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Brief Introduction

Hebei Provincial Museum was founded in Baoding City in 1953 and removed to Shijiazhuang
City, the capital of Hebei Province in 1982. Amalgamated with former provincial exhibition in
1986, now it has 18 exhibition halls in a total area of 11,216m*. There is a broad cultural square
of 52,600m? in front of the museum.

There are 150,000 collections in the muscum, among them, 322 of firstelass (including 6
of national treasure degree). They can be divided into three main parts: ancient times, modern
times and contemporary times, then classified by quality of material. Ancient cultural relics are
in largest quantity and most important.

The most important cultural relics are those unearthed in the tombs of the couple of King
Jing of Zhongshan State, Western Han Dynasty. They are top grade collections in the museum.
There was one “Jade clothes sewn with golden thread” in each tomb. They were supreme burial
suits for royal members in Han Dynasty. According to the height and size of the dead, they were
made of slabs of jade joining together by golden thread into several parts, such as head case,
jacket, trousers, gloves and foot cases. It was said that they could keep the corpses {rom rotten.
This is the earliest jade clothes known by now.

There were plenty of exquisite cultural relics unearthed at same time, such as the gold-inlaid
bronze Boshan incense burner with patterns of running tigers, playing monkeys, hunter in the
mountain and so on. The gold-inlaid cloud patterns on the surface are well carved in case and
grace. The gilt Changxin palace lantern is in the shape of a gentle and kind maid of honor. Her
right arm and broad sleeve are consisted of lampshade and flue form.

Hebei is onc of the places of origin and production of the old porcelain. In Tang Dynasty the
white porcelain of Xing kiln in Hebei and celadon of Yue kiln in Zhejiang enjoyed equal name. In
Song Dynasty the Ding kiln in Hebei was one of the five famous kilns in China at that time. It
made white porcelain for the royal court. Cizhou kiln was known for products for civil use. It
created the technique of painting designs in black on white surface with writing brush and incising
designs on the black. There are many collections in the museum.

Another remarkable collection is blue-and-white porcelain made in Yuan Dynasty. The blue-
and-white large covered jar with floral design and underglaze red gathers many skills of painting,
openwork, relief, embossed decoration, blue-and-white and underglaze red together. It is a na-
tional treasure in the museum.

The best among the jade are jade bi from tomb of Liu Sheng, King Jing of Zhongshan State
and a set of burial jadeware from tomb of Liu Yan, King Jian of Zhongshan State in Eastern Han
Dynasty.

In the ancient times the Buddhism prevailed in Hebei. There are a lot of bronze and stone

Buddhist statues in the museum, such as gilt bronze Buddha statue with canopy in the period of

« 7 .



Sixteen States. In 1953 more than 2000 white marble Buddhist statues excavated in the site of
Xiude Temple, Quyang, among which 240 or so have inscriptions. Made between 3rd year of
Shengui, Northern Wei Dynasty {520) and 9th year of Tianbao, Tang Dynasty (750), they
were a group of Buddhist statues in largest number and a longer period.

Among the collection of paintings and calligraphy, about 2000, have many masterpicces by
distinguished painters, including "Poetry of Celebrating Near Year in Running Seript™ by Wen
Zhengming, “Painting of Wild Goose”™ by Zhu Da, “Painting of Bamboo and Rock”™ by Zheng
Bangiao, “Painting of Chinese Wistaria and Golden Fish (meaning to win promotion)” by Xu
Gu, "Painting of Honor and Life”™ by Wu Changshuo, and works by Xu Beihong, Fu Baoshi,

Q1 Baishi and so on.
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