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Invitation to Future Contributors of
the Journal for the Study of Christian Culture
and Explanation of our

Anonymous Appraisal System

The Journal for the Study of Christian Culture is sponsored by
the Institute for the Study of Christian Culture at the Renmin (Peo-
ple’s) University of China. and is supported by Professional &. Ed-
ucational Services International, Inc. (PESI) and the Publishing
House of People’s Daily. This is « biannual refereed journal. We
welcome articles on the dialogue between Chinese culture and Chris-
tianity , the study of Christian thinkers, the interpretation of Chris-
tian doctrine and classics. Christian culture and literature, Chris-
tianity and social ethics, and the history of Christianity in China.
We also welcome book reviews and introductions to new books. The
Chinese titles of the different sections of the Journal are quotations
from Nestorian writings in commemoration of the arrival of Chris-

tianity in China.

The Institute for the Study of Christian Culture at Renmin
(People’s) University in China and the Editors of the Journal are
honored to have received many articles since our first two issues,

contributed by scholars from China and abroad. We appreciate such
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support and affirmation. From the inception of the Jowrnal, we
have adopted a strict appraisal system practiced internationally in
which information of authorship is withheld from the referees. All
articles are therefore appraised anonymously. We regret if articles
submitted by reputable scholars have not been accepted through this

appraisal system.

It is also customary practice internationally to require all
manuscripts submitted to journals to conform to a certain format of
presentation. Manuscripts which fall short of the specification will
not be accepted for appraisal. Contributors to our Journal from the
mainland of China, Hong Kong as well as Taiwan, Europe, and
North America, may be accustomed to different methods of writing
and notation. In order to guarantee an impartial anonymous ap-
praisal system, we present below our required format for the refer-

ence of those who would like to contribute to our Journal.

1. There is no official limit to the length of each article; a gen-
eral guideline would be 8,000 to 15,000 words.

2. The article should be type-written on A4 size paper. It may
be submitted on computer disk or by e-mail.

3. Footnotes rather than end notes should be used. Quotations
in different languages should be provided with their sources in the
original languages in the following order: name of author, title of
book, city where published. publisher, date of publication, page
reference.

4. The article should be submitted with a 500-word abstract in
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both Chinese and English, and a 100-word introduction to the au-
thor.

5. Articles that meet the above requirement will be appraised
anonymously by at least 2 referees from China and oversea with ex-
pertise in relevant fields. The Editor-in-Chief will select articles

based upon expert recommendations of the referees.

As the old saying goes. the search for truth brings us into dia-
logue with the Wise, the Virtuous, and with The Other. It calls us
to listen in silence and soliloquy. Embracing the spirit of “harmony
in diversity” , we wish to create through the Journal a forum for the
meeting of minds between secular and religious scholars of China

and the West.

Institute for the Study of Christian Culture
Renmin (People’s) University of China

P.O. Box 7

Beijing, 100872, China

Tel/Fax: 86-10-62514619

E-mail: meiying@public. bta. net. cn
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Enlightenment Discourse and Chinese Christian Apologetics

ikl RFREF
Sun Shangyang Peking University

[(XERE]

19th century Christianity was attacked and resisted by tradi
tional Chinese culture. By the 20th century, Christianity’s chal
lenge in China came from modern science. In the first half of the
century, the import of enlightenment discourse impacted both
Christianity and traditional Chinese culture. Christianity had to de-
velop an apologetics in response to the new knowledge system based
on science and the new mentality shaped by scientism.

Leading secular thinkers believed that the conflict between sci-
ence and religion was inevitable and irreconcilable. In response,
some Chinese Christian theologians argued that the conflict was not
an intrinsic conflict between the true spirit of science and Christiani-
ty, but a contingent conflict between scientists and the institutional-
ized church as well as some narrow-minded Christian individuals at &
given point in history. Their apologetics tended to differentiate be-
tween the sphere and functional field of science and religion. Based
on this differentiation, they tried to establish a theory for the co-ex-
istence of science and religion, ‘working hard in search for common
grounds upon which to promote mutual assistance between them.

From the liberal arm of the church, Chinese theologians re-
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sponded to the challenge of science through the “rationalization” of
Christianity; they dia not hesitate to discard certain non — rational
elements in biblical faith in order to accommodate modern thinking.
Others responded through the “modernization” of Christianity; they
attempted to introduce the modern form of knowledge into Christian
theology and to establish closer ties between theology and the social
and human sciences. However, in attempting to address the spirit
of their time. Christian theologians had failed 1o demonstrate the
transcendence of Christianity in their development of a Chinese

apologetics.
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