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fmom in thc warld day. Gui hou va-inu miouditie.r dresm. Miao

people’s and Tong peaph s aﬂver adomu compete agmr that of the

other peaples ‘with a thomn‘ ﬁ&m in forms.For example, the Miao people

L

has more than one hlmdred dmmn dresses. They are regarded as the best
colourful ones among various pcms of zhe world . .

‘Guizhou nationalities 'dﬁcrent customs are like multi-coloured romantic
pictures on the plateau,such as the Miao people’s customs “The Eighth of the
Fourth Lunar Month ", “Dancing on the Flower Ground ", “The Miao Spring
Festival” , “ Dragon—Boat Festival” ; Bﬁyi ‘s “The Third of the Third Lunar
Month™;Tong’s “Drum Tower”; Yi's “Torch Festival”; Shui’s “Mao Festival
and “The Fifth of the Fifth Lunar Month”; Gelao’s “Buffalo King Festival’
etc. They bring you very real,elegant and colourful lives.Not only they reflect
many kinds of special customs of the economic lives and social lives,but also
the various customs of folk arts and folkgames.Guizhou is a loving province
of beaufiful scenery, pleasant climate and aboundant resources. She is more
charming and beaufiful with poetic local customs of the nationalities.

In order to develop Guizhou s cultural undertakings,to collect and collate
Guizhou's folk arts, Guizhou Fine Arts Publishing House is editing and
pubilshing “Guizhou Folk Art Collections” .It's a very important and planned
publishing work . ‘

We draft a basic sketch as follows:

“Guizhou Folk Art Collections” is a big—size series and multiple photo
albums . It comprises three parts:

1 .Guizhou Folk Arts:

They show the folk- arts in various forms from various angles.They are
series, traditional craft data and a complete collection with theoretical

descriptions . They "re edited and published as single works or complete works.

1. dresses, head adornments, silver adornments, 2. pottery, 3. lacquer, 4.
bamboo carvings and wood carvings, 5. bamboo weavings, 6. ground opera
mask, elc.

Il .Guizhou s costume patterns

They show the .change in form and construction,from various angles . They
are both valuable historic art data and enjoyable arts. They are edited and
published as single works or complete works.

1 .embroidery 2.cross—stitch 3.wax printing .

Il .Guizhou s different fascinating traditons

They show Guizhou’s colourful mountains and display the complete
course of local customs including real scenes of folk arts and folk games.They
are edited and published as single works or complete works .

I.love and marriage 2.weired customs,3.national festival,4.songs, dances

and instruments, 5 .folk games,6 .architecture
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. PREFACE : An Ruizong
DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL.

MAJESTIC BUYI OPERA
SAN YUE SAN OF THE BAOJING DONG PEOPLE

SISTERS 'FESTIVAL: LOVE-SONGS |

WITH ABSORING INTEREST . £

SI YUE BA IN GUIYANG i

HORSE RACING FESTIVAL IN WEINING

. LUSHENG HUI IN LUDONG

JIE MAO — A SONG FESTIVAL OF THE SHUI

0.DUAN FESTIVAL — A MAJOR TRADITIONAL
FESTIVAL OF THE SHUI PEOPLE
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15.J1 ZU MU (WORSHIP GRANDMOTHER)
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19. THE DONG OPERA AND MIXED CHORUS OF
THE DONG NATIONALILY
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OCCASIONS

A o W B e

D OO -3 O

]

- 21.“GUO GAN NIAN "FESTIVAL OF THE TUJIA

22. JING GU : A GRAND CEREMONY OF THE GE
PEOPLE |

23. LIANG QIAO FESTIVAL IN ZHAITOU , SANSUI
COUNTY '

24. BELL DANCE AND SEA-HORSE DANCE

25.TIAO HUA PO IN THE SEASON FOR BLOSSOMING

26.YIN LONG FESTIVAL IN JIANHE

27.GU SHE JIE IN JIAJIU VILLAGE

28. YUNWU MOUNTAIN FLOWER GROUNDS

29. GAN HUA CHANG ( GO TO THE FLOWERY
GROUND)IN WEINING COUNTY

30. STOOL DANCE IN THE SPRING FESTIVAL

31.BIG YEAR FESTIVAL OF THE BUYI ALONG
THE NANPAN RIVER

32. MAO SHA SHU SINGING FESTIVAL

33.THE LIU YUE BRIDGE IN CHANGSHUN

34.CHA BAI SINGING FESTIVAL

35.CUSTOMS IN THE GELAO MOUNTAIN VILLAGES
36.SCRAMBLE FOR HUAPAO

i
e —— ————

P ——
e . e .~
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"OF GUIZHOU NATIONALITIES

The picture series of “Guizhou Folk Art Collections”are in the form of

an integrate design.

The publication of this picture album Festivals of Guizhou Nationalities is
an important component part of Guizhou Folk Art Collections.

In the course of editing this album,we have been energetically supported
by the Guizhou Institute of Nationalities under the Guizhou Commission of
Nationality Affairs, the Institute of Nationalities of the Guizhou Nationality
College ,the Guizhou Museum and the Library of the Guizhou Academy of
Social Sciences.They deserve some thanks.We also would like to thank Wang
Tianjun and Wan Zhixian for their warm help. Tuo Ling, Shen Fuxin, Shi
Haibo, Tang Wenyuan, Luo Yong and Wu Shenggao helped by writing some
articles; and Chen Zhen , Lu Fujun, Pan Chaolin, Tang Wenyuan and Chen
Ansheng provided us some pictures. In addition, Zhang Xiufu and Zhang
Kunxi from the Guizhou Mapping Bureau drew for the album. Here we

sincerely thank all of them for their kind support and help.
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PREFACE

Guizhou, a treasure land in development of our great motherland, is a
province of beautiful scenery and pleasant climate. It is rich in natural
resources. This is understood more and more deeply by the people. Having a
unique style, the bizarre and beautiful natural landscape, such as rocks , rivers
and karst caves,is a gem of Guizhou tourist resource.But the human culture
landscape composed of the thirteen nationalities — Han, Miao, Buyi, Dong,
Tujia, Yi, Shui, Hui, Gelao, Zhuang, Yao, Man and Bai — inhabiting on this
land for centuries and their ancient civilization and distinctive traditions having
been handed down for two thousand years more is a more precious gem of
the culture treasure—house and tourist resource of Guizhou Province.

The festivals of all the nationalities with different historical origins
constitute a component part of the Guizhou culture treasure—house. Various
festivals with bright and colourful forms of expression manifest the economic,
cultural and social life of each nationality. The festivals also reflect the social
aspirations and the national psychology. These epical festivals are the
summarization of life, full of legendary stories.From all the national festiovals
we can see that the culture with a distant source and a long stream of each
nationality has its natural character and is a crystallization of intelligence and
creation, having great wvitality. Through the language, literature, music, dance,
games , etiquette, custom, cooking, handicraft art, construction and various
sports,even myths and fables of each nationality,all the festival activities show
the cultural social characteristics of each nationality fully by mixing their daily
life ,productive labour and the most secret dreams togather.All the numerous
costums, simple singing and dancing, utterly different customs-and languages
and brilliant skills will make you feel to be on a colourful stagc.The joyous
festivals, rich in poetic flavour, will purify our sentiments, enlighten our wisdom
and enrich our life. They are also inexhaustible and valuable wealth for the
researches in ethnology and folklore.

In compiling and publishing Festivals Of Guizhou Nationalities, we are
trying our best to completely inform the readers of the varied and colourful
festival activities of the minority nationalities in Guizhou.With all respects, we
present Festivals Of Guizhou Nationalities to ethnologic folklore tourists and
researchers in hopes of showing them some reference materials for their studies
of the festival activities of Guizhou nationalities. This is only one of our
attempts
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An Ruizong
(Yi nationality)
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DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL

The dragon boats gathering once a year on the
Qingshuijiang River is the grandest and liveliest festival of the
Miao people. From the twenty—forth to the twenty—seventh of
the fifth lunar month, it lasts four days. Several ten thousand
people of Miao from Taijiang, Zhenyuan, Shibing and Jianhe
. come to attend the grand gathering.

In China, many nationalities celebrate dragon boat festival,
but the Miao’s has its own history. It was said that there was a
vicious dragon making troubles on the Qingshuijiang River in
ancient times. One day the dragon swallowed down the
ten—year—old son of Gu Ya,an old fisherman.Gu Ya was filled
with fury and burned down the dragon’ s palace. The fire
burned nine days and made skies darkened and everything on
the earth obscured. The vicious dragon died and the skies light-
ened again. Gu Ya ridded the people of a special scourage. The
villagers living near and far came to congratulate Gu Ya on his
victory and shared the dragon meat. Pingzhai at upper reaches
shared the head of the dragon, Tanglongzhai of Shidong got the
body. Laotunzhai by a tributary at lower reaches took the tail
and Shidongzhai at middle shared the dragon’s heart, liver and
lungs because they came late. Dragon Boat Festival, therefore is
hold on the first day in Pingzhai, on the second day in
Tanglongzhai, on the third day in Laotunzhai and on the forth
- day back to Shidongkou at the middle reaches of the river.
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1. Brave the wind and the waves.

2. Only the elders who are of noble character and high prestige can hold

the post of Gutou (drum head) and command the dragon boats.

3. The dragon—gong beater is a teenage boy who is dressed as a girl

putting on silver adornments and beats the gong in harmony with the drumbeats.
| 4. Joyously toast all thriving of the domestic animals.
S. Wish a bumper harvest year.

6. Having been congratulated by the villagers ., the rowers lightly stir the

—— =

waters to bid farewell.

7. The dragon—boat race. (Photo by:Chen Zhen)
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