you mean it, emphasize the words
with a smile. ~ Within six weeks, most of the doctor’s
patients showed great improvement.

Of course, there are times when you can’t express
gratitude immediately. In that case don’t let embarrass-
ment sink you into silence—speak up the first time you
have the chance.

I recently returned home to Montpelier, Ohio, for a
short visit. Memories of my boyhood flooded back as I
walked the familiar streets. Then I saw Mrs. Bible, and
my mind flashed back to high school.

I was a freshman, more intersted in sports than
schoolwork, and I was falling behind in my Latin class.
Then Violet Bible, a neighbor who was a schoolteacher,
found out about my problem. “Oh, Latin’s great fun. ”
she told me. “Come over tonight after dinner and Ill

show you. " For the next several weeks, she tutored me
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