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The Mititary Museum of China
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PREFACE

The Military Museurn of China is considered being one of Beijing's landmarks. Built in the early 1950s, it is located on
the lakeside of Yuyantan on the western outskirts of the city. The museum covers an area of 80,000 square meters,
with a floor space of 60,000 square meters and an exhibition space of 40,000 square meters, with its main building
94.7 meters high.

The Military Museum of China is the largest of its kind in China, and mainly displays artifacts and cultural relics
related to Chinese military history. Furthermore detailed descriptions of famous battles, portraits of eminent generals
and strategists of ancient China, as well as explanations of military theory, science, technology, and weapon
development feature prominently in its exhibition halls.

In addition, it exhibits and documents the achievements in the construction of a modem national defense and the
People's Liberation Army. The museum is a window on military culture of ancient China as well as the military
development of modern China. '

The ancient Battle Hall, opened in 1988, is dedicated to the miiitary history of ancient China and exhibits thousands
of related cultural relics. Early weapons made of diverse kinds stone and metal will lead museum visitors back to the
battlefields of ancient China.

The Yeliow River (Huanghe) has given birth to the Chinese civilization. The first battiefields of China are inextricably
linked to that great river, and the people living in the Huanghe River region have made great contributions to military
culture, science and technology. A fact perhaps best exemplified by the famed armies of terra-cotta warriors guarding
the tomb of the First Emperor of the Qin Dynasty, Qin Shi Huang.

Exhibits of past ages include such pieces as stone knives from the Chinese Neolithic, bamboo made bows dating
from the Spring and Autumn period (770-476 B. C), iron halberds of the Warring States period (475-221 B.C), bronze
drums from the Southen Dynasties (420-589 AD), as well as body armors of the Qing Dynasty (‘f644-191 1).

The 200 photos of ancient military and weaponry selected here should be able to amply represent the unique military
culture of the Chinese Nation through the ages. It is also intended to demonstrate the remarkable achievements the

Chinese Nation has made in preservation of world peace, as well as for progress of humanity.
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AnC|ent Military Books
and Military Thoughts

Ancnent m|I|tary books
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The book and the illustrations of the battle
formations of the yellow-bordered banner
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The Outline of Military Science

by Zeng Gonghang
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A Record of Military Affairs

by Mao Yuanyi
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Bamboo-stripped

military books

Bamboo strips of Sun Zi:

The Art of War

unearthed from a Han tomb in Mt. Yinque, Linyi
County of Shandong Province
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Bamboo strips of Sun Bin:

The Art of War ‘

unearthed from a Han :
tomb in Mt. Yinque, Linyi County of Shandong
Province.

M E RN



(=) FR|BH=FRAR
The Thought of Active Defense
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Acopyof Sun Zi:The Art of War of
the Yuan Dynasty (1368-1644) unearthed

from Xin’an (Huangshan City of Anhui
Province today)
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A copy of Questions and Answers by
Li Weigong in the year 1705 during the

reign of Emperor Kang Xi of the Qing
Dynasty
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Bamboo strips of Wei Liaozi unearthed
from a tomb of the Han Dynasty in Mt.

Yinque in Linyi County, Shandong
Province
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A copy of Three Strategies by Huang

Shifrom the Complete Library in the Four
Branches of Literature
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A copy of Notes on Wei Liaozi
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A copy of Sun Zi: The Art
of Warjn Xixia language
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A copy of Sun Zi Can Tong printed
in black and red in the Ming Dynasty
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CREFRZ - REFERE
A hand-copied book of On Conquering
the Enemy of the Qing Dynasty (1644-
1911)
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Perforated stone blade

New Stone Age (8000-2100 B.C.)
unearthed from Xuejiagang, Qianshan
County, Anhui Province
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Perforated stone blade

China,

Neolithic period (approx. 2000-8000 BC)
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Stone spear,

China,

Neolithic period (approx. 2000-8000 B.C.)
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Stone spear,

China,

Neolithic period (approx. 2000-8000 B.C.)

1

¢

T

LR~ T Y




