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A CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE OF THE
MONGOLIAN FOLK LITERATURE

ABSTRACT

Folk literature is in effect a component in folklore. Yet
the various phenomena of the folklore belong 10 the larger di-
mension of folk culture, it being the important element in the
formation of the traditional culture of the minority nationali-
ties. Nowadays in the interchange of the Chinese and Western
cultures. If we only apply the conception, theory and methods
of the pure literature to this kind of folk literature, that is cer-
tainly very insufficient, which will result in the withering of
the academic research in the end.

Equipped with this academic viewpoint, based on ethnolo-
gy and folklore, armed with rich first—hand materials of field-
work and a mastery of the minority s language, observing
from the visual angle of folk culture and referring to the for-
eign and domestic reference materiala, the author has made a
history —tracing, synchronic research into some sorts of Mon-
golian folk literary works. In the analysis of the Mongolian
proverbs, we can see the philosophy, concepts of value, anes-
thetic standards of the Mongolian noniads, 1he poetic blending
of the northern minority people and Mongolian folk riddles,

epices, the descriptions of the stories. Through the cultural
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comparison of Sino—Mongolian culture, Mongolian— Tibetan
culture, and even the Altai — languages — speaking natiinali-
ties, the author makes the most endeavour to reveal the ex-
change, mutual complementary learning, mutual borrowing,
blending and historical , behavioural psycholegy and the way of
cognition.

The Mongolian people is a transnational people and Mon-
golopy is an international branch of social sciences. The apper-
arance of the new structure of China. the ex — USSR, and
Mongolia adds much newer drive to Mongology. With the
open policy of Northern China, the author advocates the com-
prehensive studies of overall culture of Western Mongology
and Oirat. The author expresses these ideas at some interna-
tional conferences for Mongologists, having attracted the at-
tention of other MongolOgists both st home and abroad. The
author is an M. A. tutor of N. W, ethnology and folklore, 2
specialist of (ancient) Mongolian language and a folklorist.
The data and materials chozen are sound, with novel perspec-
tives and diversified methods of research and a new —path—
opening —up spirit.

The author is very serious in his studies. His language is
vivid and clear, thus endowing the book with academic value
and great readability. It is a reference book for people who de-
vote themselves to ethnology, folklore and cultural studies and

university students of the kumanities.
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